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15 dead in Cyprus heatwave 

NICOSIA (AFP) — At least 15 people have died in 
the past two days and hundreds more have been 
admitted to hospital because of the brutal heatwave 
scorching Cyprus, the authorities said on Saturday. 
Fourteen people over the age of 70 and a 47-year-old 
woman have been killed by the heat in the past two 
days as temperatures continue to soar around 42 
degrees Celsius, Health Minister Christos Solomis 
said. Health-care facilities across Cyprus have been 
overwhelmed by hundreds of people coming to emer- 
gency rooms suffering from heat-strokes, dehydra- 
tion, headaches and dizziness, the official Cyprus 
News Agency said. Temperatures have been five to six 
degrees Celsius above normal during the heatwave, 
which is expected to last until Wednesday. 
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Khartoum suffers daily power cuts 

KHARTOUM (AP) — Sudan's electricity authority 
apologised Saturday for shortages that are depriving 
businesses and residents of power for more than 14 
hours a day in this capital city. “The present deficien- 
cy is out of our control," the National Electricity Corp. 
said. The corporation did not say what proportion of 
the city is affected by the outages, but talk is that well 
over half the population has been affected. Khartoum 
and its twin Omdurman are cities where public ser- 
vices function poorly at the best of times. They have a 
combined population of about 5 million people. 
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Kenyan rescue teams continue search 
for U.S. embassy explosion casualties 
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NAlROBI (AFP) — Kenyan 
rescue workers continued to 
sift through rubble Saturday to 
retrieve bodies and search for 
survivors of the bomb blast 
outside Nairobi’s U.S. 
embassy which left more than 
80 people dead. 

At least two people were still 
aEve in the wreckage of a 
building beside the U.S. 
embassy, an army officer told 
AFP at the scene. 

“One person is alive on the 
grouixtflooi;” he said. “We 
cffli bear him talking to anotb- 
erpe&on trapped behind him” 

Hospitals in the city were 
fuDy stretched coping with the 
mere than 1.000 injured as 
assistance^ was on its way from 
Israel which was sending a 
specialist team and equipment 
to help search for victims of 
Friday's blast 

Kenyan President Daniel 
Arap Md told diplomats Sat- 
urday that 83 people had been 
killed when a powerful blast 
ripped through the U.S. 
embassy badly damaging the 
building and another nearby. 

Withm minutes of that blast, 
an explosion rocked die U.S. 


embassy in Dar Es Salaam, 
causing less damage but 
killing seven and injuring 72. 

Mr. Moi said that 497 people 
had been admitted to hospitals 
in the Kenyan capital mid 
another 1,643 treated and dis- 


Ttie Kenyan president also 
appealed for help in investigat- 
ing the explosion, and for 
cash. He sakl the government 
had set up an emergency fund 
of 50 miZfion shillings, which 
is close to a million dollars. 

U.S. authorities who dis- 
patched a 40-member U.S. 
Marine anti-terrorism team 
and a team of about 40 FBI 
agents to the area said they did 
not know who was behind the 
double attack. 

A second similar team was 
being formed to go to Dar Es 
Salaam, a spokeswoman in 
Washington said. 

However; U.S. President 
Bill Clinton vowed to find 
those responsible for the blasts 
in which eight Americans 
were killed in Kenya. 

“We will use all the means at 
our disposal to bring those 
responsible to justice, no mat- 


ter what or how long it takes,*’ 
Me Clinton said. 

An unknown Islamist has 
claimed responsibility for Fri- 
days deadly bomb blasts in 
Kenya and Tanzania, in 
anonymous calls to the media. 

Almost 80 people were 
killed and 1,000 others injured 
in the simultaneous explosions 
near foe US. embassies in 
Nairobi and Dar Es Salaam. 

In foe United Arab Emirates, 
an unknown Islamist rlainvyl 
responsibility for Friday’s 
deadly bomb blasts in tele- 
phone rails to AFP in Dubai 
Other mariig jn Saudi Arabia 
also received calls from foe 
“Mamie Aimyr 

“The two operations against 
the United Stares were carried 
‘ out by foe Islamic Army for 
the Liberation of Muslim 
Holy Sites," an unidentified 
man speaking with an Egypt- 
ian accent said before handing 
up. 

In Nairobi, a newspaper 
quoted a witness to foe blast as 
saying that he saw three men 
of Arab appearance drive up to 
foe embassy in a car just 
before foe blast 


As it rcveised into a space 
dose to foe building two men 
jumped out and started firing 
at the embassy before all three 
were killed in the blast 
Ocfaieng Qkwach, a worker ai 
foe ministry of natural 
resources told foe Daily 
Nation newspaper 

“I saw a covered pick up, 
yellow in colour, approach 
Gate Way House from Coop- 
erative House direction. It 
drove right into parking space 
between the U.S. embassy and 
Gate Way House, then started 
reversing, with its boot open 
towards the embassy,” Ml 
Okwach said. 

“The two aimed Arabs 
jumped out even before foe 
vehicle completed reversing. 
One man ran back into the 
vehicle as the other sprayed 
bullets into foe embassy bidd- 
ing,” said Mi Okwach. whose 
clothes were stained in blood. 

Mr. Okwach said the driver, 
who was also of Arab origin, 
did not get out of foe vehicle, 
when foe explosion went off 
as foe other gunman was still 
firing thedr weapons at the 
embassyMeanwhDe Saturday, 


a 140-member rescue team 
left Israel for Kenya to aid in 
the search for survivors, an 
army spokesman said. 

The medical rescue and 
civil defence personnel are 
taking search dogs and special 
devices to help find people 
buried under debris, the army 
said. 

Also Saturday a South 
African Air Face Boeing 707 
landed at foe Watetkloof Base 
near Pretoria Saturday with 
three American casualties 
from Friday’s bomb blast at 
foe U.S. embassy, a spokes- 
woman said. 

A senior American diplomat 
was believed to be among foe 
casualties. South African 
Broadcasting Corporation 
(SABC) national radio news 
reported 

The plane left for Kenya Fri- 
day to assist in the evacuation 
of casualties fa treatment in 
South Africa, after a request 
by the U.S. embassy in Preto- 
ria. 

The casualties were to be 
treated at a military hospital in 
Pretoria. 


PLC delays vote 
on new cabinet 


RAMALLAH (AFP) — The 
Palestinian council post- 
poned to Sunday a vote on 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat’s new catenet as many 
council members Saturday 
voiced anger over too few 
changes in foe reshuffle. 

Despite opposition even 
within Mr. Arafat’s own 
Fateh party, the cabinet is 
expected to be approved by a 
majority of the 88-member 
council on Sunday, political 
sources said 

“This cabinet represents the 
absence of respect for politi- 
cal institutions,” Fateh mem- 
ber Mohammad Horani told 
the council meeting. 

Former higher education 
minister and Fateh member 
Hanan Ashrawi who has 
resigned in protest over the 
new cabinet, said it was not 
capable of leading the Pales- 
tinian people in its efforts to 
establish a state. 

The debate almost came to 
Nows when Fateh member 
Hussan Khuder mocked Mr. 
Arafat’s powers by proposing 
foe Palestinian leader be 
named the “God of the Pales- 
tinian people fa all time." 

In defiance of the remark. 
Ml Arafat supporter B urban 
Jarar rushed to Mr. Khuder's 
seat and tried to strike him 
before he was pulled away. 

Me Arafat had to delay a 


meeting of his new cabinet 
on Friday to meet with Fateh 
members who had expressed 
opposition to his renaming a 
corruption-tainted cabinet 
which remained largely 
unchanged except for its 
enlargement. 

After foe meeting with Mr. 
Arafat Friday, Fateh leaders 
decided to allow the party’s 
members in foe council to 
vote as they chose and not as 
a block. 

Ml Arafat is not expected 
to have difficulty in getting 
the cabinet approved in the 
legislative body since 24 
ministers who are members 
of the council would provide 
most of tile 44 votes neces- 
sary to get foe confidence 
measure passed, political 
sources said. 

Ms. Ashrawi and one other 
minister resigned in protest 
after the announcement of 
the new cabinet on Wednes- 
day. 

Mr. Arafat added another 
member to the cabinet Satur- 
day by naming Mini Abu 
Ayta as tourism minister: 

According to his deputies, 
Mr. Arafat is due to spend 
Saturday night conferring 
with members of Fateh, 
which stands to gain influ- 
ence through the new cabinet 
appointments. 


Ahmad Tarawneh, statesman, 78 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Senator 
Ahmad Tarawneh died Satur- 
day morning at his home in 
Amman at the age of 78. 

A former minister, member 
ofPSarfiament and chief of foe 
Royal Oxirt, Tarawneh was 
bom in the southern dry of 
Karak in 1920. He finished 
his primary education in 
Karak local school and went 
on to complete his higher 
education at Salt High 
ScfaooL 

He later left fa Damascus 
to obtain a BA degree in law, 
and graduated in 1942. 

After his return to Jordan he 
worked as a judge from 1942- 
1950. 

In the early fifties Tarawneh 
began what was to become an 
illustrious life in public ser- 
vice. 

He was many times mem- 
ber of Parliament and Lower 
House speaker three consecu- 
tive years. 

Tarawneh became a mem- 
ber of the regency council in 
1950 after foe death of King 
Abdullah until His Majesty 
King Hussein was pro- 
claimed King in 1952. 

Between 1950 and 1972 
Tarawneh served as minister 
of justice, agriculture, com- 
munications, trade, public 
works, finance, defence, inte- 
rior and as deputy prime min- 
isten 

He was twice appointed 
chief of foe Royal Court, 
from 1960-1962 and from 



1970-1972 and became 
Upper House speaker in 
1983. 

He was reripiem of several 
royal awards including the 
Independence Medal of the 
Fiist Order, Al Kawkab of the 
First Order; AI Nahda Medal 
of the First Order, and the 
Education Medal along with 
several awards from Arab and 
foreign countries. 

His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan. the Regent, 
Saturday afternoon visited the 
Tarawneh home and offered 
his condolences to foe family. 

A statement issued by the 
Royal Court Saturday 
mourned the passing of 
Tarawneh, saying he dedicat- 
ed his life to serving foe 
nation and the King. 

“The Royal Court offers its 
deepest sympathies for the 
loss of Tarawneh who was 
loyal and who helped estab- 


lish our modem Jordan,” the 
statement said 

Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali and Speaker of 
the Senate Zeid Rifai 
mourned Tarawneh and said 
his death was a “great loss to 
foe nation.” 

Mr. Rifai said Tarawneh 
was a distinguished politician 
who dedicated his life to the 
Kingdom and to serving it 
since its early beginnings. 

According to the Royal 
Court statement, Tarawneh 
will be laid to rest in the 
Royal Cemetery today (Sun- 
day) after noon prayers at the 
Royal Guards Mosque. 

Tarawneh is survived by his 
wife and three adult children. 
Hi sham, a businessman, 
Fayzeh. married to Al Ra'i 
Chairman Abdul Salam 
Tarawneh, and Fayez who is 
the present chief of the Royal 
Court 


King, Queen guests of Clintons over dinner 



AMMAN (J.T.) — Their 
Majesties King Hussein and 
Queen Noor were guests of 
U.S. President Bill Clinton and 
First Lady Hillary at dinner 
Biday night Jordan's News 
Agency, Petra, said Saturday. 


The Clintons invited King 
Hussein and Queen Noor to a 
private dinner in Washington 
white foe King rests for a few 
days before starting the second 
of six rounds of chemotherapy 
on Wednesday, said Petra. 

King Hussein, was admitted 
to Mayo Clinic in Rochester, 
Minnesota on July 14 after 
suffering from a fever and cold 
sweats. 

King Hussein was diag- 
nosed with cancer of foie 
lymph glaods two weeks later. 

Japan's Ambassador in 
Washington Marwan Muasber 
said (“that didn’t stop King 
Hussein from piloting his own 
plant* from the Minnesota 
Qimc to foie U.S. capital on 



Friday.” King Hussein told His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan, foe Regent, jn a letter 
Friday that his doctors gave 
him leave fa a few days 
“because they had noticed an 
improvement" 


Anani starts mission to 
develop ties with Iran 


AMMAN (Agencies) — 
Deputy Prime Minister and 
Foreign Minister Jawad 
Anani Saturday started a 
three-day official visit to 
Iran during which he will 
meet President Moham- 
mad Khatami and bold 
talks with his Iranian coun- 
terpart and other govern- 
ment officials, according 
to Jordan News Agency, 
Petra. 

Petra news agency said 
Dr. Anani will discuss with 
the Iranian leaders means 
of improving Iranian-Jor- 
danian relations in various 
fields. 

The French News 
Agency quoted Dr. Anani 
as saying upon his arrival 
in Tehran that the trip “is 
aimed at building a suit- 
able foundation for boost- 
ing cooperation.” 

He was greeted at the air- 
port by Iranian Foreign 
Minister Kamal Kharazi 
and his deputy on Arab 
Affairs, Mohammad Sadr. 

Political issues of mutual 
interest in the Middle East 
and Gulf region as well as 
cooperation on economic 
and cultural matters, trade 
and tourism will be on the 
agenda. Dr. Anani said, 
quoted by foe official Iran- 



Foreign Minister Jawad Anani is greeted by his Iranian 
counterpart Kamal Kharazi upon his arrival Saturday in 
Tehran (AFP photo) 


ian news agency IRNA. 

Commenting on the mili- 
tary cooperation between 
Turkey and Israel which 
has stirred strong criticism 
from several Muslim coun- 
tries, Dr. Anani cautioned 
against provoking Ankara 
and called for “construc- 
tive dialogue." 


“We may disagree with 
Turkey on this position, 
but we should not provoke 
this great Muslim country. 
We should opt for wise and 
constructive dialogue." he 
said. But Dr. Anani 
slammed Israel’s alleged 
policy of “Judaising” 
Jerusalem. 


UNSCOM teams continue operations in Iraq 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — Experts from the 
U.N. Special Commission (UNSCOM) 
charged with disarming Iraq went out to 
work on Saturday morning, three days after 
Baghdad said it would suspend all cooper- 
ation with weapons inspectors. 

Four teams left UNSCOM headquarters 
in Baghdad in five U.N. vehicles escorted 
by Iraqi officials, an AFP photographer 
reported 

The Iraqi leadership on Wednesday 
announced that Baghdad would no longer 
cooperate with inspectors from LTNSCOM 
and the International Atomic Energy 
Agency on intrusive on-site inspections. 


But it said that as a gesture of “goodwill,” 
cooperation would continue with inspectors 
involved in long-term verification. 

Iraq’s military and industrial installations 
are regularly monitored for their capabili- 
ties to produce banned weapons. There are 
also regular searches for arms or arras parts 
that Iraq says it had destroyed. 

The U.N. Security Council on Thursday 
denounced Iraq’s decision as “totally unac- 
ceptable” but held back from threatening 
military force while UNSCOM chief 
Richard Butler said be has instructed his 
teams to work normally despite foe Iraqi 
announcement. 


By Francesca Oriad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The cases of negligence 
exposed on Friday by His Majesty King 
Hussein reveal m urgent need to devise a 
mechanism to enhance transparency and 
establish effective procedures to hold offi- 
cials accountable for their deeds. 

Although political liberalisation launched 
by King Hussein in 1989 has created a cli- 
mate of openness and raised foe people's 
expectations for social justice, soriologpsts 
and onfimry erti/ens agree that dvO ser- 
vants often daim and enjoy powers exceed- 
ing foeir mandates. 

“Bureaucracy has not been known for 
reflecting the changes in our society, includ- 
ing the increased level of political participa- 
tion and foe affi rmatio n of the ideas of 
aocountahflity and transparency,” said soci- 
ologist Musa Sbteiwi. 

“Hie prevailing mentality is still that 
some ki^ rf hrnrrirnhy is diK to those CCgn- 
ingfromcertamriit^ 

In an opai letter to HRH Crown Prince 
HassamtheR^ent,theKmgexpresseddis- 
satisfecticn with the way the government is 
dealing with “recunent inridents rf negti- 
gence,” 

Although foe King said be was hopeful 


Why bureaucracy is resisting reform 


week to investigate foe co-going water cri- 
sis would reveal ‘‘who was responsible fa 
leaving (dirty) filters in foe water system 
and far not ensuring appropriate purifica- 
tion far brackish waters,” politicians and 
activists cast doubt ar the committee of 
inquiry, describing it as not being fully 
“independent," since it includes senior offi- 
cials from foe mimstries of justice and 
municipal and rural affairs, as well as foe 
Fame Ministry and other government insti- 
tutions. 

Among other ‘‘recurrent incidents of neg- 
ligence,” the King cited “foe near miss 
between two jumbo jets over Amman a few 
months ago, [which] would have resulted 
into a catastrophe font was avoided by 
God’s grace.” 

The incident was caused by force air traf- 
fic controllers who all left their wok at once 
to pray. leaving foeir position unmanned. 

“The measures taken against (ban were 
insignificant fix- fear that foe employees 
mi ght fie lawsuits against foe government 
and win, an excuse that is worse than die an 
itselC said foe King, a certified pilot him- 
seffi 


the Aqaba Power Station caused by lack of 
maintamnee and negligence." 

He called for “taking foe appropriate 
action id deal with foe simation once and for 
all, and taking measures that make an 
impression upon people in every position.” 

The Kang’s list of cases of negligence has 
highlighted not oily foe “negative attitude” 
of civil servants towards their duty, but also 
foe misconceptions and educational loop- 
holes from which such attitudes stem. 

Sociologists and expats say repeated 
negligence is encouraged by foe common 
perception of work as a mere means of 

livelihood, rather than a fulfilling profes- 
sion- 

Such negative attitudes towards one’s job 
derive from both foe low level of salaries 
and foe lack of a “reward and punishment 1 ’ 
mechanism, to which foe King also referred 
in his letter 

Sociologist Sari Nasir said “people in foe 
Arab Wbdd have become used to the fact 
that they are neifoer rewarded when they do 
something outstanding, nor punished when 
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that a cc rnirm ^ mqiary established last The Kigg also m e n tio ne d “an accident at 


*TBey are not brought up to feel foal they 
love a role to play and that that role can 


make a difference.” 

Notwithstanding foe King’s strong appeal 
fa transparency, government officials yes- 
terday were still unwilling to reveal the cir- 
cumstances of the events Ik cited. 

Those who accepted to speak under con- 
dition of anonymity, said the publication of 
further details ext foe incidents would be 
“detrimental to Jordan.” 

Many officials in different government 
departments and ministries were also quick 
to point out that such accidents occur every- 
where in foe world and are almost impossi- 
ble to avoid. 

Sources in tbs Civil Aviation Authority 
(CAA) clarified that foe jumbo jets’ near 
collision occurred in late January and was 
discovered by CAA officials two weeks 
later, during a routine inspection of the 
recozds. 

“We discovered it ourselves and we were 
transparent in admitting the mistake as soot 
as we found art,” one CAA official told foe 
Jordan Times rax Saturday. 

The incident, which never appeared in foe 
press, was reported directly to the King in 
late February, by which time ccarective and 
disciplinary measures against foe responsi- 


ble air traffic coanoltexs had already been 
taken. 

The CAA drafted an 1 1 -point recommen- 
dation to limit similar human errors in foe 
future, “and 90 per cent of these recom- 
mendations have already been implement- 
ed,” the official said. 

“His Majesty’s message was loud and 
clear” the CAA official added. “But who 
could ever make sure beyond any reason- 
able doubt that human errors will never 
reoccur?" 

CAA officials cited in their defence “tight 
financial constraints foar compel us to oper- 
ate with minimum manpower require- 
ments.” 

As for foe near blast at the Aqaba thermal 
plant, one source at foe Jordan Electricity 
Company (JEQ conceded that “a few 
mouths ago” foe steam pressure in one of 
the boikis rose above acceptable levels. 

However, foe source said, one officer on 
foe rounds ai foe station checked the tem- 
perature switch, and took immediate action 
to reduce the pressure. 

The sauce said the incident resulted in 
atiy “ minor damages.” 

He declined to confirm a report in Al 


Dustour daflyi yesterday saying foe negli- 
gence could have led to the explosion of the 
baler in question and two other boilers 
nearby, causing a JD346 million loss. 

Sociologists were not surprised at most 
officials’ unwillingness to unveil the details 
of delicate issues, even after foe King him- 
self brought them up. 

"In a society where there is no democrat- 
ic tradition, officials are afraid to make deci- 
sions and take initiative,” Dr. Nasir said 

He added that foe "negative altitude" of 
Jordan's bureaucracy at all levels is deep- 
rooted. 

“This is a society of persons, and not a 
society of ideals. Therefore, people lave 
loyalty towards persons in influential posi- 
tions, rather than towards ideals such as 
democracy a justice ” he said 

Agreeing that “fear” is the key-wotd in 
most officers’ relations with their superiors, 
Drs. Nasir and Shteiwi, who both teach 
sociology at the University of Jordan, also 
panted out that any bureaucracy naturally 
resists change for fear of losing its privi- 
leges. 

Hence, foe paradoxical feet that “during 
foe past two-force years the bureaucratic 
rank-and-file has showed interests opposed 
to the leadership’s," Dr Sinehvj said 
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Arafat urges Albright to 
publicise withdrawal plan 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Palestinian Presi- 
dent Yasser Arafat has written 
again to U.S. Secretary of 
State Madeleine Albright 
tuning her to make public a 
U.S. plan for Israel to with- 
draw from another 13 per 
cent of the West Bank, offi- 
cial Palestinian sources said 
Saturday. 

In the second letter to Ms. 
Albright in 72 hours. Mr. 
Arafat said Israeli ideas pre- 
sented in recent bilateral talks 
were not new and had not 
broken through the logjam in 
the peace process, the source 
said. 

“The only way to bring the 
peace process back on track 
is for the U.S. administration 
to present its initiative, which 
the Palestinians have official- 
ly accepted." the source said, 
quoting a letter sent Friday. 

The Slate Department said 
Thursday that it was close to 
making a pronouncement on 
the process. 

“We’re not abandoning this 
current phase of our effort but 
we're not far from declaring 


our judgement on it." said 
State Department deputy 
spokesman James Foley. 

The U.S. initiative, present- 
ed months ago, outlines a 
resumption of the stalled 
peace process by calling on 
Israel to withdraw troops 
from an additional 13 per 
cent of the West Bank. 

The Palestinians have 
repeatedly called for Wash- 
ington to officially make the 
plan public to pressure the 
Israelis to move. 

Although the plan calls on 
the Palestinians to fulfil 
Israeli security demands, 
Israel has repeatedly rejected 
the initiative saying it does 
not require enough of the 
Palestinians and that the 
magnitude of the withdrawal 
would threaten its security. 

“Not presenting the initia- 
tive enables [Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin] 

Netanyahu to use the talks as 
a cover for his intention to 
evade the peace process and 
to give him more time and 
more excuses not to imple- 
ment the [previous] agree- 


ments.” Mr. Arafat wrote, the 
sources told AFP. 

Ms. Albright and Mr. 
Arafat had spoken about the 
Israeli ideas Wednesday after 
Mr. Arafat sent her a letter 
earlier in that day. Palestinian 
sources told AFP. 

She assured Mr. Arafat that 
Israel had "new. serious" 
ideas that could bring about a 
breakthrough, the sources 
said. 'The Israeli ideas were 
not more than ideas that radi- 
cally contradict the U.S. plan 
and agreements signed,” Mr. 
Arafat said in the letter sent 
Friday. 

Israel Radio reported Satur- 
day that Israeli negotiators 
had not succeeded in efforts 
over the weekend to persuade 
their Palestinian counterparts 
to resume direct talks. 

The bilateral talks that 
began last month broke off 
Monday when the Palestini- 
ans said they did not accept 
Israeli proposals that report- 
oily coiled for a nature pre- 
serve in three per cent of the 
land from which the Jewish 
state would withdraw. 


Two days of attacks 
leave 13 dead in Algeria 


ALGIERS (AFP) — Attacks 
by suspected Islamists in 
Algeria have left 13 people 
dead and 38 wounded over the 
past two days, press reports 
and security forces said Satur- 
day. 

Among the dead were eight 
members of the same family 
massacred and mutilated 
overnight Wednesday in the 
region of Bouira. around 100 
kilometres east of Algiers, 
security forces said Saturday. 

Two members of a self- 
defence group were killed and 
two others wounded in a clash 
with an armed gang in the 
same region Friday, while 
another group cut the throats 
of two security guards at a 
building site on the coast to 
the west of the capital, report- 
ed the AI Watan newspaper. 

One bus passenger was 


killed and 27 others hurt by a 
bomb which exploded Thurs- 
day in the Medea region, just 
south of Algiers. Another 
bomb blast early the next day 
wounded four people in a 
southern suburb of the capital, 
said several newspapers. 

Hie attacks over the past 
two days are part of a recent 
upsurge in the bloodshed in 
Algeria, much of which coin- 
cided with a visit by a United 
Nations fact-finding mission. 

The mission is due to sub- 
mit a report Saturday to UJM. 
Secretary General Kofi 
Annan, which is intended to 
allow the international com- 
munity to gauge the extent of 
the bloodshed in the north 
African country. 

Algeria has been wracked 
by suspected violence since 
1992 when the army-backed 


government annulled elec- 
tions that an Islamic party had 
been poised to win. 

The number of people who 
have since died varies from 

25.000. according to the gov- 
ernment. to the U.S. State 
Department’s estimate of 

70.000. 

The U.N. Human Rights 
Committee last week issued a 
damning verdict on Algeria's 
human rights record, high- 
lighting persistent allegations 
of systematic torture, secret 
detentions, disappearances, 
ongoing massacres of civil- 
ians and the increasing use of 
the death penalty. Algiers, 
which rejects calls for an 
international inquiry into the 
violence as outside interfer- 
ence, indignantly attacked the 
report as "outrageous." 


Arab League chief calls 
for direct Iraq-U.N. talks 


CAIRO I .AFP) — Arab League 
Secretary General Esmat Abdul 
Mcguid called on Saturday for 
direct talks between Iraq and the 
U-Y Security Council to solve 
the ensis over Iraqi disarma- 
ment. 

It is "necessary to solve the cri- 
sis through direct talks between 
Iraqi officials on the one hand 
and the members of the UN. 
Security Council and the U.N. 
secretary general or the other, 
with the aim of endine the suf- 


fering of the Iraqi people as well 
as the sanctions." Mr. Abdul 
Mcguid said in a statement 

The .Arab League chief made 
the statement while receiving 
Russian charge d'affaires Alck- 
sanderTokovirnn who prevailed 
a message from Russian Foreign 
Minister Yevgeny Primakov on 
“Russian efforts" io contain the 
latest L".N.-lraq crisis. 

Mr. Abdul Mcguid said he 
“welcomed the Russian portion 
which is positive and favourable 


to cooperation between Iraq and 
the United Nations in view of 
putting tree application U.N. 
Security Council resolutions." 
the statement added. 

Iraq i vi Wednesday suspended 
cooperation with the U.N. Spe- 
cial Gtintecoun <UN5COM> 
hv Inp disamuroeitt. uying 
UNSCOMN makeup must he 
nvxhiwd to free it of ' "U.S. influ- 
ence." The UN. Security Coun- 
cil has declared the Iraqi position 
“imaca^vabic." 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Musa in Saudi Arabia to inquire 
about King Fahd’s health 

JEDDAH (AFP) — Egyptian Foreign Minister Amr 
Musa made an unannounced visit to Saudi Arabia Sat- 
urday to ask about the health of Saudi King Fahd, the 
official Saudi news agency SPA reported. Mr. Musa was 
met in this western city on the Red Sea by Saudi Crown 
Prince Abdullah Ben Abdul Aziz, to whom he delivered 
a letter from Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak inquir- 
ing into the monarch’s health. King Fahd. who is in his 
late- 70s. was hospitalised in August 2 for an inflamed 
colon. According to an official statement, he underwent 
a successful operation. Sources at the hospital in Riyadh 
have said the king will remain there until Monday in 
order to rest. 

Ambulances stationed around 
Cairo to treat heatstroke victims 

CAIRO (AP) — With temperatures hovering around 38 
Celsius, officials have ordered ambulances stationed at 
key points around Cairo to aid heatstroke victims. Al 
Akhbar Al Youm said Saturday. About 100 ambulances 
will be kept at main intersections, gardens and lourist 
sites, the paper reported, quoting health officials. Cairo 
has suffered temperatures at or near 38 Celsius for more 
than three weeks, and scores of people have been hospi- 
talised for heat-related illnesses. Such temperatures are 
not unusual in summer, but not for such an extended 
period. 

Iran’s first women’s daily 
newspaper hits newsstands 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran’s first daily newspaper dealing 
with women's issues, which is run by the daughter of 
former President Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani. hit news- 
stands in Tehran on Saturday. Zan, or Woman, said in its 
first issue it is not a “feminist paper." but that it seeks to 
“establish a balance in status between men and women.” 
"Zan wants to cast a feminine look at women's prob- 
lems and try to familiarise itself with the social rights 
and fill a vacuum.” Mr. Rafsanjani's daughter Faezeh 
Hashemi said in an editorial. The paper said it wants to 
be “a new voice not just for women, but also for men.” 
Zan ran an article on the “uncertain future” of women's 
football and another in support of Tehran's embattled 
mayor. Gholam Hussein Karbaschi, a close political ally 
of Mr. Rafsanjani. 

Reconstruction starts on Egypt’s 
‘oldest mosque in Africa’ 

CAIRO (AFP) — Restoration work began Saturday on 
the oldest mosque in Africa, the mosque of the Arab 
conqueror of Egypt. Amr Ben Al As. Egyptian Culture 
Minister Farouk Hosni told the press. “This restoration 
aims at putting the mosque back into it* original state as 
it is described in historic documents." he told reporters. 
The mosque, which dates to 642. has been extensively 
changed over the years until it contains almost none of 
its original elements, according to experts. Mr. Hosni 
said that "the new restoration project will correct serious 
architectural errors from earlier restoration of the 
mosque carried out during the time of the Mameluke 
Emir Mura in 1 797.” He said the restoration would also 
deal w ith problems of water leakage into the mosque. 
The mosque, considered one of the most ancient Islam- 
ic places of worship, has suffered from its share of acci- 
dents over the years. In 1 996. collapsing scaffolding car- 
ried away some 1 50-square metres of the roof. 

Egypt, U.S. start joint air exercises 

CAIRO (AFP) — Joint Egypiian-U.S. air force exercis- 
er start on Saturday in Egypt as part of an annual train- 
ing programme conducted by the two countries, official 
Egyptian media reported. Egyptian helicopters and 
bombers will take part in the exercises along with the 
U.S. aircraft carrier Eisenhower, the media said without 
giving further details. Cairo and Washington have con- 
ducted joint exercises named “Bright Star" every two 
yean- in autumn since 1981. Several other Arab coun- 
tries have also participated in the exercises since 1995. 
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Iraqi Vice-chairman of the Revolutionary Command Council Izzat Ibrahim (C) lays a 
wreath at the tomb of the unknown soldier in Baghdad Saturday, on the 10th anniver- 
sary of the Iraqi victory in the eight-ycar-long war with neighbouring Iran. Iraqi Pres- 
ident Saddam Hussein predicted that his country would emerge victorious over the 
U.S., in the latest stand-off over weapons inspections, just as it did over Iran (AFP 
photo) 
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Iranian opposition: 3 killed 
in Baghdad bomb blast 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — 
Three Iraqis, including a 
four-year-old girl, have 
been killed in a bomb 
blast that rocked a resi- 
dential district of Bagh- 
dad, Iranian opposition 
members said on Satur- 
day. 

Another 13 people were 
injured, including two Ira- 
nians, according to Iran’s 
biggest armed opposition 
faction, the exiled Peo- 
ple’s Mujahedeen. which 
blamed the Friday night 
attack on the Islumic 
regime in Tehran. 

“The clerical regime’s 
Islamists detonated a 
remote-controlled bomb... 
one kilometre from Mu.ja- 
hedeen’s office as u Muja- 
hedeen vehicle was about 
to turn at an intersection,” 
the movement said in a 
statement issued in Bagh- 
dad. 

“The bomb, planted iu a 
parcel under a tree on the 
pavement, caused heavy 
damage to inhabitants, 
buildings and shops." it 
said, adding that (he blast 
left a crater around 1.2 
metres wide and one 
metre deep. 

The Mujahedeen said 
those killed in the explo- 


sion shortly after 9:30 
p.m. were a four-year-old 
girl, a 65-year-old street 
vendor and" his son aaed 
15. 

It said II other Iraqis 
were “seriously wound- 
ed" adding that two Muja- 
hedeen members . were 
wounded and taken to 
hospital after their car 
caught fire. 

An Iraqi civil defence 
official confirmed that an 
explosion rocked an 
unnamed residential area 
of Baghdad Friday 
evening but did not say if 
there were any casualties. 

“Specialist services arc 
seeking to arrest the per- 
petrators of this cowardly 
act.” the official told the 
state news agency IN A. 

The Mujahedeen. whose 
leaders lied Iran in the 
1980s after bloody clash- 
es with the regime's 
forces, -.aid it was the 
65th "terrorist operation” 
against the movement in 
Iraq hv Tehran since 
1993. 

Massoud Rajjvj. presi- 
dent of the Mujahedeen ’% 
National Council of 
Resistance of Iran, 
described the bomb as an 
"indiscriminate and inhu- 


man attack” and called on 
Iraq to bring those 
responsible to justice. 

Iran, which regularly 
accuses the Mujahedeen 
of launching militant 
operations on its soil, has 
conducted several mili- 
tary operations against its 
bases in neighbouring 
Iraq. 

The People's Muja- 
hedeen maintains a num- 
ber of large bases across 
the border in Iraq and also 
conducts intensive public- 
ity campaigns in Western 
Europe and the United 
States. 

It sparked international 
condemnation in June 
when it claimed responsi- 
bility for a series of bomb 
attacks in Tehran, includ- 
ing one on a courthouse in 
which at least two people 
died. 

The U.S. Slate Depart- 
ment. in its annual report 
released earlier this year, 
said Iran was “the most 
active state sponsors ot 
terrorism" in iy97 despite 
the election of moderate 
President Mohammad 
Khatami. 
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Home N ews 


Princess Basma visits Irbid, 
inspects QAF premises 


IRBID (Petra) — Her 
Royal Highness Princess 
Basina Saturday toured the 
Irbid governorate. visiting 
the town of Sheikh Hussein 
in the northern Iordan Val- 
ley, the city of Irbid and the 
Irbid refugee camp. 

The Princess inaugurated 
a social services centre in 
Sheikh. Hussein operated 
by Queen Alia Fund for 
Social Development (QAF) 
and inspected the premises, 
the programmes of the cen- 
tre and its activities. 

Later. Princess Basma 
addressed a rally at the 
town, voicing her appreci- 
ation of the local people’s 
well-wishes for the speedy 
recovery of His Majesty 
King Hussein. 

Princess Basma referred 
to. the King's letter Friday 
to H is Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan in 
. which he expressed bis 
concern for the well-being 
-.of Jordanians. 

- -Princess Basma also 


expressed her appreciation 
of the local community’s 
efforts in carrying out pro- 
jects in farming, vegetable 
growing and cotton spin- 
ning and weaving process- 
es. 

In Irbid, Princess Basma 
laid the foundation stone of 
A1 Farouk Charitable Soci- 
ety which is dedicated to 
helping orphans by provid- 
ing free medication and 
covering tuition fees for the 
children’s education. The 
society also offers voca- 
tional tr ainin g. 

She also visited the 
refugee camp and inspect- 
ed medical services, mother 
and child services and 
physiotherapy treatment in 
the local community. 

During her tour, partici- 
pants in the Ramadan Char- 
ity Campaign distributed 
financial and in-kind assis- 
tance to 300 needy fami- 
lies. 


Cabinet convenes 
in Jerash governorate 



Ul k 


:«■ 






V. 


JT.iiii'n* -'-l.. 


in tc.iir 


p.'.'T'i/* 


• ! i 


. " '■ 




r.iti 



• i 



. \S 


JERASH (Petra) — 
Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali on Satur- 
day chaired a Cabinet 
session at the Jerash 
govemorate’s head- 
quarters in the presence 
of Jerash representa- 
tives. 

The prime minister 
informed citizens that 
treatment of His 
Majesty King Hussein 
is progressing and that 
“the king is following 
up events in our home- 
land.” 

‘Dr. Majali told repre- - 
sentatives to" practically 
apply • the slogan of 
“Freedom and Partici- 
pation,” adopted and 
promoted by the gov- 
ernment so that citizens 
can exercise decision- 
making rights. 

The prime minister 
said the meeting coin- 
cides with the govern- 
ment's budget prepara- 
tions and called on citi- 
zens to set their gover- 
norate’s priorities 
through their municipal 
councils. 

Dr. Majali said the 
councils have the right 
to criticise the govern- 
ment, inquire about any 
issue or propose any- 
thing in the public 
interest to the govern- 
ment. 

Dr. Majali said that 
there are 450,000 gov- 
ernment employees, 
constituting 10 per cent 
of the county’s popula- 
tion, and that “we 
should not consider uni- 
versity degrees as a 
means to secure job 
opportunities in the 
public sector.” 

The Cabinet listened 
to the Jerash representa- 
tives requests and 
demands and reviewed 
the ministries’ plans 


and programmes to be 
implemented in Jerash 
governorate. 

Minister of Industry, 
Trade and Supply Hani 
Mulki welcomed the 
moves to launch food 
industries in the gover- 
norate, saying that the 
Ministry of Supply has 
finished equipping a 
huge refrigerator with a 
capacity or 60 tonnes of 
food stuff. 

On the other hand. 
Minister of Agriculture 
Mijhem Khreisha said 
-that the ministry' will 
study giving loans to ■ 
farmers -and that- his 
ministry is coordinating 
efforts with the Min- 
istry of Supply on the 
import of olive oil to 
protect “our domestic 
roduct and balance 
etween supply and 
demand.” 

Mr. Khreisha urged 
citizens to work in the 
agriculture sector since 
only six per cent of 
these employed in this 
field in trie Jordan Val- 
ley are Jordanians. 

Minister of Education 
and Higher Education 
Mohammad Hamdan 
said that acceptance at 
state universities will 
be increased this year. 

Deputy Mifleh Ruhei- 
mi called on the gov- 
ernment to estalisn a 
vocational training cen- 
tre, a military hospital 
and a branch of the 
Cities and Villages | 
Development Bank in 
addition to writing off 
small farmers’ debts to ! 
the government. 1 

Deputy Riyad Daoud 
asked the government 
to link Jerash, and 

Ajloun with the BaJqa 
goverorate by con- 
structing a road next to 
King Talal Dam. 


Save water...every drop counts! 




n^hi> :V 

. “ ' ‘ >-.• 
.... -V- 1 



vW ' 

;r - 



Asti-” 






What’s Going On 


Lectures 

• “Petra — Great Temple” by Dr. Martha 
Joukowsky at the American Center of Oriental 
Research (ACOR) on Monday Aug. 10 at 7:00 p.m. 
(Tel. 534-6117). 

■ “The Educational Development in Jordan 
Between Theory and Application” by former Minis- 
ter of Education Dr. Munther A1 Masri (in Arabic) at 
Abdul Hameed Shoman Foundation, Jabal Amman 
on Monday Aug. 10 at 7:00 p.m. 

Exhibitions 

• .Photo exhibition on old buildings of Salt enti- 
tled “Engravings on the Wings of Time" at the Royal 
Cultural Centre, until Aug. 13. 


Women meet House speaker, 
present memorandum on water 


AMMAN (J.T.) — An 
eight-member delegation 
representing women organ- 
isations in Jordan Saturday 
presented Speaker of the 
Lower House of Parliament 
Sa'd Hayel Srour with a 
memorandum concerning 
the current water pollution 
issue. 

One of the group mem- 
bers, President of die Arab 
Women Organisation 
Emily Nafa’a, told the Jor- 
dan Times that the memo- 
randum demanded that the 
Lower House hold the min- 
isters of health and water 
responsible for the contam- 
ination of water pumped to 
western neighbourhoods 
and that the House should 
demand that the govern- 
ment assume responsibility 
to prevent certain parties 
from monopolising the sale 
of water. Additionally, the 
memorandum said the gov- 
ernment should arrange for 
the different districts of 
Amman to receive water 
supply. 

According to Ms. Nafa’a, 
the women organisations 
urged Parliament to see tbar 
the government ensures 
health security for Jordan- 
ian citizens and that force it 
stop issuing conflicting 
statements about the water 
situation. 

Last Wednesday, both the 
Consumer Protection Soci- 
ety and several women 
organisations asked the Jor- 


dan Bar Association to 
examine the possibility of 
suing the government over 
the water problem. 

According to Ms. Nafa’a, 
the women group discussed 
with Mr. Srour a range of 
topics that included women 
rights and the press and 
publications draft law 
which is being debated in 
Parliament. 

Mr. Srour was quoted by 
the Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, as saying that Parlia- 
ment has opened the door 
too all parties concerned 
with the press and publica- 
tions draft law, like 'journal- 
ists and former ministers of 
information, to express 
their views to the con- 
cerned Parliamentary com- 
mittee. 

The House is always 
ready to listen to the views 
of the public on issues of 
public interest, with special 
attention given to the press 
freedoms, the water ques- 
tion and issues of concern 
to women, said Mr. Srour. 

He said that His Majesty 
King Hussein's concern 
over the water issue has 
given Parliament further 
impetus to play its role and 
to help reveal points of flaw 
and weakness. 

The women group includ- 
ed Siham Qasem, Laiia 
Abul Hu da, Nuha 
Ma’aitah, Nabilah Qariouti, 
Sanaa Qammoh, Zeina 
Sharaiha and Iff at Moula. 


News Briefs 


16 injured in road accident 

AMMAN (Petra) — Sixteen people were admitted to A1 
Iman Hospital in Ajloun on Saturday after being injured 
in a collision between wo cars on the Ajloun road, 
police sources said. The sources called on all drivers to 
stay within legal speed limits, adding that the accident 
occurred when one of the drivers lost control of his car 
and collided with the other one. 


Khawalda named director of railway 

AMMAN (Petra) — A Royal Decree was issued : Satur- - 
day appointing Abdullah Ibrahim Mahmoud Al Khawal- 
da as Director General of Aqaba Railway Corporation as 
of August, 2, 1998. 

Prince Hamzeh attends ceremony 

AMMAN (Petra) — Deputising for His Majesty King 
Hussein. His Royal Highness Prince Hamzeh Ben Ai 
Hussein attended Saturday the crowning ceremony of 
His Royal Highness Prince Al Muhtadi Billah, son of 
Sultan Hassan Balqiyah of Brunei, as Regent. 

CDD reports 28 deaths 

.AMMAN (Petra) — The Civil Defence Department 
(CDD) reported Saturday that 28 people died in differ- 
ent accidents last week. CDD said that 1,069 accidents 
took place last week. 


Hot weather to hang on 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
current heat wave that 
has sent Jordanians 
scrambling for shade 
over the past two weeks 
is expected to continue 
for at least three more 
days, the Department of 
Meteorology announced 
Saturday. 

A department official 
told the Jordan Times 
that high temperatures, 
which peaked at 39.5 C 
in Amman Saturday 
afternoon, are expected 
to hover around 25 
degrees at night, accom- 
panied by 40 per cenr 
humidity over the com- 
ing three days. 

The extraordinary tem- 
peratures — six to eight 


degrees above average 
for this time of the year 
— are a result of a very 
hot air mass originating 
over the Indian subconti- 
nent, which is affected 
by the monsoon depres- 
sion. 

The air mass is passing 
through the Arabian 
Peninsula, moving west- 
wards, and is affecting 
Jordan, along with other 
countries in the eastern 
Mediterranean. 

Winds will be south- 
easterly dry and hot with 
temperatures ranging 
from 37 to 39.5 C. 



KHALIL AL RAHMAN SOCIETY: Wahid Ja’bari 
explains a court decision to tax the charity to needy 
families (photo courtesy of Khalil Al Rahman Society} 
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House committees to present reports tomorrow 

Ministry official confirms receiving final Stanley report 


By Ahmad Khatib 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Lower House’s 
committees of agriculture and health 
Saturday discussed their reports on 
the water crisis in order to submit the 
final findings on the situation to the 
government tomorrow, deputy 
Salamab Hiari, head of the agricul- 
ture committee, said yesterday. 

He stressed that the formation of a 
governmental investigation commit- 
tee “will not stop the Parliamentary 
commissions from inquiring into the 
water pollution." 

The government last week formed 
its own committee to investigate the 
potable water crisis which started in 
the first week of July when western 
Amman residents complained that 
the water reaching their homes was 
discoloured and foul-smelling. 

“The government basically is 
investigating itself," Mr. Hiari told 
the Jordan Times. “The Higher Judi- 
cial Council is the neutral, autho- 
rised party that should investigate 
the problem." 

Recent reports on the water pub- 
lished in the local press identified a 
high concentration of algae and fae- 
cal coliforms (body waste) in the 
waters of the Yarmouk River, Lake 
Tiberias and Mukhaibeb as the 
cause. 

According to a senior official at the 
Ministry of Water and Irrigation, tbe 


final report of Stanley Consultants, 
the American firm that was hired by 
the ministry to identify the cause of 
polluted water, was submitted 
recently by the ministry to the gov- 
ernmental investigation committee. 

A preliminary report by the Ameri- 
can firm was leaked to the press last 
week. 

Meanwhile, Munther Haddadin. 
Minister of Water and Irrigation, 
yesterday said tbe ministry has sub- 
mitted its laboratory tests on water to 
the Parliamentary committee. 

He added that Zai Treatment Plant 
(ZTP) last Thursday started operat- 
ing at full capacity, providing direct 
water supplies throughout Amman 
twice every week as per the regular 


summer rationing schedule. 

Last Saturday, the Jordan Water 
Authority announced that it would 
implement a new water pumping 
schedule for domestic use in 
Amman, cutting direct supplies to 
once a week from twice every seven 
days. It blam ed th e move on the 
inability of the ZTP to deal with rou- 
tine water demand until all its filters 
were cleaned. 

Opposition parties and several 
organisations are studying the possi- 
bility of suing the government over 
the water problem. Columnists in 
local dailies have been urging citi- 
zens to initiate legal action and to 
investigate possible official negli- 
gence. 


Government introduces measures 
to meet water demand 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Ministry of Water and Irrigation Saturday announced 
several measures to help provide water to Amman residents. 

In its statement, the ministry said it has made available a sufficient number 
of water trucks that can cover the needs of people in the Amman area, and has 
opened offices at the following locations: Abdali, Tarek, Urn Sumroaq, Tla’a 
AJ Ali, Sweileh and Ein Ghazal. 

Government placed employees from the Water Authority, the Ministry of 
Supply, the Public Security Department and the Greater Amman Municipality 
at each location to receive public requests for the purchase of water. 

The ministry statement named ten other locations which have artesian wells 
where the public can buy water, in addition jo purchasing water from trucks 
coming from Zanqa to Amman and stationed at Marka in east Amman. 


Higher Court rejects contestation 
of decision to revoke nationality 


By Rana Hnsseini 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Higher Court of Jus- 
tice rejected a case filed by a 39-year- 
old man against the director general of 
the Passport and Civil Status Depart- 
ment (PCSD) contesting the depart- 
ment's decision to revoke his national- 
ity, national number and family book. 

Azmi Saeed Qassem filed the case 
against the department on March 28, 
1998, after an employee at the PCSD 
■ seized his- passport and revoked his 
nationality and national number a 
' month earlier when Mr. Qassem went; 
to renew his five-year passport, 
according to court documents. 

The department issued him a tempo- 
rary passport instead, the court docu- 
ment added. 

The court said that Mr. Qassem, a 
resident of Zowata town of Nablus 
was first issued a Jordanian passport 
in 1977, which listed bis residency in 
Zowata in Nablus. The plaintiff 
renewed his passport in 1985 at the 
Jordanian Embassy in Bonn, Ger- 
many. t 

But in its ruling last week, the court 
rejected Mr. Qassem ’s demand that 
his passport be renewed on the 
grounds that “he is not a Jordanian cit- 
izen because he is considered a Pales- 
tinian national in accordance with Jor- 


dan's decision [in I9SS] to sever 
administrative and legal ties with the 
West Bank.” 

“The plaintiff Jiolds a green card 
issued by the Jordanian authority that 
proves that he was a resident of the 
West Bank before and after the 1967 
war," the court stated. 

The court maintained that since Mr. 
Qassem was born in the West Bank 
town of Nablus and was living there 
before Jordan's decision to sever ties, 
he lost his Jordanian nationality and 
became a Palestinian’ffiSfiOhai - ; 

The court explained that according 
to regulations issue^after thtf sever- 
ance of ties with the West Bank “a 
person living in the West Bank before 
July 31, 1988 , is to be considered a 
Palestinian national, and not a Jordan- 
ian.” 

Palestinians holding green cards are 
allowed to stay one month in Jordan, 
with the exception of students, 
patients requiring medical treatment 
or those working abroad." 

The court added that after examin- 
ing several legal documents, it found 
the plaintiff held a green card, which 
he used to travel back and forth 
between the two banks," and even if 
he was given permission to reside in 
Jordan, this does not entitle him to cit- 
izenship." 

The court was presided over by 


Judge Mahmoud Hijazi and was also 
comprised of Justices Farah Rabadi, 
Hishara Ellian. Mohammad AUawneh 
and Mahmoud Odeh. 

Two weeks ago the same court 
rejected a case filed by Jiryes Handal 
against the director general of PCSD 
contesting a department decision to 
deny him a national number on his 
five-year temporary passport. 

The coun ruled then that Mr. Handal 
is a Palestinian citizen and not entitled 
.to a national number. 

These two decisions overturn a per- 
vious court-ruling fry former President 
of the Higher Court of Justice Judge 
Farouq Kilani, who ruled then in the 
case of Adel Omar vs the State that 
nationality was inalienable. 

Judge Kilani ruled that based on the 
Jordanian nationality law that no Jor- 
danian national should be denied 
his/her citizenship except in accor- 
dance with the law. He said that the 
decision to sever links with the West 
Bank was an administrative decision 
that does not override the law. 

Judge Kilani was the chief of the 
Higher Council, but was removed 
from office in March after serving 
only 80 days when the minister of jus- 
tice recommended that the judge be 
retired early. 


Applied Science students 
stage hunger strike 


Charity threatens 
to suspend work 
over taxation 


By Mohammad Ben Hussein 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A local 
charity on Saturday criti- 
cised as "unfair and ille- 
gal” a decision by the 
customs court fining it 
JD60,000 for engaging 
in commercial activity in 
violation of its founding 
charter. 

Wahid Ja’bari, chair- 
man of the Khalil Al 
Rahman Society, said the 
court imposed the stiff 
fine because the society 
rents out its main hall for 
weddings — a move the 
government claims is 
earning the organisation 
extra revenue that should 
be taxed. 

Mr. Ja’bari threatened 
to suspend the charity’s 
activities iff the govern- 
ment does not reverse 
the decision and said the 
society will refer to 
international organisa- 
tions to help it cope with 
the “expected financial 
catastrophe.” 

However, Mr. Ja’bari, a 
former Lower House of 
Parliament member, 
insisted the rental fees 
were generating extra 
income that the society 
spends on needy fami- 
lies. 

“The revenues generat- 
ed by the hall are used to 
assist people as the char- 


ity is non-profit,” said 
Mr. Ja’bari Saturday. 

The society supports 
136 families with month- 
ly salaries and it spends 
JD3,000 monthly on 
charitable activities, 
according to Mr. Ja'bari. 

Customs officials 
declined to elaborate on 
the court's decision. 

Members say the hall is 
not only used for wed- 
ding celebrations, but 
also for lectures, social 
activities, funerals, rec- 
onciliations of disputes 
and other activities free 
of charge. 

“The minister of social 
development supports 
the society’s position and 
has sent a letter to the 
Prime Minister urging 
him to cancel the fine," 
said Mr. Ja'abari. 

Minister of Social 
Development Moha- 
mmed Mamsar could not 
be reached for comment. 

Mr. Ja'bari said schools 
run by the society were 
exempted from any kind 
of tax. 

“How does the Cus- 
toms Department justify 
their decision, while 
other government min- 
istries believe we should 
not be taxed," he asked. 


Bv Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan Tones 

AMMAN — Four students 
at the Applied Science Uni- 
versity (ASU) launched a 
hunger strike on Saturday to 
protest the administration's 
decision to suspend them, 
said a spokesman for the stu- 
dent council. 

Anas Maraqa, deputy head 
of the student council at 
ASU, said the students, Rami 
Jabir, Mohammad Shadid, 
Ra'ed Bitar and Mohammad 
Lutfi, launched the open- 
ended strike to push tbe 
administration to reverse its 
decision, taken earlier this 
month. 

According to Mr. Maraqa, 
the university administration 
suspended ihe students for 
distributing a statement by 
the student council criticising 
the administration's decision 
to close the council’s office. 
The statement called on stu- 
dents to stage a rally inside 
the campus to protest univer- 
sity regulations and the clo- 
sure of the office. 

University officials said the 
students' actions violated 
university regulations which 
ban holding any processions 
or strikes inside" the campus. 

‘The statement distributed 
by the council was intended 
to clarify to students why the 
council's office was closed 
and the arbitrary actions 
taken by the administration,’’ 
Mr. Maraqa said He said 
university security stormed 


the student council office and 
confiscated its contents. 

“The student council’s 
threats to hold a strike inside 
the campus and their activi- 
ties to instigate unrest among 
studenis in the university is 
unjustified and unaccept- 
able," said ASU President 
Suleiman Arabiyat He said 
the derision to suspend the 
students followed a thorough 
investigation. 

“I believe that there are out- 
siders who are trying to 
instruct these students and 
give them orders to create 
unrest inside the campus," 
said Dr. Arabiyat, adding be 
will not allow the students to 
cany out the hunger strike. 

“These parties are trying to 
politicise these students’ 
activities for their ends," he 
added. 

Dr. Arabiyat refused to 
name these parties. 

Like most of the public and 
private universities, the 
ASU’s council is dominated 
by students affiliated with the 
.Islamic movement in Jordan, 
mainly the Muslim Brother- 
hood. 

"If they believe thai tbe 
decision to suspend them was 
unjustified, they could 
appeal which they have 
already done, so there is no 
need for what they are doing 
now," Dr. Arabiyat said. 

The ASU. located in Sbafa 
Badran, is a private universi- 
ty owned by local investors 
and teaches science subjects. 
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Taleban forces claim 


capture of Mazar-i-Sharif 


KABUL. Afghanistan (AP) 
— Afghanistan's Taleban 
militia Saturday claimed to 
have captured Mazar-i- 
Sharif. the last major prize 
in its war against a fractious 
nonhem alliance. 

The report could not be 
immediately confirmed. A 
spokesman for the ami- 
Taleban alliance said there 
was fierce fighting near the 
city, but that the Taleban 
religious militia had been 
unable to enter. 

The fall of Mazar-i-Sharif 
would be a major blow to an 
opposition pushed to a 
dwindling comer of north- 
ern Afghanistan, and would 
give the Taleban control of 
vinually all of Afghanistan. 

Taleban spokesman Abdul 
Ramona Hutaki said oppo- 
nents retreated south of 
Mazar-i-Sharif to Bamyan 
Province after the Taleban 
attacked from the west early 
Saturday morning. Taleban 
troops also had been poised 
east of Mazar-i-Sharif. 

Mr. Hutaki said the entire 
city was under Taleban con- 
trol. He had no details on 
casualties or the number of 
prisoners taken. 


Abdullah, a spokesman 
for the ami -Taleban alliance 
reached in Paris, said he had 
reports of major fighting 
around Mazar-i-Sharif. but 
said his forces repulsed the 
Taleban attack. Abdullah, 
like many Afghans, uses 
one name only. 

The Islamic Republic 
News Agency in Iran, 
which had reported a 
Taleban victory even before 
Taleban officials claimed it, 
described u dramatic battle 
for the city. 

“Continuous explosions 
are being heard in the city 
and there are sporadic acts 
of resistance in the streets." 
the Iranian news agency 
reported from Mazar-i- 
Sharif. “Various districts are 
burning and a large number 
of houses have been 
destroyed." 

In Iran, which has backed 
the anti-Taieban coalition. 
Foreign Minister Kama! 
Kharrazi called on the 
Taleban to protect the well- 
being of staff at the Iranian 
consulate in Mazar-i-Sharif. 

“We have conveyed this 
wish also to the Pakistani 
government, which has 


close ties with the Taleban." 
Mr. Kharrazi said. 

Sources in Mazar-i- 
Sharif. who refused to be 
named, said the city was 
heavily bombed and a 
heavy exchange of rocket- 
and shell-fire could be 
heard. Residents took shel- 
ter in basements. 

The anti-Taleban alliance 
has been under heavy pres- 
sure since the Taleban cap- 
tured its stronghold of 
Shebergan. about 100 kilo- 
metres west of Mazar-i- 
Sharif. nearly a week ago. 

The Taleban have 
imposed a strict version of 
Islamic law in territory they 
control. Since capturing 
Kabul in 1996. Taleban offi- 
cials have barred girls from 
school. confined most 
women to their homes, for- 
bade all music except reli- 
gious songs and banned 
anything published outside 
Afghanistan. 

The anti-Taleban coalition 
is mostly made up of 
Afghanistan's minority eth- 
nic and religious groups, 
factions that sometimes 
fight each other as well as 
the Taleban army. 


Kabila, African leaders 
discuss Congo crisis 


VICTORIA FALLS. 

Zimbabwe (R) — President 
Laurent Kabila and six 
African leaders were huddled 
in crisis talks Saturday to seek 
an end to the widening con- 
flict in the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo. 

The meeting in Zimbabwe’s 
Victoria Falls resort, which 
began with a working break- 
fast was being hosted by 
President Robert Mugabe and 
included the presidents of 
Zambia. Tanzania, Namibia. 
Uganda and Rwanda. 

The last two countries are 
accused by Mr. Kabila of 
backing Tutsi-led rebels 
threatening to topple him just 
over a year after he came to 
power in the former Zaire. 

Zimbabwe's state news 
agency said the prospects of a 
breakthrough were gloomy, 
reporting that Mr. Kabila was 
in an uncompromising mood. 

It also said that two of his 
top officials. Presidential 
.Affairs Minister Pierre Victor 
Mpoyo and Justice Minister 
Mucnzc Kongolo. had angri- 
ly accused Uganda and 
Rwanda of masterminding 
the rebellion and demanding 
they withdraw their troops. 

Quoting Zimbabwean gov- 
ernment sources. ZJANA said 
Mr. Kabila had initially 
refused to join a private din- 
ner 1 lusted by Mr. Mugabe 
Frida >. saying he did not want 
to be in the same room as 


Ugandan President Yoweri 
Museveni and Rwandan 

leader Pasteur Bizimungu. 

He was eventually persuad- 
ed to attend by Mr. Mugabe 
and Tanzanian President 

Benjamin Mkapa but there 
was no dialogue between Mr. 
Kabila and any member of 
either delegation, the agency 
added. 

Organisers of the summit 
said there would be no formal 
speeches during the meeting, 
which is expected to last at 
least five hours, but added that 
a statement would be issued at 
thcend. 

“The main objective will be 
to try and arrange a ceasefire 
and then consolidate that into 
a broader political framew ork 
that could lead to an accept- 
able programme for all the 
parties." a Zimbabwean offi- 
cial said. 

Tutsi-led rebels waging a 
week-long campaign against 
Mr. Kabila claimed fresh 
advances in the east of what 
used to be Zaire. In Kinshasa 
state radio said loyalist troops 
had retaken the airport in the 
city of Kisangani in the 
remote northeast. 

Rwanda. « hich backed Mr. 
Kabila on his way to toppling 
veteran dictator Mobutu Sese 
Scko last ye; ir. denies invnlu*- 
ment in the latest rebellion 
and insists the crisis is an 
internal matter provoked b> 
Mr. Kabila's poor leadership. 


Russia’s next Mir space 
crew heads for launch site 


MOSCOW i R > — A three- 
man team of cosmonauts, 
including a former defence 
adviser to President Boris 
Yeltsin, flew to their launch 
site in Kazakhstan Saturday 
reads for next week's blast- 
off to the ageing Russian 
space station Mir. 

A Mission Control 
spokesman said by telephone 
the trio set off for Baikonur 
cosmodrome from Moscow 
early Saturday morning. A 
back-up crew of three flew 
there on a separate plane. 

Crew commander Gennady 

Padaika. flight engineer 
Sergei Avdeycv and ex-presi- 
dential aide Yuri Baturin are 
scheduled to Mast off for the 
penultimate mission to Mir 
Thursday. 

Padaika and Avdeycv will 
replace the crew in orbit 
Talgat Musahayev and 
Nikolai Budarin, and arc 
expected to stay aloft for 20! 
days. Baturin will spend 
about two weeks on Mir 
before returning with the 
replaced crew. 

First Deputy Prime 
Minister Boris Nemtsov vis- 
ited Mission Control at 
Korolyov outside Moscow 
Friday. 


During the \isil Mr. 
Nemtsov spoke to the two- 
man crew aboard the I 2-v ear- 
old Mir. scheduled to be 
phased out next June. 

Musabaycv. the Mir com- 
mander. lobbied Mr. 
Nemtsov to keep it flying 
even longer. At one point, he 
held up a sheet of paper to the 
video camera which he said 
was an appeal from American 
scientists lo keep Mir in orbit. 

“They are disturbed that 
preparations are under way to 
bring down the world's only- 
manned station." he said. 

A cargo supply tug collided 
with Mir last year in a near- 
fatal accident. .Months of 
repairs have restored most of 
its functions, although one 
module is still sealed off. 

“The station is now in won- 
derful condition." flight engi- 
neer Budarin told Mr. 
Nemtsov. 

Sergei Gorbunov. a 
spokesman for the Russian 
Space Agency, later said 
some officials wanted to see 
Mir celebrate its 15th birth- 
day in space and were press- 
ing for a slay of execution. 

But he said unless a consor- 
tium from different countries 
emerged to help cover the 


$250 million a year it costs to 
keep Mir aloft, i: would be 
retired as planned next sum- 
mer. 

Mr. Nemtsov was careful 
not to make any promises lo 
extend Mif’s life. Bur he sjid 
Russia would meet us com- 
mitments to the new 
International Space Station 
despite financing woes but 
would have to resort to some 
creative ways to raise funds. 

“It's a very, very expensive 
programme but nonetheless 
wc consider Russian partici- 
pation m the programme 
absolutely necessary,” he told 
a news conference. 

The new station, bringing 
together Russia, the United 
States. Europe. Canada and 
Japan, is already more than a 
year behind schedule because 
of Russian delays due to cash 
shortages. 

The first of many modules 
is .scheduled for launch in 
November, with the fust crew 
gome up r.c.\t July. 

The fund-raising ideas 
include auctioning off 
licences for satellite commu- 
nications and selling off 
space agency assets such as 
little-used buildings and plots 
of land. 


Friday Rwanda's 

Bizimungu said his army was 
not fighting in the territory of 
its giant neighbour, but 
warned that this could 
change. 

“I understand that (Mr. 
Kabila) has declared war on 
my army and my people. Of 
course, if we are provoked, 
we will be involved." Mr. 
Bizimungu said. 

Uganda also dismisses 
charges of involvement in the 
revolt 

Rebel Commander Sylvain 
Bikelenge said Friday from 
the eastern border town of 
Goma where the revolt erupt- 
ed Sunday, that Mr. Kabila 
should go and that their ulti- 
mate target was Kinshasa 

Mr. Bikelenge. head of the 
10th army battalion. said his 
forces had captured the oil 
town of Miranda in the west 
and other units were now tar- 
geting the southern town of 
Kalemie, gateway to the for- 
mer Zaire'' copper-rich Shaba 
province. 

Zambian President 

Frederick Chiluba. whose 
country V v itaily important 
copper mining industry lies 
cloy- to die border with the 
Congo, said: "We arc all wor- 
ried about events in the 
Congo and it is my hope that 
»c can get a settlement 
because a >iablc Congo is 
important for the region.’" 



Prince Rainier of Monaco (centre) poses for photographers with Princess 
Caroline (left) and Princess Stephanie of Monaco, during the gala of the Red 
Cross in Monaco. This annual society ball by the Principality's royal family is held 
at the Monaco sporting club (Reuters photo) 


China to prosecute dissident 
over opposition party 


BEIJING (AFP) — Police 
in eastern China's 
Hangzhou cily have formal- 
ly placed dissident Wang 
Youcai under arrest on 
charges of “incitement to 
overthrow state power" for 
attempting to legally regis- 
ter a pro-democracy opposi- 
tion party*, his wife said 
Saturday. 

The move signals that 
authorities have singled out 
the former Tiananmen stu- 
dent activist for criminal 
prosecution as the ring- 
leader behind the attempt 
— the first of its kind 
recorded since the start of 
Communist rule in 1949. 

Police telephoned Hu 
Jiangjia to inform her that 
they issued the arrest papers 
on Friday for her husband, 
who has been in police cus- 
todv since Julv 10. she told 
AFP. 

Wang Youcai. 32. together 
with two other activists in 
Zhejiang province. Wang 
Donghai and Lin Hui. per- 
sonally submitted the 
CDP's application on June 
25 — the day U.S. President 
Bill Clinton arrived in 
China for a landmark visit. 

In a separate develop- 
ment Mr. Lin w as released 


from detention late 
Thursday, his father said. 

Police detained some 20 
activists associated w r ith the 
party in ihc weeks follow- 
ing Mr. Clinton's visit, but 
at' the start of this week, 
only Mr. Lin and Wang 
Youcai remained in custody. 

At least three members set 
free last month including 
Wang Donghai. Zhu Yufu 
and Zhu Zhengming. were 
warned noi lo leave their 
homes by police and remain 
under quasi-house arrest. 

Wang Youcai spent three 
years behind bars for his 
role in the 19S9 Tiananmen 
Square protests. Beijing 
named him as the 1 5th most 
wanted student leader after 
the military crushed the 
pro-democracy demonstra- 
tions. 

The dissident's wife said 
his family had hired two 
lawyers to defend him but 
only one remained in (heir 
service following harass- 
ment front authorities. 

According lo a report 
issued by U.S.-based dissi- 
dents. lawyers hired lo 
defend the CDP-relaied 
activists received threats 
and warnings from officials 
last month, and one. Wane 


Peiji. even had his licence 
revoked. 

The United States on July 
13 urged China to release 
all dissidents associated 
with the party, saying citi- 
zens had the right to peace- 
fully express their views. 

Three days later, 100 dis- 
sidents from 19 Chinese 
provinces signed an open 
letter condemning the 
Zhejiang detentions as 

“against the Chinese gov- 
ernment's promises to 
improve the human rights 
situation and promote 

democracy." 

It cited President Jiang 
Zemin's June announce- 
ment that China would this 
autumn sign the U.N. 
Convention on Civil and 
Political Rights, which 
guarantees the right of 
peaceful political expres- 
sion. 

But the foreign ministry' 
has dismissed queries on 
the attempted registration of 
the party, referring to its 
members as “criminals." 

"The registration of social 
organisations which under- 
mine China's national secu- 
rity is illegal." foreign min- 
istry spokesman Tang 
Guoqiang said. 


Exiled Myanmar activists rally 
in Thailand capital against junta 


BANGKOK (AFP) — 
A standoff developed 
between Thai police 
and exiled Myanmar 
anti-junta activist 1 , here 
Saturday as some 2(H) 
protesters gathered out- 
side Yancon's embassy 
to mark the 10th 
anniversary of a bloody 
c rack Jo w n on dissent 
in the isolated neigh- 
bouring state. 

Thai police initially 
ordered the activist* to 
disperse. but later 
allowed them to contin- 
ue their \igil after a 
compromise was 

reached and the 
activists ceased block- 
ing an area in lront of 
the embassy’s gate. The 
embassy was dosed 
Saturday but some offi- 
cials could he seen 
inside. 

Some 50 police — 
including 10 in riot 
gear and 20 in plain- 
clothes — were 
deployed when senior 
officers tried lo per- 
suade the protesters it* 
disperse. But most later 
withdrew, leaving only 
a few officers in moni- 
tor the situation. 

"There has been an 
order lo standby in case 
the situation here gets 
out of hand." one ol the 
officers told AFP. 

Another officer, 
requesting anonymity, 
said the student protest- 
ers were an inconve- 
nience to (he general 
public and that they 
should reduce their 
number to "seven nr 
eight “ 


igr 

The overnight vigil 
swelled to some 250 


people earlier Saturday, 
the 10th anniversary of 
a military crackdown 
on a pro- democracy 
uprising in Myanmar 
which left thousands 
dead, according to 
unofficial estimates. 

Crowds of youths 
gathered outside the 
embassy, chanting slo- 
gans before a wreath 
was laid at the gale and 
orange-clad Buddhist 
monks prayed for the 
victims. 

"Wc came to demon- 
strate our feelings." All 
Burma Students’ 

Democratic Front coor- 
dinator Kaung Myat 
told AFP. "Ten years 
ago the military' killed 
many students, and 
nothing has changed 
since then." 

Wearing red head- 
bands adorned with a 
single golden fighting 
peacock, the longstand- 
ing symbol of student 
resolution in Myanmar, 
ranks of activists sal 
facing away from the 
embassy unto the busy 
road. 

On the embassy’s 
grey concrete wall and 
spiked steel gale the 
students had pasted 
posters of opposition 
National League for 
Democracy INLD) 
leader and Nobel peace 
prize laureate Aung San 
Suu Kyi. 

"Long live Daw (hon- 
orific! Aung San Suu 
Kyi" and “We can’t for- 
get democracy in 
Burma now" were 
scrawled in large letters 
on posters stuck to the 
gate. 


Pamphlets handed out 
to passers- hy called on 
Myanmar's junta lo 
convene a parliament 
based on the results of 
elections in 1990 and to 
allow freedom of politi- 
cal activities for ethnic 
minorities. 

The NL.D won 1990 
polls by a landslide but 
the junta refused to 
relinquish power. Since 
then military authori- 
ties have closed univer- 
sities and clamped 
down on dissent. Many 
students and opposition 
supporters fled to 
neighbouring Thailand. 

The activists called 
for the people of 
Myanmar and the inter- 
national community to 
remember Aug. 8. 
1988. when a pro- 
democracy uprising 
was crushed by the 
army. 

International pres- 
sure. including from the 
Thai government, has 
been mounting on 
Myanmar's military in 
recent weeks to begin 
dialogue with major 
opposition parties. 

The rally started at 
8:00 a.iu. (1300 GMT) 
after many stayed out- 
side the embassy 
overnight. It was 
expected lo end 
Saturday, but many stu- 
dents said they planned 
to stay umii Aug. 21. 

“Wc want to be free 
from the military gov- 
ernment and lor them to 
recognise the elections 
eight years ago," said 
Ail Burma Basic 
Education Union mem- 
ber Gyaw Oo. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Former White House intern 
accused of stalking 
Stephanopouios 


NEW YORK (AP) — A former White House intern 
has been charged with harassing former senior U.S. 
presidential adviser George Stephanopouios, show- 
ing up at his home and his workplace and sending 
him letters. Tangela Burkhart, 30, of New York was 
arraigned July 3 on harassment charges, according 
to a criminal complaint made public this week. 
Between Jan. 22 and July 2, Ms. Burkhart alleged- 
ly followed Mr. Stephanopouios around the city, 
showing up at Columbia University, where he is a. 
visiting professor of political science, and at his 
home, prosecutors said Friday. Ms. Burkhart also 
allegedly went to a coffee shop and a deli 
Stephanopouios frequented, followed him to other 
cities and to private meetings and sent him one or 
two letters a week. Mr. Stephanopouios was grant- 
ed an order of protection, requiring Ms. Burkhart to 
have no contact with him. Prosecutors did not know 
when Ms. Burkhart was a White House intern, and 
White House officials did not return a telephone 
message seeking comment. Ms. Burkhart's attor- 
ney, Myron Beldock, said his client was innocent. 
Mr. Stephanopouios rose to national prominence 
during the 1992 presidential campaign, which was 
won by Bill Clinton. He was White House commu- 
nications director before moving into an office next 
to the Oval Office, where he continued as one of the 
president's most trusted aides. 


Serb war crimes suspect 
fatally shot in drunken brawl 


BELGRADE. Yugoslavia (AP) -Awar crimes sus- 
pect wanted by the U.N. tribunal for atrocities com- 
mitted during the Bosnian war has died in a bar brawl 
in Serbia, sources said Saturday. Slobodan Miljkovic, 
known also by his nom de guerre, Lugar, died in a 
drunken brawl late Friday in his hometown of 
Kragujevac, 100 kilometres southeast of Belgrade, a 
police source confirmed Saturday. Miljkovic had 
been indicted by the U.N. War Crimes tribunal at The 
Hague. Netherlands, for allegedly participating in 
mass killings in the northeastern Bosnian town of 
Bosanski Samac in 1992. He was also wanted on 
three counts of individual murder and numerous beat- 
ings. but he remained at large in Serbia. Two other 
Serb war crimes suspects, both already at The Hague, 
have died in the past six weeks. One committed sui- 
cide. while the other died of a ruptured aorta. Known 
as a pre-war thug and shady underworld figure. 
Miljkovic returned to Serbia after the war because 
authorities in Belgrade would not extradite him to 
The Hague. According to local radio reports, 
Miljkovic and a friend started a violent brawl in a bar 
when the bar owner, an ex-policeman, tried to stop 
them from molesting a waitress. Miljkovic. his friend 
and the bar owner were all fatally shot in the fight and 
several others were wounded, the report said. In 
March. Miljkovic gave an interview to a Belgrade 
paper in which he claimed innocence and blamed any 
atrocities on politicians. “The war is over and we are 
declared war criminals. What about those who sent 
me there?" Miljkovic was quoted by Demokratija 
daily as saying. “They pushed us into war. they 
explained to us the goals and aims. And now we are 
war criminals, and they are still in their positions." 


Oklahoma teen arrested 
after multiple slayings 


GLENPOOL. Oklahoma (AP) — A J 5-year-old boy 
suspected of lulling his parents and his girlfriend's 
grandfather was arrested in Kansas with two missing 
teenage girls and two infants. Tulsa police said 
Day I an Shanks was arrested late Friday in Emporia 
Kansas, along with girlfriend Christina Lynn Fuller. 
14. and her sister, Keri Dawn Fuller, 13. A 1 -year-old 
boy and a 2-year-old girl, who w'ere with the youths 
when they were arrested, apparently belong to a sister 
of one of the teenage girls, said Emporia police Sgt. 
Mark Summey. The search for Dylan Shanks began 
shortly after the shootings of Emmett E. Smith and 
Jackie Anita Smith at their home in Tulsa Friday 
afternoon. Smith was killed but Mrs. Smith, who was 
treated for graze wounds to her chin and neck, named 
Shanks at the shooter, police said. Deputies who went 
lo Shanks rural trailer home then found his parents, 
Alva Ray Shanks and Carolyn Denise Shanks, shot to 
death. 


Thai mother with HIV becomes 
drug dealer after losing job 


BANGKOK. Thailand (AP) — Police have arrested 
an HIV-positive woman who turned to amphetamine- 
trafficking for money to feed her three children after 
she was shunned at her former workplace. Police said 
Saturday that Ratchada Chenchom had lost her facto- 
ry’ job in Lamphun in northern Thailand after her 
employers and co-workers discovered she had. the 
AIDS virus. Ms. Ratchada, who said she had con- 
tracted the disease from a husband who died three 
years ago. tuld police she had no choice but to sell 
amphetamines to support her children. Ms. Ratchada 
was arrested in possession of 279 amphetamine 
tablets, police said. Amphetamine use is a mushroom- 
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No barking at night, Russian 
town tells dog owners 


" ! R ? ~~ A provincial Russian town has 
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World News 



Two South Koreans huddle under umbrellas as they look at a bridge destroyed by floods In Kyonggi province, just 
north of Seoul. Heavy rains pounded the country’s northern areas again Saturday, ‘bringing the death toll from 
recent rainfalls to 204, with 87 people missing and some 30,000 others made homeless (Reuters photo) 


Landslides, 
least five in 


floods kill at 
South Korea 


SEOUL, South Korea (AP) 
— After a brief reprieve mud 
slides and floods in South 
Korea triggered by fresh rains 
killed at least five people and 
forced tens of thousands to 
flee their homes Saturday, just 
two days after massive floods 
near the capital left 140 peo- 
ple dead. 

Two UJS. Army soldiers 
were killed and 12 others 
were injured when a mud 
slide engulfed their camp 
south of Seoul early Saturday, 
Col. Cari Kropf, a spokesman 
for the U.S. military com- 
mand in South Korea, said. 


details pending investigation 
and notification of family 
members. 

Tens of thousands of people 
returned to their sodden, mud- 
caked homes around Seoul 
Friday after being driven out 
by floods the day before. But 
up to 40 centimetres of rain 


fell Saturday, forcing diem to 
flee again. 

The combined death toll 
from the flooding has reached 
210. including Saturday’s 
deaths, and 94 are still miss- 
ing in the worst natural disas- 
ter to strike South Korea since 
a typhoon claimed 350 lives 
in 1987. Property damage 
estimates ranged from S200 
milli on to $2 billion. 

Shin Yong-Bal, 58. and his 
20-year-old daughter were 
killed when a landslide buried 
their home, said police in 
Songnam, a city just south of 
Seoul Another man was 


At least two tributaries of 
die Han River, which bisects 
Seoul, overflowed. Officials 
using loudspeakers were urg- 
ing residents in low-lying dis- 
tricts to evacuate. Lightening 
crisscrossed the Seoul sky. 
disrupting electricity and tele- 
phone service and making the 


evacuation more difficult 

With heavy rains causing 
dams upstream to discharge 
water from swollen reser- 
voirs, the Han River rose dan- 
gerously high, city officials 
said. Riverside roads were 
closed. 

Soldiers and rescue workers 
picking through flood debris 
people still missing from 
Thursday’s flooding were 
ordered ro retreat to higher 
ground. 

“We are fighting with guer- 
rilla rain showers. They come 
and dump and go away. We 
cannot predict where they 
will appear again. It's impos- 
sible to predict bow much 
more damage we have to sus- 
tain,” said" Won Yoo-Jin, a 
government relief officiaL 

The deluge was brought by 
the same storm system that a 
week earlier sent flash floods 
raging down mountain val- 
leys in the southern tip of the 
Korean Peninsula, killing 67 
campers and leaving 29 miss- 
ing and feared dead. 

About 1.000 U.S. soldiers 
were evacuated from several 
small camps near the border 


with Communist North 
Korea, said SgL Major Billy 
Foster of the 2nd Infantry 
Division. SgL Foster called 
flood damage to the camps 
the worst “I've seen in one 
place in my 30-year army 
career." The deluge wrecked 
entire villages. Streams were 
clotted with overturned cars. 
Alleys were piled with sod- 
den furniture pulled from 
homes knee deep in water. 

Some 22.300 hectares of 
farm land were covered by 
dark brown flood water. 

About 10 tonnes of mortar 
rounds, antipersonnel land 
mines and other ammunition 
were missing after flood 
waters swept through an army 
depot near die border with 
North Korea, defence min- 
istry officials said. 

U.S. military camps also 
lost an unspecified amount of 
small arms ammunition to 
floods, the U.S. military com- 
mand said. 

Soldiers with mine detec- 
tors were combing the area, 
but officials feared many 
small land mines may have 
been swept downstream. 


.’ Ten ' oF. rhbs4" injured, ‘aff 1 ’ " tailed after' falling iritb flood 
. with ' the ' 304th Signal ; water in Seoul, police said. 
Battalion 1 of the ’U.S.'’ 'Sib' ' With ‘mare* non pounding 
Army's 1st Signal Brigade, the metropolitan area. 30,000 
were hospitalised in stable homes remained submerged, 
condition. Col Kropf said. He the Home Ministry's Disaster 
declined to give further Relief Headquarters said. 


American balloonist hazards risky 
ocean route in bid to circle globe 


BUENOS AIRES, Argentina 
(AP) — An American dare- 
devil soared over (he 
Argentine pampas in a bal- 
loon. streaking towards the 
South Atlantic on the first leg 
of a hazardous quest to circle 
the world. 

Hoping to become the first 
balloonist to round the globe, 
Chicago stockbroker Steve 
Fossett lifted off late Friday 
from Mendoza in western 
Argentina, starting an 
attempted 32.185-kflometre 
odyssey. 

With propane burners roar- 
ing, Mr. Fossett rode the 46- 
metre balloon Solo Spirit 
into a moonlit sky as hun- 
dreds of people cheered him 
on from a soccer stadium 970 
kilometres west of Buenos 
Aires. 

Circumnavigating the 
Earth in a balloon is one of 
aviation's last unachieved 
feats. Ml Fossett has chart- 


ed a 14- to 18-day course that 
would take him from west to 
east around the southern 
hemisphere, mostly over 
oceans. 

Mr. Fossett admitted before 
takeoff that this was his riski- 
est of four attempts to circle 
the world, nine-tenths of the 
course being over water. 

“You have to believe that 
you are going to succeed 
with this flight because a 
water landing would be very 
dangerous," Mr. Fossett said. 
“I'm using the same capsule 
I’ve used for seven balloon 
flights, and it's seaworthy.” 

Andres Tricaza. 12, was in 
the crowd bidding farewell to 
the helium and hot air bal- 
loon. “It’s the biggest thing 
I’ve seen in my life! One day 
I would like to do something 
like this.” 

Mr. Fossett’s command 
centre at Washington 
University in Sl Louis said 


the balloon was ar 7.200 
metres early Saturday, cruis- 
ing at 114 kph, and would 
cross out onto the Atlantic 
after daylight. 

If all goes according to 
plan, the 54-year-old Fossett 
will hazard a four-day cross- 
ing of the windswept South 
Atlantic towards South 
Africa before flying onward 
to Australia and then east 
over the Pacific back to 
South America. 

A bone-chilling tempera- 
ture of minus 50 degrees was 
registered outside the bal- 
loon's capsule. ■ But Mr. 
Fossett was in a fleece-lined 
jacket within a closed, heated 
cabin. 

Nonetheless. conditions 
were nigged in the 1.22 
metre by 2. 1 3 metre capsule, 
which was crammed with 
communications gear, b arter- 
ies. water and enough mili- 
tary-style rations to last days 


adrift should Ml Fossett 
ditch at sea. 

Two American flags flut- 
tered from the capsule. 

Competition is intense to 
achieve RTW — ballooning 
parlance for “Round the 
World" — and most attempts 
have been made in the north- 
ern hemisphere. 

Mr. Fossett's first attempt 
to circle Earth lasted just 36 
hours, cut short in January 
1996 by winter storms. A 
year later, be set the distance 
record; a 16,674-kilometre, 
six-dav journey from St. 
Louis "to Sultanpar, India. He 
landed after running short of 
fuel while awaiting Libyan 
clearance. 

On Jan. 5. 1998, Mr. 
Fossett ended another 
attempt, landed 9.337 kilo- 
metres away from his start- 
ing point of Sl Louis in a 
wheat field near Krasnodar, 
southern Russia. 


Confusion reigns over 
Chechenya shooting reports 


MOSCOW (R) — Russia 
and Chechenya kept up a 
steady flow of conflicting 
reports Saturday about an 
apparent border clash but 
agreed all was quiet on the 
frontier for now. 

Russian and Chechen 

sources said Friday 

Russian troops and 

Chechen fighters had 

exchanged fire at the bor- 
der of the separatist region 
in the early hours. 

Accounts differed widely. 

Russian Deputy Interior 
Minister Leonid Shevtsov, 
a lieutenant-general, denied 
there bad been any unusual 
milirary activity at ail, 
Russian news agencies 
reported Saturday. 

“Shevtsov said all mili- 
tary forces had been 
ordered to open fire only if 
directly attacked. He also 
stressed the situation in the 
region was generally sta- 
ble," R1A news agency 
reported. 

Chechen television did 
not mention the shooting 
reports. 

Aslanbek Arsayev, 
Chechenya's internal secu- 


rity minister, told Reuters 
in the Chechen regional 
capital Grozny everything 
was quiet along the 500-km 
border. 

“I'm receiving informa- 
tion from all Chechen 
checkpoints on the border,'’ 
he said. “The situation is 
under control. No accidents 
were reported. All is quiet.” 
In neighbouring Dagestan, 
a duty interior ministry 
spokesman echoed this 
assessment. 

“If there were shootings 
or even more — armoured 
vehicles attacking for 
example — it would be dif- 
ficult not to notice.” he said 
by telephone. “It’s not as if 
we all sit here and don't 
know what is happening.” 

But Mr. Arsayev’s col- 
league, Chechen Foreign 
Minister Movjadi Udugov 
painted a different picture. 
He told Ekho Moskvy radio 
station the Chechen cabinet 
was meeting in emergency 
session Saturday to discuss 
the situation. 

He said Friday Russian 
helicopter gunships and 
armoured vehicles attacked 


the Chechen border 
overnight and that morn- 
ing. 

“Chechen border guards 
were engaged in combat 
last night and today in the 
morning near 

Borodinovskaya village ou 
the border with Dagestan," 
Mr. Udugov told Reuters. 

Mr. Udugov, who tele- 
phoned Reuters in Moscow, 
said several Chechens had 
been wounded, some of 
them critically, and there 
were unspecified losses on 
the Russian side as well. 

“All responsibility lies 
with the Russian leader- 
ship. It is an infringement 
of our peace treaty," Mr. 
Udugov said. But another 
senior minister told Reuters 
there had been no fighting 
on the border apart frofri 
“the usual gunshots". 

R1A, citing police 
sources, said a Russian 
police outpost on the 
Dagestan side of the border 
came under fire from the 
direction of the border. 
Local police told the 
agency there were no casu- 
alties and Russian units did 


not retaliate. 

RIA said the cross-border 
sbooring capped a chaotic 
night in the village on the 
Dagestani side. One person 
was killed and another 
wounded when police tried 
to quell a drunken brawl. 

Hundreds of villagers 
then attacked a local police 
station. 

Chechenya fought a bitte* - 
war for independence from 
Moscow in 1994-96 which 
ended when Russian troops 
withdrew from the region. 
Chechenya claims full 
independence, although no 
other country recognises it 
as a sovereign state.. 

Russian politicians have 
warned of increasing insta- 
bility in Chechenya and the 
surrounding regions. 
Chechenya's president. 
Aslan Maskhadov. sur- 
vived an assassination 
attempt last month. 

Mr. Maskhadov. who is 
on a visit to the United 
States travelling on a 
Russian passport, told a 
conference Friday 

Chechenya would never 
give up its independence. 


More Indonesian troops 
pull out from E. Timor 


‘Australia’s Soviet 
spies endangered 
Americans in Pacific’ 


JAKARTA (AFP) — The last 
batch of some 1 .000 combat 
troops pledged to be withdrawn 
by Indonesian President BJ. 
Habibie from troubled East 
Timor left the territory 
Saturday, the military s a id 

“I have just returned fir the 
farewell ceremony. Six compa- 
nies of men, from the marines 
and Kostrad (the army strategic 
command) have left on board 
two boats,” the head of staff of 
the East Timor military com- 
mand, Lieutenant Colonel 
Supadi told AFP. 

The latest batch, six compa- 
nies or between 600 and 700 
troops, were the last of about 
1,000 troops that Jakarta had 
pledged to pull out from East 
Timor in the initial phase of a 
forces reduction exercise there. 
Col. Supadi said. 

He said two navy boats, the 
Teluk Ratai and the Teluk 
Bone, left earning the soldiers 
to Jakarta and Surabaya on 
Java Island. 

The first batch of soldiers, 
398 special forces and combat 
infantry troops, left East Timor 
on July 28. 

On Aug. 5. three companies 
of soldiers and the police 
mobile brigade, had also 
depaned from East Timor but 
they left as part of a regular 
troop rotation and their replace- 
ment had arrived in Dili, the 
main town in East Timor the 
following day. Col. Supadi 
said 

“The three combat compa- 
nies have now been replaced by 
three non-combat companies ... 
they are unarmed," he said of 
die new arrivals. 

Col. Supadi said that one of 
the three new companies was 
from the military health divi- 
sion. 

Mr. Habibie pledged a “grad- 
ual” troop withdrawal in a 
meeting with East Timorese 
Bishop Carlos Belo in June, 
shortly after he replaced ex- 
President Suharto. 

Mr. Suharto had ordered the 
1975 invasion of the former 
Portuguese colony and its 
annexation the following year. 

Officials have said that the 
fences reduction will be fol- 
lowed by others in the future 
but no details given. 

Critics here and abroad have 


accused the Indonesian mili- 
tary, with its pervasive presence 
in East Timor of serious viola- 
tions of human rights and have 
called for their withdrawal as a 
prerequisite to peace there. 

Mr. Habibie has also pledged 
wide-ranging autonomy for the 
troubled territory, which was 
annexed by Jakarta a year after 
the invasion in a move never 
recognised by the United 
Nations. 

Portugal and Indonesia 
agreed during talks between 
their foreign ministers under 
the auspices of die U.N. secre- 
tary general that ended in New 
York Wednesday that their offi- 
cials will meet to discuss the 
autonomy for East Tima-. 

Indonesian Foreign Minister 
Ah Alatas has said that under 
the autonomy. Jakarta expected 
to retain authority over defence, 
foreign affairs and finance mar- 
teri. 

“With today's departure, the 
presence of combat troops in 
East Timor is very thin," Col. 
Supadi said. 

However, Western military 
attaches here said the with- 
drawal of the 1,000 troops was 
unlikely to change the military 
balance in East Timor, where 
an estimated 200 guerrillas are 
still operating. 

Military officials here said 
the total pre-pullout troop 
strength in East Timor stood at 
12,700 — 6.700 of them East 
Timorese. 

Of the 6.000 Indonesian 
troops, 1,000 were special 
combat troops, 3500 “territori- 
al" (assigned to districts’), and 
2500 others made up of police, 
and officers of various depart- 
ments, including 100 intelli- 
gence operatives. 

The other Indonesian 
provinces, with the exception 
of Aceh and Irian Jaya where 
separatist movements were 
active, usually have about two 
banallions of soldiers. 

An Indonesian banal lion usu- 
ally consists of about 650 to 
800 men depending on die 
companies involved. 

Indonesian military leaders 
have said that they also planned 
to pull out outride troops from 
Aceh and would only sent 
unarmed, non-combat troops to 
Irian Jaya. 


CANBERRA. Australia 
( AP) — Intelligence gath- 
ered by Australians serv- 
ing as Soviet spies during 
World War II put the lives 
of American military' per- 
sonnel at risk and jeopar- 
dised key U.S. operations 
in the Pacific, according 
to the authors of a newly- 
published book. 

The authors, Australian 
academics Des Ball and 
David Homer, based their 
conclusion on a detailed 
study of once highly- 
secret material gathered 
from signals intercepted 
by American and British 
intelligence services. 

Details of the intercept- 
ed signals were released 
in the United States in the 
early 1990s. 

The new book. 
“Australia’s KGB 

Network. Breaking the 
Codes,” will go on sale 
from Monday in 
Australia. 

The authors say there 
were about 10 Australian 
members of a Soviet spy 
ring which operated in 
Canberra during the war 
years. 

Its key member was 
allegedly an Australian 
the Soviets code named 
Klod, the Russian version 
of Claude. 

His Soviet contacts 
reportedly included 
Semyen Makarov, a mem- 
ber of the Russian intelli- 
gence service NKGB, a 
predecessor of the KGB, 
wbo was then stationed at 
the Soviet embassy in 
Canberra. 

“The information 
leaked through the Soviet 
embassy l in Canberra) 
dealt with American oper- 
ations in the Philippines 
and had the potential to 
make the American task 
more difficult," Mr. 
Homer told The 
Associated Press 

Saturday. 

“This information was 
being used — whether 


deliberately or inadver- 
tently — contrary to 
Australian national inter- 
ests, possibly to the extent 
of putting the lives of 
Australian and American 
servicemen at risk." 

The Australian spy net- 
work allegedly included a 
typist in the office of 
Australia’s external 
affairs minister. H.V. 
(Doo Evatt: a member of 
Australia’s secret service 
and at least two well- 
placed members of 
Australia’s diplomatic 
service. 

The information Klod 
gathered was passed to 
Moscow and reached the 
Japanese in the 
Manchurian city- of 
Harbin, where both the 
Soviets and the Japanese 
had consulates during the 
war. 

Mr. Homer said that he 
and Mr. Ball believe, but 
cannot prove, that Stalin 
deliberately leaked the 
material gathered in 
Australia to the Japanese. 

“It was in the Soviet's 
interest to prolong the 
fighting jn the southwest 
Pacific so as to enable 
them to enter the war 
after the defeat of 
Germany." Mr. Homer 
said. 

“Such an action by the 
Soviet authorities would 
not have been unusual.” 
The authors said informa- 
tion passed along to the 
Japanese via the Soviet- 
Australian spy connection 
included a decision by the 
U.S. Pacific Fleet to delay 
a landing on the eastern 
tip of the Bicol Peninsula 
on Luzon in the 
Philippines. 

Also relayed was an 
American decision to 
invade the Camotes Sea, 
northwest of the island of 
Leyte in the Philippines, 
and the completion of an 
American torpedo boat 
base on Mindoro Island in 
the Philippines, they said. 
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A public dressingdown 


A FOREIGN diplomat once remarked that in 
his country the press undresses government 
officials. He meant the comment figuratively of 
course, but nonetheless his purpose was to illus- 
trate that his government was constantly being 
watched and held accountable for its actions as 
well as its inactions. Accountability — the word 
need not send shivers up the spine of govern- 
ment if it dutifully goes about its business and, 
in so doing, makes its work transparent to the 
public it has been appointed to serve. 

Isn't it a humiliating shame that once again 
His Majesty King Hussein is the one to reveal 
government incompetence? Is it not frightening 
enough that citizens have had and continue to 
suffer through a water contamination crisis 
with no clear answers to its cause, only to learn 
from their King that two other major institu- 
tions have demonstrated negligence so severe 
that the lives of ordinary people were at risk 
and the welfare of the nation was jeopardised? 

Those who would say that the bureaucracy is 
so complicated that such issues become increas- 
ingly difficult to correct are just making excus- 
es. 

All that need be asked is, if those in manager- 
ial, administrative and supervisory positions — 
and these include our most senior government 
officials — are not prepared to take on their 
responsibilities with a significant measure of 
work ethic, how can you expect the employees 
down the line to perform any better? 

"[T]he near miss of two huge aircraft over 
Amman a few months ago would have been a 
catastrophe that was avoided by God's grace," 
the King wrote to Crown Prince Hassan. His 
message to officials high and low could not be 
any clearer — get your act together! An air col- 
lision and the shut down of electrical power to 
half the nation are not matters to be dismissed. 
Who is the government to talk about a culture 
of shame when it is unable or unwilling to fulfil 
its basic obligations to the people and country ? 
Was not the King's auger at the shameful exam- 
ple of the public orphanage scandal last year 
enough to teach our officials and all future offi- 
cials a lesson? Obviously not. So why bother 
with all the farcical talk about instituting trans- 
parency? If officials do not have respect for 
themselves, one cannot really expect them to 
respect the public they are meant to serve. It is 
little wonder then, that the government is fight- 
ing tooth and nail to pass its draconian press 
and publications law. Buttoning up the press 
keeps the government fully clothed. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A! Ra'i ‘s Fahed Fanek said die grants ihe government 
receives from abroad are essential to the treasury. He 
urged the government to do its best to keep grants 
flowing into the country'- in 1997 Jordan received grants 
uf»rth over $400 million and of these. Dr. Ruck said, 
oil rebates from Iraq amounted to S1SS million, aid 
grants from U.S. and EU totalled S58 million and $46 
million. Japanese contribution were $40 million, and 
UN. agencies provided S70 million. He said these 
grants amount to 5.5 *> of Jordan’s GDP and translate 
to a per capita amount of S90 per annum. The writer 
urged the government to ensure a continual flow of this 
extremely beneficial form of external aid which helps 
the balance of payments as well as helps reduce the cur- 
rent account deficit. 

AI Doustour's Oreib Rintawi speculated over the 
possibilities of various candidates for the post of prime 
minister in Israel after the next general elections. The 
possible candidates he evaluated were incumbent 
Premier Benyamin Netanyahu. Labour leader Ehud 
Barak. Infrastructure Minister Ariel Sharon. Defence 
Minister Yitzhak Mordechai. and Tel Aviv Mayor Ron; 
Milo, said Rantawi. Labour's Barak has 34 per cent 
support, right wing Likud-nik Netanyahu 28 per cent, 
and rightist Milo and Likud-nik Sharon both obtained 
15 per cent each, according to a recent poll, said 
Rintawi. He said the above figures show that the right- 
ists. right centrists and the hawks arc the candidates 
most likely to lead in the upcoming elections, and they 
represent the hard-liner streams. He said the differences 
among the candidates arc very narrow making it possi- 
ble for Sharon to be the next Israeli prime minister, said 
Rintawi. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


Dr. Fahed Fanek 


Agricultural sector in disarray 


WE ARE accustomed to describing Jordan as on agricul- 
tural country while in reality such a classification no 
longer fits the Kingdom. For tens of years, the contribu- 
tion of agriculture was diminishing. Currently, this sector 
contributes no more than 6 per cent of the gross domestic 
product (GDP). Manpower engaged in agriculture does 
not exceed 60,000 labourers or less than 6 per cent of the 
overall labour force, while some 100.000 guest workers, 
mainly Egyptians, are undertaking the major part of agri- 
cultural production in both subsectors of cultivation and 
livestock and poultry raising. 

The agricultural lobbyists try to overstate the impor- 
tance of the sector by claiming that other activities relat- 
ed to agriculture contribute around 28 per cent of GDP. 
This may be true but it is also applicable to other sectors. 
The agriculture related activities include transportation, 
packaging, trade, industry, water, energy and other ser- 
vices. 

Certainly we have no intention of underestimating the 
importance of agriculture from various points of view. 


Agricultural produce forms around 41 per cent of nation- 
al exports. 20 per cent of which represent foodstuffs. A 
large portion of the population still depends on agriculture 
for their livelihood. They represent a sector of the popu- 
lation that deserves to be favoured. It is obvious that had 
it not been for agriculture, most of the countryside popu- 
lation would have moved to the cities, creating in the 
process various social bottlenecks and problems. 

The importance of development and modernisation of 
agriculture become evident when we recognise that the 
food gap in the trade balance amounts to a staggering 
JD 1,750 million annually; the per capita share of this gap 
is around JD116 a year, which gives agriculture some 
kind of priority in import replacement strategy, as the 
domestic market is available and export markets arc plen- 
ty. Still, agricultural production should be matched by 
processing of products to convert perishable fruits and 
vegetables into foodstuffs that can he stored and trans- 
ported throughout the year. 

Jordon is also blessed by a sizeable animal wealth. 


There are around 2.6 million sheep, 64 thousand cows, 
2.500 poultry farms with a production capacity of 120 
tonnes of meat and over one billion eggs a year- 

On the negative side, it should be pointed out that the 
agricultural sector that contributes no more than 6 per 
cent of GDP is consuming 70 per cent of all available 
water resources and demanding more. Shortage of water 
is one of the most formidable obstacles facing expansion 

in agriculture. . . .... . 

It is worth noting also that agriculture is subsidised ui 
most countries of the world. The Israeli budget for 
instance earmarked some S200 million to support Israeli 
farmers. Jordan used to subsidise agriculture generously, 
but the economic adjustment programme and the pres- 
sures exerted by the World Bank and the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) caused agricultural subsidies todiy 
out year after year which put farmers in a difficult posi- 
tion. especially as Jordan opens up its markets to the 
world and expects its farmers to survive the coming com- 
petition on their own. 



Letters 


Sending good wishes 

To the editor: 

PLEASE SEND my best wishes to our King Hussein to 
come home speedily in very good health. 

Saleh Qaslm 
Irbid 

salqasim@hotmail.com 


The Jordan Times welcomes letters and contributions 
from its readers on any issue they wish to tackle. Letters 
intended for publication should contain the writer's full 
name and preferably address as well. Nantes can be 
withheld upon request but only under special circum- 
stances. Letters are subject to editing and abridging . 


EU should play a pivotal role in the peace process 


By Pascal B. Karmy 

WHILE THE United States medi- 
ation between Israel and the 
Palestinians has bogged down in 
a deadlock, the European Union 
(EU) has tried to influence Israel 
to comply with its commitments 
to the Oslo accords. One of the 
first measures which the EU took 
w as to boycott the products of the 
Jewish settlements in the occu- 
pied territories including 
Jerusalem and the Golan Heights. 
This is one of the right courses to 
adopt inasmuch as those settle- 
ments were illegally established 
in the occupied territories. The 
Israeli government reacted rather 
violently to the EU step, and even 
certain Knesset members com- 
pared the boycott to that of Jews 
during the Nazi scars. The Israeli 
government responded by declar- 
ing that it will preclude the EU 
from playing a role in the peace 
process. 

This limited boycott however is 
not enough to influence Israel to 
honour its commitments. The EU 
should take more stringent mea- 
sures to force Israel to follow the 
way of peace inasmuch as the EU 
has realised thjt the deadlock in 
the peace process has given birth 
to an unstable regional atmos- 
phere. to impatience «*f the peo- 
ples concerned and to fear in the 
international community ( See 
The Role of the EU in the peace 
process and the future assistance 
to the Middle East published by 


the EU commission). 

The EU consists of a group of 
nations most interested in the 
Middle East as indeed close rela- 
tions of the stales of the EU with 
the Middle East had been estab- 
lished centuries ago beginning 
with the Crusaders in the ninth 
century and the Napoleon 
Campaign in the eighteenth cen- 
tury to mention only two 
episodes, of the history of the 
Middle East. In 1973 during 
Copenhagen Summit, the EU 
issued a resolution calling for the 
withdrawal of Israel from the 
occupied territories, for the 
respect of the sovereignty of 
states within secure and recog- 
nised boundaries and the legal 
rights of the Palestinians. The 
Venice Declaration of 1980 
adopted two principles namely 
the right of the Palestinians to 
self-determination and the neces- 
sity of associating the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) in 
the negotiations which might 
ensue. Moreover the EU empha- 
sised the principle or the 
exchange ol territory' for peace as 
provided in the U.N. Security res- 
olutions 242 and 338. 

Unfortunately the role of the 
EU has been, during and after the 
Madrid conference of 1991, rele- 
gated to a “complementary- nr 
rather secondary role, as the U.S. 
and the then Soviet Union spon- 
sored the Madrid Conference. 
After the collapse of the Soviet 
Union the U.5. became in effect 


the sole facilitator of the peace 
process but with no concrete 
results. However the EU played a 
very important role economically 
and financially. Thus it presided 
over the committee on regional 
economic development, co- 
chaired by the committees on 
refugees, water and environment 
respectively. In order to advance 
the peace process the EU has gen- 
erously contributed large funds so 
as to improve the economic and 
social situation in the Palestinian 
territories and has also encour- 
aged the creation ol democratic 
structures. 

With the rise of Netanyahu to 
power, however. Ihe situation 
worsened. The prime minister has 
caused provocations and difficul- 
ties thus ruining Ihe peace 
process. The Eli often criticised 
Israeli actions especially Kite 
building of settlements and the 
blockading of the West Bank and 
Ga/a Strip which have had a dev- 
astating effect on Ihe Palestinian 
economy. In addition. Ihe lsr.tcli- 
Pulcsti nian interim agreements 
concerning the opening of a safe 
passage between Gaza and the 
West Bank and the establishment 
of a seaport and nil port in Ga/a 
were not implemented although 
they were all financed by the EU. 
The latter realised that Israel has 
made the West Bank and Ga/a 
entirely dependent on it economi- 
cally and politically, while (lie 
financial assistance granted hy 
the F.U served only to pay the 


salaries of the employees of the 
Palestinian National Authority 
(PNA) and to fill the deficit of the 
latter’s annual budget. 

At the Amsterdam Summit held 
in June 1997 the EU supported 
the right of the Palestinians to 
self-determination without 


applied by Israel upon the 
Palestinian people. Such mea- 
sures will make Israel understand 
that there is a price to pay if it 
continues a policy of force and 
subjugation against the 
Palestinians. It is high time for 
the EU to show its metal as one of 


excluding the possibility of state=~ ' lift’ greatest groupings of world 


hood. It submitted to the two par- 
ties u so-called “Code of Good 
Conduct" — wherein the 
Palestinians undertake to exert 
their efforts to ensure the security 
of Israel, and Israel will respect 
the demographic and territorial 
status quo and the economic 
.agreements. However all those 
initiatives on the part of the EU 
were to no avail as Israel main- 
tained its occupation and settle- 
ment policy and continued 
enforcing closures of the occu- 
pied territories. 

Still, ihe EU could take more 
drastic actions vis-a-vis Israel. It 
could adopt an active policy inde- 
pendent of the U.S . notwith- 
standing Israeli opposition, inas- 
much as the U.S. has been inac- 
tive in the doldrums for several 
months. The EU could suspend 
commercial relations with Israel, 
frec/c the interim economic 
agreement as long as Israel docs 
not honour the economic and 
political obligations and human 
rights as stipulated in that agree- 
ment. Those measures do not 
amount to an embargo as that 
imposed on Iraq nor would they 
constitute a blockade as that 


powers and inasmuch as 
Professor Samuel Huntington 
suggested a few years ago that 
“The baton of world leadership 
next century may pass from 
America not to Japan, or China, 
or Russia, but to a European 
Federation." 

However the first question 
which comes to the mind of the 
reader Why should not the Arab 
states themselves take the above- 
mentioned measures against 
Israel? I agree that the Arab states 
should suspend commercial rela- 
tions with Israel, boycott its 
goods and products and dose all 
liaison offices recently opened in 
their countries. The Arab boycott 
of Israeli offices should be reju- 
venated to achieve the above 
results. Jordan however may be 
an exception considering Us 
peculiar geographic position and 
its economic relations with the 
PNA. 

The writer was an advocate in 
Palestine in 1944 and. for many 
years, legal officer at UNRWA 
headquarters in Beirut and 
Vienna. He contributed this arti- 
cle to die Jordan Times. 
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By Riad AI Khouri 

SMALL MAY be ugly after all. as 
Jordanians struggling to operate in a stag- 
nant local market are learning. Apart from 
record purchases of honied water in west 
Amman, nobody is buying much of any- 
thing in Jordan these days. ( I am even told 
that horror of horrors, the price of land in 
AHdnun is down.) Consequently, many 
businesses have to put up w ith excess 
capacity as a iaige number of people remain 
unemployed. 

The obvious alternative to flogging the 
tiny moribund horse that is Jordan’s internal 
market is to export, as well as to integrate 
economically with neighbours and with the 
world at large. Of course Jordan isn't the 
only small economy in the region. In 
Lebanon last month. Nascr Saidt. first 
deputy governor of that country’s central 
bank, made a pica for Lcbanese-Syrian inte- 
gration. Noting that Lebanon and Syria had 
complementary economies Dr. Saidi 
remarked that, “given the si/c of the two 
countries, both would gain from closer inte- 
gration and increased specialisation as this 
would generate economics of scale." He 
added that “Syria and Lebanon would bene- 
fit from the availability of a local market 
with clove to 20 million consumers, and 
would be able, as a result of lower costs and 
prices, to be more competitive internation- 
ally and gain export markets." However. Dr 
Saidi warned that though the existing Syro- 
Lebanese protocols signed in 1991-7 form 
the basis for a partnership, trade between 


the two countries remained weak compared 
with tlic trade of each with others. The 
small Lebanese and Syrian horses, having 
been — if residents of west Amman will 
pardon the expression — brought to water, 
did no i drink, and much more needs to he 
done. 

In fact, this is a problem for most Arab 
economies: Jordan. Lebanon. Syria and oth- 
ers tend not to trade with their neighbour 
hut w ith distant markets. This is often polit- 
ical. with a significant recent example being 
the now- casing boycott of Jordanian prod- 
ucts hy some Gulf states. However, the rea- 
sons fur lack of trade are usually more 
straight forward: for example. Syria can’t 
buy jet planes or precision instruments from 
Lebanon for the simple and obvious reason 
that the Lebanese don't produce them. 
(Whether Lebanon can or should do so is 
another question, i On the other hand, lhe 
products which some Arab countries can 
and do produce arc sometimes not of the 
nght quality, specifications, style etc. and 
this factor also tends to inhibit trade. What 
is needed to overcome this problem is sig- 
nificantly more interaction and coordination 
at the regional level by both the state and 
business to start ironing out these commer- 
cial problems in order to promote inter- 
Arab trade. 

At the same time, in Lebanon. Jordan, ami 
elsewhere around the world, there is a real- 
isation that for small countries, integration 
into the global market could offer the best 
prospect to os-ercome the limited scale of 
the domestic economy and increase produc- 


tivity through specialisation. Does this con- 
tradict the goal of regional integral ion? No. 
according to many, including the authors of 
papers in ,i new publication entitled 
Regional Integration and Multilateral 
Cooperation in the Global Economy. Edited 
by JJ. Tcunisscn. director of the" Hague- 
based Fomin t>n Debt and Development, the 
hook puts forward the increasingly accepted 
premise that regional arrangements arc nec- 
essary complements to ami huilding blocks 
of global institutions. 

One of the book's papers is of particular 
interest m people in our p;irt of the world. 
“Regional Economic Interaction in the 
Middle East and North Africa” by 
Mohamcd El-Erian. Dr. El-Erian is deputy 
director in the Middle Eastern Department 
at the IMF and was involved in the negotia- 
tion of macro economic programmes in a 
number of countries, including Jordan. In 
other words, he knows whereof he speaks 
when he notes that “appropriate economic 
policies are a prerequisite for the deepening 
of efficient international economic links" 
be it in a region or outside. He remarks 
however that "at the most basic level, there 
is now widespread agreement that the 
domestic policy stance in most MENA 
IMiddle East and North Africa] countries 
was not strong enough to offset the deterio- 
ration in the external economic environ- 
ment.” In other words, the reforms and other 
positive changes taking place in govern- 
ment policy in Jordan and elsewterc i n the 
region, though laudable, arc not enough to 
cope with the many negative regional devel- 


opments including among other things the 
economic consequences of the Netanyahu 
government and the continuing embargo nf 
Iraq. 

One of the elements lacking in the region. 
Dr. El-Erian remarks, is a strong institution- 
al setup “that provides a forum for discus- 
sion of regional issues.” including the com* 
mercial ones mentioned above. Such activi- 
ties as the annual meetings of the 
Mediterranean Development Forum, a part- 
nership of the development community in 
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Pakistan tries 
to take over 
arms bazaar 


By Jason Burke 

in Darra Adam Khel, 
Pakistan 

HIDDEN IN a rocky fold 
of the foothills below the 
Khyber Pass lies the 
-small town of Darra 
Adam Khel. Its name may 
reek of the romance of 
Pakistan’s north-west 
frontier, but the reality 
smells of cordite, gun 
grease and sweat. 

For Darra is less a town 
than a giant gun factory. 
Its bazaars are stacked 
not with fruit, but with 
gleaming AK47s, 

Armalites, Berettas and 
Brownings. In a warren of 
dimly lit workshops, 
thousands 
of Pathan 
tribesmen 
sqnat by 
benches 
making 
everything 
from James 
Bond-style 
pen guns to 
rocket 
launchers. 

Among 
them shop 
owners bar- 
gain with 
smugglers 
and arms 
dealers. 

Darra is the 
■ nearest 
thing in 
Asia to a 
weapons 
superstore. 

'—For 

decades the 
Pakistan • 
government 


has ignored the town. It 
has had little choice. The 
town is in tribal territory 
where the only effective 
law is that of the Pathan 
chiefs. 

But earlier this year 
government administra- 
tors decided it was time 
for a change. They want 
Darra to make weapons 
under licence for big 
overseas arms firms. A 
company in Belgium is 
already said to be inter- 
ested. The politicians and 
bureaucrats believe it is 
time for Darra to become 
a proper, national, foreign 
currency earning indus- 
try. 

“Darra could provide 


skilled, cheap workshops 
for the arms manufactur- 
ers of the world," said 
Sardar Mehtab Khan, 
chief minister of the 
North West Frontier 
Province. 

"These men can use 
their skills to produce 
legitimate, high quality 
products for export such 
as sporting shotguns or 
handguns for police 
forces. There would be 
investment in the town 
and dollars for the nation- 
al exchequer. Everybody 
wins,” Mr. Khan said. 

Unfortunately the men 
of Darra do not think they 
are going to win anything 
at all. They view the 
scheme as 
unwelcome gov- 
ernment med- 
dling. In the 
town the mood 
was grim. 

“They have to 
be joking,” said 
one gun dealer, 
shouting to make 
himself beard 
over the crash of 
new Kalash- 
nikovs (priced at 
£50) being tested 
in the street out- 
side. 

“The whole 
point is that we 
look after our- 
selves and don’t 
answer to some 
fat bureaucrat or 
policeman. If the 
government 
rakes over then a 
few big. people 
far away will 
make a lot of 




The Pathan gunsmiths of Pakistan are resisting attempts by the government to control their trade (photo by Richard Jones/Rex Features) 


money and the rest of us 
will be left with nothing.” 
Another dealer spat into 
the din when told that 
high-ranking officers 
from the Pakistan army 
ordnance factory were 
planning to tour the work- 
shops to give advice to 
the craftsmen on how to 
bring their products up to 
international standards. 

“The government just 
wanted to get its hands on 
our money,” he said. 
"When we want roads and 
clean water they are 
nowhere to be seen. 
When they want to make 
money out of us they sud- 
denly appear. Well they 
can turn round and go 
back where they came 
from." - '• 

The confrontation is 
150 years old. It is a lega- 


cy from the years when 
Britain and Russia played 
the “Great Game” across 
south and central Asia. 
The British created the 
tribal territories in the 
mid 19th century to pro- 
tect the western borders 
of the Raj against Russian 
encroachment. The 
Pathan warrior tribes 
were granted almost total 
autonomy in return for 
loyalty to the Crown. 

The system worked well 
and was left virtually 
unchanged when Pakistan 
gained its independence 
in 1947. Now there are 
estimated to be more than 
5 million Pathan tribes- 
men living in the territo- 
,ries. 

But, according to Faizal 
‘ Quazr. editor of the local 
daily the Khyber Mail, 


the system is under strain. 

"Central government is 
beginning to see the tribal 
areas as a bit of an 
international embarrass- 
ment,” said Mr. Quazi. “It 
doesn’t look good for the 
world’s newest nuclear 
power to have huge areas 
of its own territory which 
it basically can’t control.” 

Recently the govern- 
ment has begun to make 
moves to win the hearts 
and minds of the tribes- 
men. New roads, schools 
and hospitals have been 
built. Last year the tribes 
were allowed to vote in 
federal elections for the 
first time. And although 
neither the prime minister 
nor the president has vis- 
ited the tribal areas while 
in office a committee has 
been set up to listen to 


their grievances. 

According to Lateef 
Afridi, the newly elected 
member of parliament for 
the tribal territories flank- 
ing the Khyber Pass and a 
chief of the Afridi 
Pathans, it is not enough. 

“All the tribesmen see 
is corruption and graft 
and systems that are rot- 
ten to the core. The gov- 
ernment are going to have 
to really commit them- 
selves fully to investing 
in social and economic 
development if they want 
the tribal areas to be 
happy with more integra- 
tion.” 

The question is now 
whether the government 
has ijbfu. patience and the 
resources to follow Mr. 
"Afridi 's" advice. There 
have been heavy hints 


from government sources 
that a harsher solution 
might be necessary. 

Tariq Ali Afridi. who 
runs Darra's hashish 
shop, laughed at the idea 
of the Pakistan army forc- 
ing the scheme on the 
town. “There are a hun- 
dred thousand guns in this 
town and 5 million tribes- 
men in the hills around 
us. 

"Everyone has carried a 
weapon since he was a 
child, everyone is a war- 
rior and everyone is a 
Pathan before he is a Pak- 
istani. If the Pakistan 
army want to come, let 
them. It will not be a very 
pleasant sight.” 


— The Independent 


jL. 


Brides with cash on offer in Sri Lanka 


By Narayanan Madhavan 

Reuters 

COLOMBO — The classi- 
fied advertisement in the 
Sunday Observer makes stark 
reading. “Buddhist Govi 
business father seeks a pro- 
fessional partner (only doc- 
tors, engineers) for his pretty 
and educated daughter, 21 
years, 5’ 5.5” height. Dowry 
more than 15 million rupees 
($227,273). Please write with 
horoscope.” 

A Govi is one of the castes 
in Sri Lankan society. Seek- 
ing a wife with a dowry is 
common throughout the sub- 
continent And women’s 
groups and analysts say little 
has happened to change the 
law and make the practice 
illegal in Sri Lanka, as it is in 


neighbouring India. They say 
there is no incentive for 
social change because Sri 
Lankan women otherwise 
enjoy equal rights. 

"Everyone is openly 
against it (giving dowries) 
but privately supports it,” 
Kumari Jay a warden a, femi- 
nist writer and secretary of 
Sri Lanka's Social Scientists 
Association, told Reuters. “It 
comes up in discussions and 
newspapers. And then it dies 
out.” 

A habit without barriers 

Even with the ban, giving 
dowries remains widespread 
in predominantly Hindu 
India, with which Sri Lanka 
shares many customs includ- 
ing the caste system, a rigid 


social hierarchy and a strong 
belief in astrology. "Dowry 
deaths” — suicides by 
women and murders by 
wealth -seeking husbands or 
their parents — were the 
reason Indian authorities 
banned the custom. 

Dowries can take many 
forms in Sri Lanka with rub- 
ber estates, jewellery, and a 
much-sought-after house in 
Colombo on offer iD adver- 
tisements seeking bride- 
grooms, not just for more tra- 
ditional women but also for 
educated career women. And 
the custom cuts across barri- 
ers of religion, economic sta- 
tus and language. 

The Buddhist Sinhala- 
speaking majority, Roman 
Catholics and the mainly 
Hindu Tamils, all offer 


dowries. They usually range 
between 500.000 ($7,575) 
and three million rupees 
($45,500) for middle-class 
matches, and are lowered if a 
woman is working or has 
family property. 

“Salary 12,000 (rupees), 
cash 2.5 million or cash and 
property 5.0 million, car 
available,” one 

advertisement said. 

Men seeking women do nor 
state prices, but often indi- 
cate their status with details 
of land, property and 
incomes and those living 
overseas invite women will- 
ing to emigrate. 

But wealth is not the only 
consideration in finding a 
suitable mate. A person’s 
horoscope is often also very 
important. 


“Saturn 7th (house) with 
substantial assets,” says one 
advertisement aimed at 
potential grooms. 

Columnist Anoma Pieris, 
writing in the Lanka Monthly 
Digest magazine said the 
first priority of people seek- 
ing marriage seemed to be 
“to continue blood relation- 
ships — of race, caste, reli- 
gion. The horoscope, with its 
malefic and advantages, aids 
the process of elimination.” 
‘The second objective is to 
offer wealth, or the opportu- 
nities to acquire wealth... as a 
sign of improving or continu- 
ing the couple’s social sta- 
rus.” 

A pianist with property 
Sometimes, advertisements 


also emphasise cultural and 
career-oriented features to 
impress Westernised men. 

“She has passed Western 
music piano final too. Dowry 
worth two million rupees 
including a building block 
from Colombo," read one 
advertisement. 

The colonial state council 
tried to outlaw the custom of 
dowries in 1937 when the 
British ruled Sri Lanka. 
Jayawardena said. Voting 
was even, but the speaker 
cast his decisive ballot to 
leave the system intact. 

‘The debate on the issue 
regarded the whole thing as a 
joke," she said, adding that it 
was conducted by men wbo 
must have taken handsome 
dowries themselves. Since 
then there has been no offi- 


cial debate on the issue. 

“The idea that a man has a 
right to a dowry is still there. 
We don’t have dowry deaths, 
but who knows?” 

But Sri Lanka is not like 
India where couples live with 
the husband's parents. Sri 
Lankan couples tend to set up 
their own homes, and often 
live with the bride’s parents 
after the wedding. This has 
reduced the “mother-in-law” 
problem which has resulted 
in violence or worse in India, 
Jayawardena said. 

Sri Lankan women also 
enjoy equal inheritance 
rights and more freedoms 
rhan their Indian counter- 
parts. she said. 

"Women wear short skirts 
here. It is patriarchy still but 
not as blatant.” 


ghosts of the dungeons 


Ruling party haunted by 


Namibian leaders are facing 
growing pressure to admit 
that atrocities took place dur- 
ing the 80s at their exile base 
in Angola, where hundreds of 
people were reportedly tor- 
tured and killed for alleged 
spying. The ruling party has 
rejected calls to come clean, 
bat critics say national recon- 
ciliation depends on it 

By Christof Maletsfcy 

WINDHOEK — “He was a total 
Wreck when I met him in Mukakuyu 
prison in 1985,” recalls Reinhard 
Kalla Gertze — “a little man, very 
vulnerable, almost like a severely mal- 
nourished child.” 

Gertze will never forget the final 
sufferings of his long-time friend, 
Bernardos Petrus, nicknamed “Beni.” 
The prison where he died the follow- 
ing year as part of the notorious 
‘‘Lubango Dungeons,” which were run 
by Namibia’s ruling South West 
Africa People's Organisation 
(SWAPO) whole it was in exile in 


southern Angola. 

At least 1,500 people are said to 
have died in detention at the Lubango 
base — mostly from torture or starva- 
tion. Many bad been wrongly accused 
of being spies, according to those who 
survived the ordeal. 

Pressure is now building on SWAPO 
to tell the full story of Lubango and to 
apologise for misdeeds committed 
there. There are growing calls for a 
truth commission, on the lines of the 
South African model to foster nation- 
al reconciliation by dealing openly 
with killings, disappearances and 
human rights abuses. 

Twenty years ago, Gertze — now 
aged 37 and working for a non-gov- 
ernmental organisation in Windhoek 
— left what was then South African- 
occupied territory in search of educa- 
tion with SWAPO in exile. He was 
helped to feel by Petrus, a political 
activist being sought by the apartheid 
regime. 

Fired with revolutionary fervour. 
Petrus became a political commissar 
with SWAPO’s military wing, the 
People’s Liberation Army of Namibia, 
and studied for a while in Bulgaria. 
But both he and Gertze were later 
accused of being South African agents 
and thrown in the dungeons. 


Torture was reported to be wide- 
spread. Detainees complained of 
being burnt and beaten. Many were 
kept in isolation. Rations were paltry. 

Gertze recalls late 1986 — “the year 
of darkness and hell, in which disease 
struck us in our mass dungeons. Not 
'disease' in the real sense of the word, 
but malnourishmenL Many of my 
inmates died. Many innocent Namib- 
ians were killed that year.'’ 

Petrus died in the November. He 
was very weak, and Gertze remembers 
a warder giving his friend some form 
of intravenous drip. Rather than 
strength, Petrus called out in alarm, 
saying he was losing feeling in his 
feet 

“Beni was paralysed and he was los- 
ing his sight He told us to tell the old 
man (meaning his father back in 
Namibia) what we had seen. He also 
said he would not rise again.” 

Petrus started vomiting green fluid 
and doctors ordered other detainees to 
leave him. They never saw him again. 

Another friend in prison, Oiva 
Angula, says: "Beni's spirit remained 
unbroken. What hurt him so much was 
not what his tormentors (fid to him and 
his inmates, but what the people of 
conscience did not do to stop the mad- 
ness within SWAPO in exile.” 


Detainees were freed as the dun- 
geons were emptied before Namibian 
independence in 1990. But Angula 
wants the Lubango story told in full. 

He says: “This should be done while 
some of those who masterminded this 
calamity are still alive. They need to 
tell their pan of the story. 1 want to 
know what propelled them to such 
depths of bestiality. I, as their victim, 
am yearning to tell my part. This, I 
think, will start a process of healing 
leading towards real reconciliation.” 

Another former inmate, Johannes 
“Mistake” Mihe Gaomab, says he is 
still being persecuted by the authori- 
ties. He says he was arrested and ques- 
tioned last October, accused of plot- 
ting to overthrow the government, but 
not charged. 

He fears that there may be a plan to 
make him “disappear,” and has given 
details of his case to an organisation 
called Breaking the Wall of Silence 
(BWS). which was set up a couple of 
years ago to help former detainees. 

The government has so for rejected 
calls for a truth commission or an 
admission of wrongdoing at Lubango. 
A SWAPO book, called Their Blood 
Waters Our Freedom, refers to 2,000 
“heroes” who died in exile of diseases 
such as beriberi. But the party appears 


reluctant to shed more light on the 
subject, and has lashed out at those 
calling for it. 

When the BWS movement was 
launched. Garoeb, the labour minister 
and party general secretary who died 
last September, called on SWAPO 
members to “prepare for civil war.” 

Officials have also scorned the 
Council of Churches in Namibia for 
organising a conference to address the 
issue of reconciliation. And when 
Siegfried Groth, a pastor of the Ger- 
man Lutheran Church, wrote The Wall 
of Silence, dealing with the controver- 
sial issue of SWAPO dissidents in 
exile. President Sam Nujoraa went on 
television to attack “allegations and 
lies” in the book. 

However, Joseph Diescho, a former 
SWAPO official and university lectur- 
er who is now a vocal political analyst 
in Namibia, accuses Nujoma and the 
party of reverting “to the finger-point- 
ing tactics of the movement in exile.” 

At issue is a process of healing, 
truthfulness and accountability, which 
forms the basis of national reconcilia- 
tion, be says. 

The period in exile was very diffi- 
cult, he points out. South Africa sent 
spies to infiltrate SWAPO, and the dis- 
covery of agents in their midst bred an 


atmosphere of fear and suspicion 
among party officials. “It became very 
difficult for them to distinguish 
between real and imaginary agents.” 

Diescho continues: “The majority of 
the people hurt were not spies, but 
people who had the courage to ask 
questions and who. as a result, were 
branded enemy agents.” 

Namibians were only asking party 
leaders for answers, “just as a child 
would ask its parents, ‘Please 
explain.'" 

SWAPO should acknowledge that 
the party' “sometimes went too far,” 
says Diescho. 

He believes that the right person to 
take the lead is President Nujoma. “If 
he tells people what happened, they 
will be able to commit themselves to 
reconciliation. The only way out of 
the situation created by the unresolved 
detainee issue is for SWAPO to 
acknowledge that atrocities were com- 
mitted and that people disappeared 
and to apologise. 

"Only then can Namibians move 
forward as a nation ” 

The writer is ossisran: news editor of 
The Namibian newspaper. 

— Gemini News 
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Growing glut to overshadow oil in 1999 — IEA 


LONDON (R) — The 
world's- oil glut will get 
worse before it gets better 
with a huge excess of 
inventories set to spill 
over well into next year, 
the International Energy- 
Agency (IEA) said Fri- 
day. 

Publishing its first pro- 
jections for 1999. the 
agency said it was expect- 
ing a modest recovery in 
global oil demand growth. 
"Bur it warned that 
another downturn in 
Asia's sickly economies 
could mean more pain for 
oil producers already suf- 
fering crude export prices 
at 1 0-vear lows. 

“It is difficult to foresee 
the excess stock overhang 
problem resolved until 


well into 1 999 at the ear- 
liest," the IEA said in its 
monthly Oil Market 
Report. 

“So 1999 is likely to 
inherit an oil market 
heavily burdened with 
excess stocks, an unre- 
solved Asian financial cri- 
sis (and) a delicate pro- 
duction agreement among 
OPEC and a few non- 
OPEC producers.” 

“If stocks stay high then 
that’s certainly not going 
to be bullish for oil 
prices." added the IEA's 
Roberto Sieber. 

Benchmark Brent Blend 
crude traded at just 
SI 2.80 a barrel on Friday, 
a third lower than average 
prices last year. 

The IEA said its initial 


1999 projection was for 
demand growth of 1.6 
million barrels a day to 
76.3 million barrels daily 
from 74.7 million in 
1998. 

Incremental world oil 
demand this year is set to 
slip to 900,000 bpd mark- 
ing a slump from two mil- 
lion barrels daily of 
growth in 1997. 

Asian oil demand is set 
in 1998 to post an 
unprecedented downturn 
exacerbated by a slide in 
Russian oil use where the 
IEA said expectations for 
accelerated growth had 
been “severely dented." 

The IEA sees Asian con- 
sumption rising next year 
to 20.25 million barrels 
daily from 19.77 million 


Airport Services 

Dubai 


DNATA. 3 major international travel 
organisation and the sole ground handling 
agent at Dubai International Airport, 
wishes to recruit professionals for positions 
in the Ground Operations Department. 


DISPATCHERS (Ref.No. D/JT) 

Reporting to the Ramp Operations 
Superintendent, the responsibilities 
include co-ordinating the activities of all 
departments and agencies at Dubai Airport 
to ensure safe, punctual departures while 
maintaining the highest standards of 
customer service. 

The successful candidates should have: 

• Higher secondary school education or 
equivalent 

• At least 5 years’ expenence in all aspects 
of flight handling 

• Completed advanced courses in Load 
Control, Cargo Handling. Dangerous 
Goods and Passenger Services, preferably 
to an advanced level 

• Thorough knowledge of Departure 
Control Systems 

• Excellent written 
communication skills 

• Supervisory skills 

• A valid driving licence. 


and baggage identification, screening and 

sequence recording before loading to 

ensure all security requirements are met. 

The successful candidates should have: 

• Senior school matriculation or 
equivalent 

■ At least 3 years’ expenence in a Ground 
Operations environment 

• Fluency in written and spoken English 

• Knowledge of Asian languages such as 
Urdu, Hindi and Persian would be an 
advantage 

• Completed Introductory, Load 
Processing and Handling, Basic Cargo, 
Basic Load Control and Dangerous 
Goods Ramp courses 

• Computer literacy 

• A valid driving licence. 


and verbal 


These positions are based in Dubai, one 
of the most cosmopolitan environments 
in the Middle East. We offer an attractive 
tax-free salary and benefits associated 
with the airline industry. For the position 
of Dispatchers only, single status 
accommodation will be provided. 


LOADING TEAM LEADERS 
(Ref.No. 1TL/JT) 

Reporting to the Load Supervisor, the 
responsibilities include supervision of the 
aircraft loading/ offloading functions for all 
customer airlines; distribution of manpower 
and equipment to the loading/offlcadmg 
points to ensure safe and efficient operation 


if you are interested, please send volir 
derailed rtrsumtS along with a recent 
passport sire photograph within 7 days, 
quoting the reference code of the posirion 
you arc applying for to: 


The Recruitment Officer. 
DNATA. 

F.O.Box 7054. 

Dubai, 

United Arab Emirates. 


DNAtAfT 


.ar 


MEMBER OF THE 


EMIRATES GROUF 


this year and 19.83 mil- 
lion in 1997. 

But it warned that a sec- 
ond dip in the Asian 
economies and weakening 
demand elsewhere would 
mean another round of oil 
producers' supply cuts. 

‘‘The ‘Asian contagion* 
scenario did not come 
true in 199S but it remains 
a real threat to non-Asian 
developing countries, 
their trade with the OECD 
and world oil demand” 
the agency said. 

The picture is not one to 
please oil producers still 
struggling to reverse a 
build in oil stocks which 
set yet another record in 
June. 

The IEA said supplies 
were still exceeding 
demand despite the two 
rounds of output cuts 
engineered since March 
by OPEC and other pro- 
ducing nations. 

Commercial stocks held 
in the industrialised 
nations of the OECD hit 
2.79 billion barrels at the 
end of June. That was 209 
million more than a year 
earlier and 291 million 
hicher than end-June 
1996. 

Space for heating oil 
and diesel inventories 
ahead of the northern 
hemisphere winter was 
already “increasingly 
scarce." the IEA said. 

OPEC's best efforts so 
far have proved too puny 
to reverse the stockbuild. 

The Organisation of the 
Petroleum Exporting 
Countries fOPEC) led a 
reduction of world sup- 
plies in July of some 
500.000 bpd to 75.16 mil- 
lion. 

Bui. said lhe IEA. even 
assuming further supply 
cuis the world's hoard of 
oil is likely to grow even 
further in July and 
August. 

Meanwhile. OPEC 
heavyweight Saudi Arabia 
may back a third round of 
oil cuts even ahead of 
OPEC's November meet- 
ing if world oil prices 
were still low in late Sep- 
tember. a Gulf source has 
said. 

“However, if in Septem- 
ber OPEC made good on 
its commitments (to cut 
output) and prices did not 
improve to much higher 
than where they are now. 
then Saudi Arabia and 
OPEC may not have to 
wait until November" to 
agree on further cuts, the 
source who is familiar 
with official Saudi think- 
ing told Reuters in a tele- 
phone interview. 

But the Gulf source 
refused to say what price 
level the kingdom would 


like to see oil at in Sep- 
tember before moving to 
seek a new round of cuts. 

He said Riyadh would 
study July and August 
output figures and if 
prices were low by late 
September and OPEC 
members had abided by 
the two earlier rounds of 
cuts, then OPEC “might 
even agree on additional 
cuts ahead of the Novem- 
ber meeting.” 

Neighbouring Kuwait 
has said that if North Sea 
Brent failed to rise by 
some $4 a barrel to $17 in 
November then a cut of at 
least one million barrels 
per day (bpd) would be 
warranted. 

Other key exporters 
have said it could be too 
early to speak of addition- 
al cuts after OPEC had 
agreed to cut supplies to a 
glutted market by a total 
of 2.6 million bpd so far 
this year under deals ham- 
mered out in Riyadh, 
Amsterdam and Vienna. 

Saudi Arabia. the 
world's largest oil pro- 
ducer and exporter, 
played a key role in nego- 
tiating the agreements. 

The Gulf source, 
responding to comments 
by Kuwait Oil Minister 
Sheikh Saud Nasser A1 
Sabah in an interview 
with Reuters, defended 
OPEC's Jakarta accord in 
November to raise the 
total ceiling by 10 per 
cent to 27.5 million bpd. 

Sheikh Saud. who has 
emerged as a price hawk 
since coming to office in 
March, said the Jakarta 
pact was a mistake which 
triggered the drop in 
world oil prices to recent 
10-year lows. 

The average price for 
Kuwaiti crudes has 
dropped by some S7 a 
barrel to below $10 since 
OPEC raised the ceiling. 
The price has improved 
slightly since the April 1 
and July I cuts were 
agreed. 

Saudi Arabia “does not 
appreciate the continuous 
assertions of Jakarta 
being the meeting which 
caused the current price 
situation...!! brought 
OPEC’s quota to what 
was actually being pro- 
duced” the source said, 
referring to overproduc- 
tion at the time by several 
members. 

“We were trying to curb 
the violations and to 
allow those members who 
did not gain from the 
higher production level to 
lake a share, one of those 
members was Kuwait." he 
said. 

lender the accord. 
Kuwait’s quota rose to 


2.19 million bpd as, of 
Jan. 1. from two million 
bpd but after the two 
rounds of cuts, Kuwait is 
now producing at 1.98 
million bpd. 

The Gulf source urged 
members “to look forward 
to the future and not with 
the prism of the past” to 
achieve the common goal 
of higher prices “given 


the fact that we have 
already settled the issues 
of the past.” 

The source said Saudi 
Arabia “was the country 
that brought people to the 
table in Riyadh and facili- 
tated OPEC's first accord 
in March and the second 
cut which started with the 
Amsterdam meeting." 

“It also hosted a meet- 


ing by Arab Gulf oil pro- 
ducers ahead of the sec- 
ond accord. There is no 
need to remind everybody 
of the pivotal role Saudi 
Arabia played in bringing 
the last OPEC agree- 
ment” he added. 

OPEC ministers are due 
to hold an ordinary meet- 
ing in Vienna on Novem- 
ber 25. 
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Major Currencies & Cross Rates 

Prices as at 9/08/98 17:07 


Currency 

USD 

DEM 

GBP 

CHF 

JPY 

CAD 

ITL 

NLG 

FRF 

US Dollar 

. 

1.7800 

04141 

14968 

14642 

1.5211 

1755.85 

2.0070 

54690 

DEMark 

0.5618 

. 

04448 

0.8408 

82.13 

0.8643 

986.16 

1.1276 

34532 

GB Sterling 

1.6286 

2.8991 

. 

24376 

238.14 

24771 

285940 

3.2684 

9.7205 

CH Franc 

0.6681 

118.88 

0.4100 

- 

97.66 

1.0159 

1176.71 

134.04 

3.9865 

JP Yen 

0.0068 

1.2169 

04197 

1.0233 

- 

1.0399 

12.00 

13741 

4.0808 

CA Dollar 

0.6674 

1.1696 

0.4034 

0.9837 

1.04 

- 

1153.95 

14190 

3.9228 

IT Lira 

0.0006 

1.0133 

04495 

0.0852 

120246 

04659 

- 

1143 

3.3980 

NL Guilder 

0.4983 

88.67 

0.3058 

74.57 

7241 

0.7577 

874.65 

- 

24734 

FR Franc 

0.1675 

0.2981 

0.102 a 

25.0678 

24.47 

04547 

33.61 

33.6100 

- 




Middle Eastern Currencies 

Currency 

USD 

JOD 

SAW 

BAH 

QAT 

KUW 

AED 

LBP 

EGP 

US Dollar 

. 

0.7090 

3.7505 

0.3770 

3.6400 

04069 

3.6727 

1509.50 

34190 

Jordan Dinar 

1.4104 

- 

64898 

0.5317 

5.1340 

04329 

5.1801 

2129.06 

44223 

Saudi Riyal 

0.2666 

0.1890 

- 

0.1005 

0.97 

0.0818 

0.96 

40248 

0.9116 

Bahrain Dinar 

2.65 

1.BB08 

9.9491 

- 

9.66 

0.8141 

9.74 

4004.30 

9.0697 

Qatar Dinar 

04747 

0.1948 

1.0304 

1.0304 

- 

0.0843 

1.01 

414.70 

0.9393 

Kuwait Dinar 

34584 

2.3102 

12.2206 

14283 

11.86 

- 

11.97 

4918.54 

0.9393 

Emirates Dinar 

04723 

0.1930 

1.0212 

0.1026 

0.9911 

0.0836 

- 

411.01 

04309 

Lebanese/1000 

0.86 

0.4697 

24846 

0.2497 

24114 

04033 

2.4331 

- 

24650 

Egyptian 

04925 

04074 

1.0970 

0.1103 

1.0646 

0.0898 

1.0742 

441.50 

- 

Energy 


Mid-East Currencies 

Oils 

Last 

ravloui 


Currency 

USD 

DEM 

GBP 

CHF 

JPY 

Brant 

0.00 

0.00 


SA Riyal 

04666 

04747 

0.16373 

0.39923 

39 

W. Texas 

13.81 

13.83 


AE Dirham 

04723 

04848 

0.1672 

0.40768 

39.8284 

Bonny 

0.00 

0.00 


KW Dinar 

34584 

540046 

2.0008 

447805 

476.644 

Dubai 

12.37 

1244 


BH Dinar 

0.3770 

4.72367 

1.62893 

3.97141 

388.048 

UL Gas 

136.00 

135 


CY Pound 

1.9042 

3.3895 

1.1689 

24502 

278432 
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Metal Prices 


Libor Fixing 


Metal 

Bid 

Offer 


Period 

-1- 

-3- 

-6- 

-1- 

Gold (o*’a) 

2864 

2864 


C*ncy 

Month 

Months 

Months 

Year 

Sliver (ox’s) 

547 

54 


USD 

5.6523 

5.6875 

5.7500 

5.7813 

Platinum (oz*s) 

3794 

3814 


GBP 

7.6250 

7.6992 

74914 

7.6875 

AL (3 Months) 

1343 

1345 


JPY 

0.5977 

0.6484 

0.6523 

0.6602 

CU (3 Months) 

1650 

1655 


□EM 

3.4688 

3.5313 

3.6250 

34125 

Zinc (3 Months) 

1071 

1078 


FRF 

3.5000 

1.8555 

2.0039 

2.1445 

Lead (3 Months] 

550 

654 


CHF 

1.7070 

3.5625 

3.6563 

3.8320 

Nl (3 Months) 

4160 

4180 


ITL 

5.0040 

4.8580 

4.51 3D 
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Main Equity Indices 


Bourse 

Index 

Value 

Chng 

% Chng 

High 

Low 

Pr Cls 

NewYork 

DOW JONES 

8698.02 

2044 

044 

8710.02 

8552.96 

8577.68 

Nswyork 

SAP 500 

1089.48 

•0.18 

-0.02 

1102.54 

1084.72 

1089.63 

London 

FT-SE 100 

66804 

864 

144 

6682.4 

5584.4 

5594.1 

Tokyo 

NIKK1E 225 

15829.17 

-47.05 

-04 

16037.3 

157974 

158764 

Paris 

CAC40 

4041.88 

73.29 

146 

4041.88 

3968.87 

3968.59 

Frankfurt 

DAX 

658142 

63.58 

1.15 

5590.08 

5537.82 

5517.64 
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Commodity 

Last 

Delivery 


Currency 

Buy 

Sen 


Coffee (c/lbs) 

128.67 

Spot 


US Dollar 

0.708 

0.710 


Cocoa {5/ton) 

1886 

Spot 


GB Startling 

1.1664 

1.1622 


Sugar(SZton) 

2634 

Spat 


DE Mark 

04989 

04009 


Wheat (S/ton) 

97 

Spot 


CH Franc 

04745 

04789 


Soya (c/lbs) 

234 

Spot 


FR Franc 

0.119 

0.1196 

! 

Tea (stg/kg) 

128 

5pm 


JP Yen 

0.4856 

0488 


Barley (Vbsh) 

0 

Spot 


NL Guilder 

04538 

04566 


Rice (S/tonl 

416 

Spot 


IT Lira 

0.4044 

04064 
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THE Daily Crossword Edited 


by Wayne Robert Wiliams 


ACROSS 
i Leave out 
S Work gang 
9 Get up 1 
t*i Roieile ol 

tocttiall 

15 Pelf 

16 LiR;ng device 

17 Sjrtacinos 
1? Ross or 'fljgg 
20 TaJjung pota» 

heads? 

22 Ginns _ 

23 Broad 
panoramas 

27 Nebraska erty 
3i CoontyotSW 
£n;iand 
3J Leden; cn 

35 Shaddock Iruit 
37 Phone 9 
3S Indira's dress 
33 Root louder "> 
42 Egypaan 
goddess 
■13 Garden 
vegeiat'e 

44 Glcsov paint 
-5 Cdar! dnider 

45 "Divmc Poems' 
pool 

-S Crosses 
-9 Shreds, as 
vegetables 
51 Cereal grass 
53 Run from 
Sugar? 

60 Speedy 

63 Restaurant 
serving drinks 

64 Fred Asia I re's 
sister 

65 British ponce so 

66 Jar covers 
S7 Earth 

=3 Pishing gear 
:9 Votes tor 
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By Louis* G. White 
5L Pttermbera, FL 


DOtVN 

1 Fuel cartel: 
abbr. 

2 Short note 

3 Menu listing 

a Time m office 

5 D»shes 

6 Engaged >n a 
violent 
d'sbjrbance 

7 Fe.fer or 


O'Brien 

8 Compass 
direction 

9 Armstrong. 

and Co Fins 

10 Houdmi'5 last 
name 

11 One of Frank's 

exes 

*2 Wnter Foiled 

13 Segment of 
history 

18 Mogadishu 
resident 

21 Untold 

2*1 Battle injury 

25 Flybcys 

26 Sales 
speeches 

27 Making a 
choice 

28 Working cat 

29 Ambrosia of 
immortality 

30 Biddies 

32 Actor Hawke 

33 Sign of victory 

36 Run agamst 

38 Smack 

40 Half a score 
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41 Starts 

46 Transferred 
property 

47 Brief inp 

50 Discount buy. 
bnefty 

52 Affirmatives 

54 Skiers' 
transport 


55 Pisa's rive* 

£6 Have 
confidence 

57 New York canal 

58 Radamms' (owy 

59 Hardy heroine 

60 Uncooked 

61 Excitement 

62 For each 


Mutt’n’Jeff 


have J i hf/cr. 

vaiiR new 

NFiC>*BeR 
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THE BETTER HALF. 



7? l rst time Stanley kissed me, 
I felt the earth move. He paid his 
roommate to follow us around 
with a jackhammer." 


Unscramble thnss lour J umUes. 
ono iwier to each square, to farm 
tour ordinary words. 


that scrambled word game 

hy Hurt Arnold and iWwAietoo" 


FEWAR 
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WW litwa U«H a 

•-Hon. u-s 
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LEMITY 


•lil 
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MEEGRE 
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if» Dw orty to Clay iwa 



WHAT THE FIELP 
HANPe. CALLHP 
baseball 
CLU&. 


f^ow arrange the dtoed WW w 
form the surprise ansniw, *1 W 
gested by the above cartoon 


1 1 J geasd by Bio above wrtoon. 

Prfat anowwr here: A^’ ^' ^ ^ >| jr* ^ 

i . ... ■■rnhfffllUll 


Yeeterdays 


•tomttoS 

Answer 


{Answere wmof® -1 
VOUCH CHASM TETHER CROUC” 
a good thing to do when you're m over y®F 
— SHUT YOUR MOUTH 
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Mineral water bottling plants working 
round-the-clock at full capacity 


** COMPANIES OPERATING mineral 
water bottling are working at full capacity, 
estimated at 500,000 cubic metres per day, 
and are currently striving to secure empty bot- 
' lies to fill tbem locally within tfaezr efforts to 
ease the crisis of drinking water. The owners 
of these companies said cod tracts were con- 
cluded with Saudi firms to supply bottles 
which are expected to arrive this week. 

The owners indicated that they stopped sell- 
ing bottled mineral water to wholesale tradsK 
effective Thursday and concentrated on distri- 
bution centres (retailers) in an attempt to pre- 
vent stcxkpiling and traders’ abuse of citizens' 
needs. They are focusing also on providing 
borne delivery service of mineral water bot- 
tles (Greedy from the plants which are work- 
ing ax full production capacity round-the- 
clock. 

According to the owners, any amount 
beyond the production capacity of 500,000 
cubic metres per day wifi affect the quality of 
die mineral water. 

Meanwhile, a tour on commercial shops 
.and distribution centres showed that water 
bottles were not available on the shelves for 


most of die day. As such, and to guarantee 
delivery to the largest possible number of 
areas, the companies started to specify the 
volume supplied to distribution centres. But 
still, the deliveries would run out as soon as 
they are unloaded at the centres. 

Artesian wells at a number of areas in 
Amman were not able to meet the needs of 
die people and institutions despite ope rating 
at full capacity. 

The water situation at the Sahab Industrial 
Estate was not affected by the problem in 
Amman bat the industrialists and the public 
service office were closely watching the situ- 
ation to avoid being affected by die water cri- 
sis. 

The Sahab Industrial Estate depends on two 
sources of water supplies. The first is the 
Water Authority and the second is a water 
tower that is capable of storing 10,000 cubic 
metres. About 2,170 cubic metres are used of 
this amount every day. Some large firms own 
small and m edium- size artesian wells that are 
resorted to whenever there is no water supply 
from the Water Authority ( AI Dustour). 


Miller signs agreement with Jordanian 
brewer to make beer in the Middle East 


** MILLER BREWING Company said last 
week that it has signed an agreement with a 
Jordanian company to brew and sell its brand 
of beer in the Middle East 

Middle East International Investment 
Group will make the beer with licensing and 
- technical assistance from Miller, the 
Milwaukee-based company said. 

Tbe investment group’s brewery is being 
built in Amm an. It will have the ability to pro- 
duce both alcoholic and non-alcoholic brews. 


depending on die demand in the region, the 
armouncemem said. 

Miller did not disclose which brands will be 
produced in Jordan. But Miller Genuine Draff 
accounts far nearly half of Miller's interna- 
tional business. 

Tbe agreement with the Middle East invest- 
ment group will allow Miller to offer those 
markets a fresh product in a cost effective 
manner, said Richard Strop, Millar’s senior 
vice president-international. 


Israel cuts base rate amid new policy initiatives 


TEL AVIV (R) — The 
Bank of Israel said Friday it 
was slashing interest rates 
after the treasury 
announced it was setting a 
new, low inflation target for 
1999 and moderating the 
slope of the shekel’s crawl- 
ing peg. 

The central bank said it 
was cutting its key mone- 
tary lending rate a sharp 1 3 
percentage points fo 9.5 per 
cent effective on Sunday, 
just 1 1 days after it 
announced a 0.3 point 
reduction. 

The treasury, in a parallel 
announcement, said it was 
setting the inflation target 
for next year at 4.0 per 
cent, a big drop from this 
year’s 7-10 per cent targeL 

It said the slope of the 
lower end of the Israeli cur- 
rency’s trading band, which 
moves on a crawling peg, 
would be moderated to 2.0 
per cent from 4.0 per cent. 

“The decisions that were 
made today both regarding 
the trading band and the 
. inflation target enable us to 
lower interest rates without 
undue risk,” iBank of Israel 
Governor Jacob Frenkel 
told a news conference. 

Some analysts expressed 
concern. 

“In principle this is good 
for the market but it could 
indicate a looser election- 
year budget,” said Han 
Doron, of Solid Financial 
Markets. ‘The cuts may be 
too much, too soon.” he 
added. 

The treasury separately 
unveiled the basic outlines 
of its 1999 budget package. 
Officials said they were 


preserving the targeted 
budget deficit for next year 
by offsetting an increase 
the domestic deficit by an 
external surplus. 

Both Frenkel and 
Neeman in separate news 
conferences expressed con- 
fidence that the measures 
would not cause a sharp 
weakening of the shekel 
thereby rekindling infla- 
tion. 

“These steps taken 
(today) enable us to contin- 
ue our battle against infla- 
tion without undue risk. 
They are measures that will 
enable the market to 
express itself...far more 
efficiently,” Frenkel said. 

T see the step taken by 
the governor of the Bank of 
Israel as based on thorough 


examined data and assump- 
tions regarding the 1999 
budget. Therefore, I don’t 
see any reason for concerns 
in the same way I saw no 
reason for concerns when 
we undertook foreign 
exchange liberalisation" 
Neeman said. 

Frenkel noted that the 
rate cut was made in a 
framework similar to the 
one taken in June 1997, 
which was done in tandem 
with a widening of the 
shekel's trading band. 

The shekel depreciated in 
the aftermath, causing a 
brief uptick in inflation and 
the Bank of Israel to briefly 
raise rates slightly. But 
rates have been falling 
steadily since the start of 
this year, albeit more slow- 


ly than the fall in inflation. 
Israeli inflation is expected 
to fall to about four per cent 
this year from 7.0 per cent 
in 1997, Israel’s lowest rate 
in 28 years. As a result the 
real base rate is in the 
7-8 per cent range. 

The central bank said 
reducing the crawling peg 
was possible because of 
narrowing inflation differ- 
entials between Israel and 
the industrialised world. 

Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu said be hoped 
the moves would spur eco- 
nomic growth, which fell to 
1.2 per cent annual rate in 
the first quarter, its lowest 
level this decade. 

“We spoke in recent days 
about a series of a dramatic 
measures. This is perhaps a 


very dramatic step which 
we hope will push the 
process of growth,” 
Netanyahu told reporters. 

Critics have blamed the 
tight policy for Israel’s 
sluggish growth and rising 
unemployment, which rose 
to a preliminary 9.3 per 
cent in May, the highest 
level since Netanyahu took 
office, in June 1996. 

Neeman said in a state- 
ment that the lower slope of 
tbe trading band would give 
investors and borrowers a 
better way of evaluating 
their foreign currency risk. 

“I have no doubt that 
global investors will read 
foe map and step up foeir 
investment here," Neeman 
said. 



FORECAST FOR SUNDAY, AUGUST 9, 1998 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) You’re good at learning 
new games, so practice one that will make your life eas- 
ier. You can’t afford to buy the latest equipment, so you 
have to do it the hard way. Well, you're gaining valuable 
fiperience. When you finally get the money together; t 

TAURUS; _( April 20 to May 20) You’re likely to tell 
somebody today something you had. Been keeping to 
yourself, so you might as well plan foe best way to say 
iL Be nice; but fiim. The other person will be tolerant 
and understanding, and foe overall result will be 
improved communications. Keep that in mind and 
you’ll do just fine. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Pick up foe donuts od 
foe way to work again this morning and your boss will 
be m a more pleasant mood. Otherwise, you could walk 
s traight into a brick wall. You want to do something that 
he or she isn’t real gung-ho about Don't force a con- 
frontation yet. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) There are tough deci- 
sions to make, which need to be thought out carefully. 
Consult your friends and do a little more reading. The 
more prepared you are, foe better. Don’t let anybody 
push you into making a decision before you’re good and 
ready. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21). It'll be hard accomplish 
mnch today if you’re fighting foe system. Watch, listen 
and learn, and wait until tomorrow to launch your 
offensive. You could find out a valuable piece of infor- 
mation this morning. It - has to do with money, both 
yours- andofoer people’s. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) If you and your 
TT-ratp. can take off on your world cruise today, go for iL 
Early tomorrow morning would be even better. There 
could be a couple of difficulties today. You might find 
you forgot to pack something important, for example. 
Work may interfere with romance later on tonight as 
^elL 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Don't make a 
date for tonight You’ll lack both time and money. Save 
t^j- for tomorrow, instead. Your personal life will be 
much- easier then. Make an agreement that will allow 
ydu io get foe money you need. If you don’t know quite 
how, ask- a Taurus for advice. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) You’re in a 
good mood, and so is your significant other. Do some- 
dung romantic to start foe day off righL It might be 
n othin g more than sharing your favourite breakfast 
together. Your evening plans could get disrupted, so 
don’t put off making foal kindly gesture. You’ll be glad 
bier you did. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21 ) Your 
workload is heavier. There are decisions to make and 
that may feel confining. You’ll improve your chances if 
you settle down a little. People want to know they can 
depend on you, especially those who pay your salary. 
So go ahead and agree to a schedule. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) There's 
something you want, but you don’t have the money. 
Gould you find a way to get the item for less money? Or 
maybe you could figure out how to get foe money you 
heed. There’s a variable in there that you’ve overlooked, 
but you can find it. Get your sweetheart to help this 
evening. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) There may 
be a dimple of problems — one early this morning and 
another late tonight Something you thought you had all 
figured out will not go as expected. Actually, you're just 
finding out foe limits of your machinery, programme or 
dtooiy. Put in the correction. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) When it conies to 
learning abont finances, don't go to the one with foe 
flashy 4^tr-and gold chains. He or she is hopelessly in 
d^; Ask^a person who wears comfortable shoes and 
drwes aif older vehicle that gets good gas mileage. This 
one^sinore likely to be foe millionaire. 

Birthstone of August: Peridot — Golden Quartz 


CBJ to issue JD30m 
development bonds to 
finance water projects 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Central Bank of Jordan 
(CBJ) Saturday 

announced that JD30 mil- 
lion-worth of development 
bonds benefitting foe 
Water Authority will be 
issued next week. 

Tbe CBJ said in a mem- 
orandum sent to licensed 
banks foai foe five-year 
bonds will be issued Aug. 
15, 1998 and will be due 
for redemption Aug.15, 
2003. 

These bonds will be of 
JD100 denomination and 
its multiplications, 

according to foe memo- 
randum. 

It said that foe interest 
will be paid in two equal 
semi-annual installments 
on Feb. 15 and Aug. 15 of 
each year starting 1999. 

Income resulting from 
investments in these 
bonds will be free of tax 


or any fees. 

The CBJ will offer these 
bonds to the licensed 
banks in an auction at 
which foe concerned 
banks will offer an inter- 
est rate they consider suit- 
able. 

The maximum level of 
bonds that can be sold to 
each bank should be 10 
per cent of foe issuance 
nominal value, i.e. JD3 
million. For a consortium 
of banks at foe rate of 30 
per cent with a nominal 
value of JD10 million. 

According to the memo- 
randum. the minimum 
level of foe amount that 
should be subscribed by 
foe bank is JD 100.000 or 
its multiplications. 

Subscription bids will 
kick off at 9 a.m. on 
Thursday, Aug. 13. 1998. 
and will be closed down at 
1 1 a .m. of foe same day. 


Jordan Times 
Tel. 5684311-5699634 
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DAJANI JEWELLERS. "A Symphony of Style 


) ? Amra Forum Hotel. Phone 

Amman - Caj ro - Ri o 5527118 



Marty villas and 
apartments for 
rent and sale 

Furnished & Unfurnished 

For more information call: 
Abdoun Real Estate 

5920605/5920609/079-30007 
Web Site is 
www.abdoun.com.jo 







Quality Serviced Suites 

*One & Two Bedrooms *Fully 
Equipped Kitchenettes *Daily & 
Long Stay * Reasonable Rates 


5th Circle 

TeL: 5692672 - Fax: 5674551 

r-raai/ : crystal# go.com.jo 


Studio Haig 

Professional qutfityin 
1 hour service 
Develop your colpw . film 
at our shop and Qat " v 
4 JUMBO photosize 
30% larger. \ 

* Free enlargement 
20x30 cm. 


Shmelsani - Opposite 
Grindiays Bank. 
Phone: 5604042 
Sweifieh Tel: 822891 





Watches - Perfumes 
Sat Gases - Leather- Pats 

Cartier jOkL 
Jfc&Ngueur VBGA& 


Visit Us At 

www.vIparab.comMpglft 


(Sti abain tnfl Group -Abdoun| 
Near American Embassy 
Tel : 5933084 - Fax : 59330851 


s 


FOR 
1 RENT 

So npiuYP viii^ 





Deluxe Villas 
and Apartments 


SfiNABEL 

Real Estate 


SWE1FIYEH 

A. Hajarat Complex 

TeL 5864230 -5865167 
Mobile : 079/37588 


MIRAMAR HOTEL 
AQABA 

Special Summer 

Lodging Rates 

*-+**«-***+**++*** 

Single Room JD15 
Double Room JD20 
Extra Bed JD5 
+ Tax + Service 
TeL: 03/201 4340-41 
vFax: 03/2014339 





L’olivier Restaurant 

& 

Abdoun 5929564 


TO AI 



ERTISE IN THIS 
; T10N CALL 


5684311-5 




EXT. 42 



24-HOUR TAXI SERVICE 


ARRIVE SAFE AND SECURE 
ANYTIME, ANYWHERE IN OUR 

LONDON TAXIS 

BILINGUAL SPEAKING DRIVERS 
AIR CONDITIONING 
MOBILE TELEPHONES 

AIRPORT SERVICE 
ALL OCCASIONS 

TEL: 4126379 

079-77390/66271 ANYTIME 













io Sports 


Sampras and Agassi 
advance in Toronto 


TORONTO ( AFP) — Pete 
Sampras and Andre Agassi 
were to renew their rivalry 
in the quarterfinals of the 
Canadian Open Friday 
night, hours after wrap- 
ping up victories in the 
rain-delayed third round. 

Agassi, the eighth seed, 
triumphed in a three-set 
thriller over IOth seed and 
Wimbledon finalist Goran 
Ivanisevic. 2-6, 7-5, 6-3. 

The Croatian dominated 
the first set. but Agassi 
pulled level in the second 
with the lone service break 
of the set. 

In the third, Agassi was 
looking fresher as the 
Croatian appeared to tire 
in the hot, humid condi- 
tions. 

Agassi extended his cur- 
rent winning streak to 13 
matches. He hasn't lost 
since his second-round 
exit at Wimbledon and has 
captured two ATP titles — . 
in Washington and Los 
Angeles — in the process. 

He and Sampras split 1 
their previous two meet- 
ings this year. Agassi 
downing Sampras to win 
the title in Sai\ Jose in 
February and Sampras 
prevailing in the second 
round of the Monte Carlo 
Open in April. 

Sampras and Agassi are 
tied for the most career 
Super 9 titles with nine 
apiece and have combined 
to win 59 hardcourt titles. 

Sampras reached the 
quarters with a 7-6 (7/51, 
6-2 win over German 
teenager Tommy Haas. 

The other quarterfinals 
pitted third seed Patrick 
Rafter of Australia against 
fifth-seeded Swede Jonas 
Bjorkman. fourth seed 
Yevgeny Kafelnikov of 
Russia against sixth seed 
Richard Krajicek of 
Holland and seventh seed 
Tim Henman of Britain 
against Cezch Daniel 
Vacek. the only unsecded 
player left in the draw. 



American Andre Agassi returns a shot to Goran 
Ivanisevic of Croatia in their match at the du Maurier 
Open in Toronto. Agassi won the match 2-6 7-5 6-3 
(Reuters photo) 



Perkins 

swims 

2nd 


fastest 

800m 


Australian Patrick Rafter watches the hall during his 
match with Mark Philippoussis of Australia at the du 
Maurier Open in Toronto. Rafter won the match 6-3 6- 
3 I Reuters photo) 


SYDNEY (AP) — Atlanta 
Olympic 1500-metre 
champion Kieren Perkins 
swam the second-fastest 
time in the world this year 
when he won the 800- 
metre event at the domes- 
tic Telstra League final 
Saturday. 

Perkins, 26, clocked 7 
minutes, 42.85 seconds, 
bettered only by Italy's 
Emilanno Brembila at the 
Sydney World Cup meet 
in January. Perkins is set 
to compete in the 
Commonwealth Games in 
Kuala Lumpur in 
September. 

From the opening 50 
metres, a small crowd at 
the Sydney International 
Aquatic Centre cheered 
Perkins on. 

“f had a discussion with 
my coach John Carew 
before leaving Brisbane 
and I'm sure he would be 
quite happy with my split 
times and the overall 
times," Perkins said. 

*Tve certainly been 
putting in the hard yards 
and the training camp in 
Singapore certainly 
helped my preparation. 
I'm looking forward to 
getting away for the 
Games and just to see how 
fast 1 can swim.” 

Despite Perkins' form, it 
was not enough to ensure 
his team, the Queensland 
Superfish, victory in the 
final. After the 48-event 
programme, the New 
South Wales Institute of 
Sport were comfortable 
winners. 

Earlier in the day, 
Perkins had to settle for 
second place in the 400 
metres behind world 
champion Ian Thorpe, 
who swims for New South 
Wales. 


Feerick sets hearing for grievance 
on guaranteed NBA contracts 


NEW YORK f AP) — Barring an unforeseen resump- 
tion of talks, the next big event in the North American 
National Basketball Association lockout will come late 
this month when arbitrator John Fccrick holds a hear- 
ing on whether players with guaranteed contracts 
should be paid during the lockout. 

Feerick met Friday with lawyers from the league and 
the union and set Aug. 24-25 as the dates for the hear- 
ing. 

If the players were to win, the owners would be 
obligated to pay about S800 million in guaranteed 
salaries during the 1998-99 season. First, however, 
owners would undoubtedly ask that any award be 
delayed until the issue of Feerick's jurisdiction was set- 
tled in federal court. 

Formal talks between the sides broke off Thursday 
afternoon when commissioner David Stem and six 
owners walked out of a bargaining session after hear- 
ing the players' new proposal. 

S;em and deputy commissioner Russ Granik said the 
union's strategy appeared to be geared toward try ing to 
defeat the 

owners in two matters oflitigation before Feerick and 
the National Labor Relations Board. 

The union filed the grievance with Feerick on June 
30. ju>I a few hours before the lockout commenced, 
claiming the owners commitied an '‘anticipatory breach 
of contract** when they announced June 29 that they 
would not pay players with guaranteed contracts during 
the lockout. 

Most players aren’t scheduled to receive their first 


paychecks until Nov. 15. but a few dozen were sup- 
posed to be paid thj\ summer. 

Feerick held a hearing last w-cck and determined that 
he has jurisdiction to hear the grievance. League 
lawyers did not attend that hearing after going to court 
earlier that day and failing to convince a federal judge 
to issue a temporary restraining order halting it. The 
league is thought to be weary of Feerick. who was pub- 
licly castigated by Stem after his ruling last March in 
the Latrell Sprewcll case. 

Stem's lawyers were supposed to attend a scheduling 
session with Feerick on Thursday afternoon, but 
refused to show up after the talk* broke down. 

By Friday morning, they had relented. 

The next date to watch in the NLRB case is Aug. IO. 
when reginnui director Daniel Silverman will deter- 
mine whether the players' complaint has merit. The 
union filed an unfair labor practice charge with the 
NLRB, claiming the league unlawfully altered the 
terms of the expired agreement before an impasse in 
negotiations had been reached. 


Jordan Times, Sunday, August 9, 1998 


U.S. biggest surprise in final four 
of World Basketball Championship 


ATHENS (AP.) — 

Yugoslavia. Russia, 

Greece and the United 
States are in the semi- 
finals of the World 
Basketball 

Championship — and 
nobody is more 
relieved to survive 
than the anonymous 
Americans. 

European champion 
Yugoslavia, which 

plays the best basket- 
ball outside of the 
NBA and got silver to 
the Dream Team in the 
‘96 Olympics, was 
supposed to make it. 
They did, 70-62 win- 
ners Friday over 
Argentina. 

Russia, silver medal- 
ists in the ‘94 worlds, 
was almost as good a 
bet as the most experi- 
enced, physical team in 
the tournament. They 
beat neighbouring 
Lithuania 82-67. 

Greece, the home 
team trying to match 
its last major basket- 
ball medal — a gold 1 1 
years ago in the 
European champi- 
onship — was rooted 
to a 69-62 victory over 
Spain by a boisterous 
18,000 sellout at 
Olympic arena. 

The Americans? The 
no-name composite 
drafted when the NBA 
players were locked 
out, won SO-77 when 
Italy’s Carlton Myers 
missed a 3-pointer with 
seven seconds left. The 
English-born Italian 
finished with a tourna- 
ment-high 32. 

Russia was 
the United 
Saturday with 
playing bitter 
rival Yugoslavia look- 
ing for its first win 
against them since 
1987. 

“There’s all the 
expectation on us since 
wc got here.” said cen- 
ter Gerard King, who 
had nine points. “Some 
people said we would- 
n't get there. It's a sigh 
of relief, but we're not 
quite there yet." 

Michael ’ Hawkins 
lopped the U.S. with 
16 with 14 from 
Wendell Alexis and ! 1 
from Kiwanc Garris. 

“There's a kind of 
sense of relief.'* said 
Garris. “Back home 
people arc talking that 
we're not going to do 
this, not going to do 
that. Now wc’vc got to 
take advantage and go 
for the gold” and not 
just settle for a 
medal.” 


to face 
States 
Greece 
Balkan 


The Americans 
trailed by seven with 
just under five minutes 
to play and looked like 
they'd become the first 
U.S. team to finish 
without a medal in the 
worlds since 1978. But 
Garris hit a 3-pointer, a 
closer shot from the 
wing and knocked 
down three key free 
throws to help secure 
the victory. 

“A lot of teams get 
down like we were and 
it's like a dam break- 
ing.” Tomjanovich 
satd. “But these guys 
stuck with it against a 
very tough opponent. 
They f Italy I probably 
deserved to win it. 
There’s something spe- 
cial about this group of 
guys.” 

Yugoslavia, without 
more lop-linc talcni 
than anyone but the 
U.5.. i\ still the 
favorite to win it all 



Argentinian center Ruben Wolkowisky struggles a rebound with Yugoslav forward 
Dejan Toraasevic (R) during the third quarter final of the World Basketball 
Championship in Athens' Olympic Stadium. Yugoslavia beat Argentina 70-62 and 
qualified for the semi-finals (Reuters photo) 

Sundav and mutch its 
1990 world title. The 
all-purpose 2.06 (6.9) 

Dejan Bodiroga hud 


14, one of five in dou- 
ble figures. . Juan 
Alberto Espil led 
Argentina with 18. 


STANDINGS 


Group E 


Team 

q- Yugoslavia 
q-Russia 
q -Italy 
q-Greccc 
Puerto Rico 
Canada 


W L PF PA Pts 
5 1 486 366 12 

1 455 388 12 

2 395 393 10 
2 385 379 10 

4 438 443 8 

5 419 484 7 


Group F 


Team 

q-Unhcd Slates 

q-Spain 

q-Lithuaniu 

q-Argenlina 

Australia 

Brazil 


W L PF PA Pts 
5 1 511430 11 

1 457 429 11 

2 472 432 10 

3 436 428 9 
3 432 427 9 
5 399 456 7 


QUARTERFINALS 

Russia 

United States 
Yugoslavia 
Greece 


“There are no easy 
opponents any 

longer,” said coach 
Zeljko Obradovic. 
“Whoever thought this 
would be an easy game 
was proven wrong.” 
Russia’s main man 
was 1.93 (6-4) guard 
Vassiliy Karassev who 
hit 31 and is rated by 
many, as the best point 
in the tournament. 

“Today we had some 
bad moments on 
offense and somebody 
had to take over,” said 
Karassev, who made, 9- 
of-14 shots from the 
field and 12-of-J4 free 
throws. “Sometimes 
you’re a hero when 
you do that and some- 
times you’re not.” 
Turned on by the 
flag-waving sellout, 
Greece built an early 
lead and then held on 
in a tight second half. 


Brazil 

Australia 


82 

Lithuania 

67 

80 

Italy 

77 

70 

Argentina 

62 

69 

and 

Spain 

62 

76 

Puerto Rico 

64 

88 

Canada 

71 


Saturday, Aug. 8 
11th Place 

Pueno Rico vs. Canada. 0700 
NinihEbtee 

Brazil vs, Australia, 090 
Consolation Round 
MatdhA 

Argentina vs. Spain. 1115 
Match _B 

Italy vs. Lithuania, 1330 
Semifinals 

Yugoslavia vs. Greece. 1545 
Russia v.v United Stales. 1800 


Sunduv, Aug. 9 

Sgy.gmhPJ;iv.g 

Loser Match A vs. Loser Match ft. 1015 
EtfULEta 

Winner Match A vs. Winner Match B. 12*0 
iJliCsLCJiJC? 

Semifinal losers. 1445 

Chafflpjp.cui.hip 
Semifinal winners. 1700 


Nikos Economod led 
Greece with 21 points 
and Ignacio Rodriguez 
has 12 for Spam, 
which was looking for 
its first major medal 
since a bronze In- the 
‘91 Euros. Spain's 
Alberto Herreros, who 
averaged 20.5 points to 
lead all players in pre- 
liminary play, had only 
six. 

“All the losses 
against Yugoslavia will 
give us extra motiva- 
tion,” said Greek 
guard Aggelos 

Koronios. “I think we 
have the strength of 
w in. but the four teams 
in the semifinals are 
almost equal.” 

In consolation games, 
former NBAer Andrew 
Gaze’s 33 points led 
Australia past Canada 
88-71. while Brazil 
defeated Puerto Rico 
76-64 
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Seles 
survives 
as 

quarters 
take their 
toll 


SAN DIEGO (AFP) — 
Monica Seles overcame Ai 
-Sugiyama 6-4, 6-3 to reach 
die semi-finals of the WTA 
Tour event here Friday, then 
"announced that she may not 
ibe~ able to play Lindsay 
Davenport for a place in the 
7 final. 

•’■-^Suffering from a sore 
: feck, Seles was not the only 
player to have fitness prob- 
lems on Friday. Third seed 
vVjbhus Williams was forced 
~v> retire against Mary Pierce 
^nzitii a knee injuiy and 
Pierce — who also received 
' treatment - advanced 2-6, 7- 
il&£Tl3) r 4r0. 

• ’ Second seed Davenport 
{i, ias still standing at the end 
-16f the day after beating 
-eighth seeded Nathalie 
tTaimat of France 6-4, 6-3. 

-Thind seeded Seles hun 
Jier back while supporting 
iher team-mates at die Fed 
Cup, which the United 
.States lost 3-2 after Spain 
_ -Avan, a marathon doubles to 
decide the tie. 

Sitting on a bench through 
two long matches, she then 
-fiew for IS hours from 
■ .Madrid through London to 
' San Francisco. 

“We were on a bench that 
: didn’t have any support on 
the back at all and I was 
there for about eight hours,” 
Seles explained. could 
hardly walk, and then 1 
started playing with it (in 
Stanford) and that didn’t 
. help. It spasms up so much, 
but toe’s no injury. It’s not 
a pulled muscle. 

• ‘It's very stiff right now, 
die whole back,” she added. 
"T can't bend down at all 
once I stiffen up. The doctor 
said I need to take some 
time off without playing. 

~ Fm just going to play tills 
week by eat We’ll see. I’ve 
never had a back problem 
.before so I don’t know what 
to expect” 



Venus Williams, of the United States, hits a backhand during her 2-6 7-6 4-0 (retired) 
loss to Mary Pierce of France at the Corel WTA Toshiba Tennis Classic. Williams 
retired due to a nagging knee injury (Renters photo) 


Seles’ victory revolved 
around the final game of the 
first set. in which Sugiyama 
committed three successive 
double-faults and then net- 
ted a forehand to give Seles 
the only break. Seles then 
won eight of the first nine 
points of the second set. 

“At 4-5 the sun moved to 
right where I tossed the ball, 
and I tried to toss from a dif- 
ferent place but it didn’t 
work well,” said Sugiyama. 
“I couldn't get the rhythm, 
and I didn’t get my rhythm 
at the be ginnin g of the sec- 
ond. set either. I felt pretty 
good at the end of the set. 
but it was too late.” 

Williams was evasive 
about the injury to her left 
knee that forced her to retire 
after receiving treatment 
during four successive 
changeovers. first she said 
it was not related to an 


injuiy suffered in last 
Sunday’s Stanford final 
which she lost to 
Davenport Then she said it 
was. 

“Its patella tendinitis and 
I did it around 4-all in the 
second set,” said Williams, 
who might still play doubles 
with sister Serena next week 
in Los Angeles. “I thought I 
could still win the match but 
I found I was living in a 
false reality and I quit ” 

Despite the treatments and 
the fact Williams was obvi- 
ously having difficulty in 
moving. Pierce claimed she 
was surprised when her 
opponent quit 

“She was able to run 
down some great balls, and 
I've seen matches where 
she’s taped up or cramping 
and she came through and 
won. so I didn’t think she 
was going to stop.” said 


Pierce. 

Incredibly, Pierce also 
considered quitting after 
receiving treatment to her 
racquet hand in the first set 

“Sometimes a cartlidge or 
something gets stuck and I 
have trouble gripping, and 
the trainer moved it around 
and loosened it up and taped 
it,” said fierce. ‘That 
helped, but I was close to 
stopping at one point It's so 
funny. It shows that any- 
thing can happen in tennis. 
One minute my hand is 
hurting, and the next she's 
in trouble.” 

Davenport recovered from 
0-3 in both sets to avenge 
her Wimbledon defeat by 
Tauziat, showing impres- 
sive speed and striking a 
succession of fine forehand 
winners to combat Tauziat's 
serve and volley tactics. 



Monica Seles follows through on a swing during her 
match against Ai Sugiyama at the Corel WTA Toshiba 
Tennis Classic at the La Costa Resort and Spa in 
Carlsbad, California. Seles won 6-4 6-3 (Reuters photo) 



Fully equipped 3-bedroom flat — 3rd floor 
with elevator, telephone, satellite and 
central heating. Annual rent only. 


Please contact Tel.: 5660600 



Wihdat elections set for Aug. 14 

Construction of football stadium among foremost issues 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — Members of one of the 
Kingdom’s largest sports clubs, AI 
Wihdat, will this month elect their 
board of directors which will run the 
club for the upcoming two years, club 
sources said Friday. 

Wihdat spokesman Khader Sowwan, 
also running for elections, explained 
that two major blocs were running for 
the August 14 ballot. His bloc, headed 
by Riyad Abdul Kareem. and another 
headed by former chairman Fahd 
Bay an. 

Wihdat’s current chairman Bahjat 
Shihab cannot run for elections this 
time because he presided over the 
club's chairmanship for the past four 
year. 

Among the issues dominating the 
campaigns of the two blocs is the con- 
struction of a football ground, opening 
the door for more members to join the 
club which has dominated most of the 
country's soccer competitions in the 
past four years. 

Club insiders told the Jordan Times 


that among the issues of Bayari’s 
‘green block’, is adding more sports to 
the club's list, including handball and 
volleyball. 

“The introduction of professionalism 
in the country is among the issues 
which we call for,’' said Abdul 
Rahman Najjar, a member of Bayari's 
block. 

“The present administration failed to 
build the football ground despite the 
fact that they managed to raise the 
money for that purpose ” He said. 

“The municipality of G rearer 
Amman has donated a plot of land, but 
no reason was given by the adminis- 
tration as to the delay of the construc- 
tion.” be added. 

Najjar said that his block held a 
meeting with Minister of Culture and 
Youth Mohammad Sata'an Hassan this 
week and urged him to ensure “fair 
and honest” elections. 

“The meeting discussed the mecha- 
nism to ensure fair elections,” Najjar 
said. He did not elaborate. 

In addition to Bayari and Abdul 
Kareem, three other members are con- 
testing the chairmanship, which 


includes Mohammad Salameh, 
Mahmoud Kouz and Adli Kouz. 

“They will contest the elections as 
independents. I believe that they have 
a slim chance,” said one source, who 
requested anonymity. 

The elections, which were scheduled 
to take place last week were postponed 
for lack of quorum. 

Sowwan described the absence of 
most members was something “nor- 
mal which happens every elections 
since most believe that the majority 
will not attend so they decline to show 
up." 

“But elections will be held whether 
or not the majority attend on August 
14," Sowwan added. 

AI Wihdat currently lead the Premier 
League Championship and are looking 
for their 5th consecutive title. This 
year they won the first of the season's 
titles when they won the season-open- 
ing and their fourth Cup Winners' 
Cup. They lost the Jordan Cup final to 
AI Faisali Friday. 


Broncos start exhibition season minus Elway 


DENVER (AP) — Call the 
Denver Broncos’ opening 
exhibition in Sl Louis 
Saturday night a rehearsal for 
the future. 

While the defending Super 
Bowl champions meet the St 
Louis Rams, John Elway, who 
is expected to retire after the 
season, will be in Rochester. 
Minnesota. 

His wife Janet underwent 
surgery Thursday for what is 
believed to be Crohn’s 
Disease, a chronic disease of 
die intestinal tract. 

So Bubby Blister will start 
at quarterback for the 
Broncos, with Brian Griese. 
who may be Elway’s eventual 
replacement, ready to get his 
first action as a pro. 

It’s been a strange camp for 
tbe..j3roncos. Last week, on 
the' way back from visiting his 
wife: Elway stopped at a 
motorcycle rally in Sturgis, 
South Dakota, in an attempt to 
coax left tackle Gary 
Zimmerman out of retirement 
for the second straight year. 
Chances are Zimmerman will 
be back, although coach Mike 
Shanahan isn't sure yeL 

“There are a lot of details," 
Shanahan said. “There isn’t 
even a contract yet." 

This is the first full weekend 
of NFL exhibitions — the 
start of the season is only four 
weeks away. 

On Thursday night, the New 


For Rent 

Furnished or unfurnished 


NewtyBuilt 210 Sq.a i Apartment 
with garden and terrace, three 
bedrooms, totaled In Shmeisanl 
(main street) also suitable as a 
regional office. 


For more inforiiiiUion please contact 
I cl. 5N65815 or 079 - 20670 



UNRWA, the United Nations Relief and Works 


Agency for Palestine Refugees, requires: 

Computer Systems Administrator, Grade 16 (AVN/16/98) 

Reporting directly to Head, Information Systems Technical Services Section, HQ (Gaza), 
the incumbent is responsible for the UNRWA UNIX and Sybase facilities to ensures that 
the systems meet organisational needs. Specific duties and responsibilities include: 

1. UNIX SYSTEMS ADMINISTRATION: 


UNIX operating system installation and maintenance. Performing optimisation of UNIX 
based data base facilities. Developing and documenting procedures for UNIX System 
maintenance, security and backups. Establishing and maintaining security for the UNIX 
Systems. Providing telephone and on-site assistance to end users in determining equip- 
ment or software malfunction and take corrective measures. Monitoring UNIX System per- 
formance, planning capacity, diagnosing problems and determining and recommending 
corrective action. Keeping abreast of latest technology on UNIX Systems facilities through 
technical literature and liaising with computer hardware and software vendors, other 
United Nations Agencies and peers in other organisations. Providing and maintaining 
UNIX System installation, configuration and operation documents, user handbooks and 
newsletters. Assisting and guiding users in understanding and utilising UNIX hardware, 
software and communications facilities. 

2. SYBASE, SYSTEMS ADMINISTRATION: 


Identifying physical storage areas and defining logical mappings to the areas. Creating 
database on logical devices and assigning ownership to database. Managing system con- 
figuration settings, Including the amount of server memory and how it is allocated, the 
number of concurrent user connections and the number of locks and systems devices. 
Performing server startup and shutdown, including a well defined regimen of preventive 
maintenance for all fails. Providing advice on Sybase training to all UNIX and Sybase sup- 
port staff Agency-wide. 

ESSENTIAL REQUIREMENTS: 


Applicants must have t) University degree in Computer Science, Electrical or Computer 
Engineering Including Technical training in UNIX, Sybase, TCP/IP, Data telecommunica- 
tions and personal computers. 2) Six year’s technical information systems experience in 
a UNIX/Sybase environment, including some experience in advising, assisting and sup- 
porting technical and non-technical users of information systems. 3) Experience in Novell 
Local Area Network operating systems and programming in C Language. 4) Knowledge 
of spoken and written Arabic. 5) Lotus Notes Systems Administration experience. 6) 
Fluency in spoken and written English. 

Qualified candidates may be invited for tests and interviews. 

REMUNERATION: 


The post is graded at JeveJ 16 and carries a monthly Base Salary starting from $1,064.10, 
plus a Managerial Allowance amounting to 15% of Base Salary. 

APPLICATIONS: 


For applicants selected from outside Gaza, a Special Expatriate Allowance will be 
payable. Applications quoting AVN number may be sent by mail or fax before, .g1 
August 1998 to: 


Recruitment Officer, UNRWA HQ Gaza City, P.O. Box 371, Gaza City. Fax No. +972 7 
6777 556, or Personnel Officer, Headquarters Amman, Biader Wadi Seer, Fax No. 
5826171 or by hand, from where additional information can be requested. 


York Jets beat Philadelphia 
29-15. 

On Friday night, Detroit 
beat Arizona 13-10 on Jason 
Hanson's 38-yard field goal 
2:50 into overtime. Hanson's 
34-yarder with one second 
left in regulation forced over- 
time. 

Also, Tennessee defeated 
Atlanta 31-16. George 
McCullough returned an 
interception for a touchdown, 
and James Ritchey and Ron 
Powlus, battling for a backup 
spot at quarterback, each 
threw a touchdown pass for 
the Oilers. 

On Saturday, the Baltimore 
Ravens open their new stadi- 
um against the Chicago Bears. 

In other Saturday games, 
Buffalo is at Pittsburgh, 
Jacksonville at Carolina. 

Washington, Kansas 
City vs. Tampa Bay at 
Nonnan, Okla., Cincinnati at 
the New York Giants. New 
Orleans at Green Bay, 
Oakland at Dallas, 


Indianapolis at Seattle, and 
San Francisco at San Diego. 

Minnesota is at New 
England Sunday. 

Griese isn't the only rookie 
quarterback in the spotlight. 

Peyton Manning, the No. I 
overall pick in the draft, will 
start for the Colts at Seattle, 
and Ryan Leaf, the No. 2 
overall pick, will start for the 
Chargers at San Francisco. 

“I didn't leave college early 
so I could sit on the bench for 
a year,” Leaf said after his 
first practice as a starter. 

“This is what I wanted to 
do." 

Manning stepped right in 
after a five-day holdout and 
shined in workouts against the 
Rams. 

He said he’s been told he 
, will T play the first half 
Saturday night * ■ • - 
. “I . don’t know whether that 
will after during the three 
games after that,” he said. 
"Whatever time I’m in there. 
I’m going to try to make the 


best out of it” 

Manning, whose only com- 
petitors are two inexperienced 
journeymen, Kelly Holcomb 
and Bill Musgrave, was cho- 
sen the starting quarterback 
for the Colts shortly after 
being drafted. 

He’ll be going against Tony 
Banks, a third-year starter 
whom coach Dick Vermeil 
hopes will become a solid 
NFL quarterback this year. 

“I’d just like to see him 
show good command, good 
rhythm in the offense, good 
leadership and good percent- 
age,’’ Vermeil said. “I’d like 
to see him throw 60 percent or 
better complete and I'd like to 
see him throw about 70 per 
cent complete on first 
downs." 

Two years after leaving 
Cleveland for Baltimore, the 
Ravens open their new $220 
million stadium. A sellout 
crowd of 69,000, a rarity for 
an exhibition, is expected. 
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The National Music Conservatory/Noor AI Hussein Foundation 

presents 

August 1990 Activities 

Saturday, 15 August 1 998 - 8:00 pjn. 

The Royal Cultural Center- Main Theatre, JD 5 

Nadine Balbeisi, soprano 
Mohammad Othman Sidiq, piano 

The program features songs and arias set to music by Purcell, Schumann, 

Faure, Mozart and Agnes Bashir. 

Tuesday, 18 August 1998 -8:0 pjn. 

The Royal Cultural Center - Main Theatre, JD 7 

AN EVENING OF TRADITIONAL INDIAN DANCE AND MUSIC 

featuring 

The superb Kathak dancer Prerana Shrimali 
and Sitar soloist Deepak Choudhury 

accompanied by 

tabla, tanpura, flute, sarangi and vocals 

In cooperation with the Embassy of India 
Tickets available at 

- AfahRa-Abda Superstore, teL 568B48 1 - AJissar Rowers, tel. 5527695 - Babldie, cel. 5661322 

- Cafle Molo, tel 5926285 - Music Box, t*L 5815745 - Radhson SAS Hotel tel. 5607100 

- Royal Cultural Centre, tel 5669026 - The National Music Conservatory, teL 5687620 
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Addressing his nation: 

Saddam predicts 
‘bitter defeat’ for West 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — In a 
fiery speech marking the 
I Oth anniversary of his vic- 
tory in the war with Iran, 
President Saddam Hussein 
predicted Saturday that Iraq 
would also triumph over the 
West in its latest confronta- 
tion. 

“Will triumphed over 
might" in the 19S0-88 war 
with Iran. President Hussein 
said, and again in the 
“Mother of ail Battles." as 
Iraq calls the 1991 Gulf war 
over its seven-month occu- 
pation of Kuwait. 

“The Americans and their 
allies underestimated Iraq's 
ability to resist brute force 
and that's why they failed." 
said President Hussein, 
whose country has been 
crippled by eight years of 
sanctions imposed after the 
1990 invasion of Kuwait. 

“Fooled by their own 
power, those who attacked 
Iraq and imposed on it an 
unjusi embargo... continue 
to make the same mistake." 
he said. 

“Their harvest will be full 
of thorns, and they will taste 
bitter defeat in their mouths 
and feel it in their wicked 
and aggressive souls," he 
said. 

President Hussein's 
speech comes only days 
after he once again defied 
the U.N. Security Council 
by declaring a halt to Iraqi 
cooperation with U.N. 
weapons inspectors 

although he made no direct 
reference to the deadlock. 

But an official Iraqi news- 
paper said the U.N. inspec- 
tors should be brought to 
justice as spies and sabo- 
teurs. 

“We have unmasked 
them, and the Iraqis now 
call for their immunity to be 
lifted and for them to be 
dealt with as foreigners 
engaged in spying and sabo- 
tage." said A1 Iraq. 

The Iraqi leadership 
warned Wednesday thai all 
intrusive inspections by the 
weapons experts would be 
frozen following the col- 
lapse of talks on Monday 


between U.N. Special 
Commission (UNSCOM) 
Chairman Richard Butler 
and Deputy Prime Minister 
Tareq Aziz. 

The U.N. Security 
Council has described the 
Iraqi decision as “totally 
unacceptable" but stopped 
short of warning of military 
action. 

In what seemed to be a 
softening of the Security 
Council" stance, a council 
member said Friday that 
Iraq's decision did not tech- 
nically violate U.N. resolu- 
tions because the threat to 
cease cooperation had “not 
yet led to any action." 

U.N. Secretary General 
Kofi Annan suggested 
Thursday that the 15-mem- 
ber council should evaluate 
Iraqi compliance with 
Security Council resolu- 
tions thus far, recognise 
progress in a number of 
areas and examine ways 
forward. 

The council should bear in 
mind “the ultimate objec- 


tive of the exercise, which is 
to ensure that Iraq is effec- 
tively disarmed, and that the 
Iraqi people ore enabled to 
take their place amongst the 
community of nations, free 
of sanctions." Mr. Annan 
said. 

Mr. Butler has decided not 
to cany out any surprise 
inspections during the latest 
stand-off and four teams of 
inspectors went out to make 
their normal rounds 
Saturday morning, allowed 
to proceed by Iraq in what it 
called “a sign of good 
faith." 

Meanwhile. President 
Hussein dedicated much of 
his speech to Iran, saying he 
hoped Iranian leaders had 
“gotten over their illusion of 
power," and renewing his 
offer to normalise relations 
with the Islamic republic. 

“Iran will get help from 
Iraq and all Arabs if some of 
their leaders abandon the 
illusions of the past. Arabs, 
and the Iraqis with them, 
call on the people of Iron 


not to use foreign elements 
to harm Arabs and especial- 
ly Iraq,' 1 he said. 

“Each year we commemo- 
rate this anniversary for our 
future generations and for 
those of Iran also. Our hope 
is to see the end of hostility 
and fanaticism, and that 
hate will be replaced with 
love and understanding," he 
said. 

The war between the two 
nations from 1980-1988 
claimed hundreds of thou- 
sands of lives in each coun- 
try. 

President Hussein added 
that “geography and histo- 
ry-make Iraq the only 
country capable of pro- 
foundly understanding 
Iran." 

Iraq shelters the main 
armed Iranian opposition 
group the People's 
Muhajedcen which on 
Saturday blamed the Tehran 
regime for a bomb Friday 
that killed three Iraqis, 
including a four-year-old 
girl, and injured 13 others. 


Saddam hopes Iran has given 
up its ‘illusion of power’ 


PRESIDENT SADDAM Hussein marked 
the 10th anniversary of the ceasefire in the 
eight-year war between Iraq and Tran with a 
speech saying he hoped Iranian leaders had 
given up their “illusion of power." 

“Each year wc commemorate this 
anniversary for our future generations and 
for those of Iran also. Our hope is to see the 
end of hostility' and fanaticism, and that 
hate will be replaced with love and under- 
standing," he said. 

“Will triumphed over might" in the 19S0- 
S8 war. President Hussein said, adding that 
he hoped Iranian leaders had “gotten over 
their illusion of power." 

“Iran will get help from Iraq and all Arabs 
if some of their leaders ‘abandon (he illu- 
sions of the past. .Arabs, and the Iraqis with 
them, call on the people of Iran not to use 
foreign elements to harm Arabs and espe- 
cially Iraq." 

The war between the two neighbours 
claimed hundreds of thousands of lives in 
each country. 

Iraq shelters the main armed Iranian 
opposition group the People's Muhajedeen 


which Saturday blamed the Tehran regime 
for a bomb Friday that killed three Iraqis, 
including a four-year-old girl, and injured 
13 others. 

President Hussein added that “geography 
and history... make Iraq the only country 
capable of profoundly understanding Iran." 

He also mentioned the “mother of all bat- 
tles." as Iraq calls the 199 1 Gulf war against 
a U.S.-led coalition over its seven-month 
occupation of Kuwait. 

“The Americans and their allies underes- 
timated Iraq's ability to resist brute force 
and that’s why they failed." he said. 

“Fooled by their own power, those who 
attacked Iraq and imposed on it an unjust 
embargo... continue to make the same mis- 
take." President Hussein said. 

“Their harvest will be full of thorns, and 
they will taste bitter defeat in their mouths 
and feci it in their wicked and aggressive 
souls." he added. 

He made no reference to Iraq's latest 
stand off with U.N. weapons inspectors. 


Turkey appeals to EU over human rights 


ANKARA (R) — Human 
Rights Minister Hikmet Sami 
Turk urged the European 
Union (EU) on Friday not to 
block Turkey's membership 
because of human rights con- 
cerns. 

“We do not want the human 
rights issue to be used as a 
pretext to prevent our mem- 
bership," he told Reuters in an 
interview. 

Turkey, struggling to join 
the European club since the 
1960s. was excluded from a 
list of prospective members in 
December when the ELI put 
its membership bid on hold 
citing the country'^ shaky 
rights record high among its 
concerns. 

The Turkish government 
responded by cutting dialogue 
with the EU over sensitive 
issues, including human 
rights. 

The minister said Turkey 
would improve its rights 
record for its own benefit and 
not because of EU pressure. 

“Progressing in the human 
rights field is a matter of hon- 
our for Tuifcev" he said. 


Allegations of rife abuse, 
including torture in police 
custody and extrajudical 
killings have long troubled 
Turkey's relations with 
Europe. 

The imprisonment of politi- 
cians. journalists and dissi- 
dent activists for what they 
have said or written have 
added to those woes. 

The country's main rights 
campaigner. Akin Birdal. shot 
and severely wounded by 
right-wing gunmen in May. 
was sentenced (o one year in 
jail last month for provoking 
hatred in a speech. He is cur- 
rently appealing the verdict. 

“I do not deny that we have 
problems but wc arc in the 
process of more democratisa- 
tion. This is a process which 
cannot he ended in one day." 
Mr. Turk said. 

But Mr. Turk said when it 
came to the threat pc«s*rd by 
Kurdish separatism and 
Islamists there were limits to 
what concessions could be 
made to improve the coun- 
try's rights record. 

“There are two important 


dangers in Turkey. One of 
them is a terrorist movement 
against our country's territori- 
al integrity and the second 
one is a fundamentalist move- 
ment which aims to clmnge 
the secular character of 
Turkey. Beth must be pre- 
vented." The European court 
of human rights has found 
Turkey guilty in several cases 
of ill-ireatmcni of civilians 
caught in the crossfire nf its 
conflict with Kurdish sepa- 
ratist rebels, fighting for self- 
rule since I9N4. 

Rights lawyers say mo*t of 
the cases relate to complaints 
of torture, mystery killings 
and missing persons. 

A ciHiri in January banned 
the country's biggest party, 
the (Mom-based Wei fare Party 
and barred its leader, farmer 
Prime Minister Necnicttin 
Erbakan from politics for five 
years, further adding to 
Western concerns. 

A secularist clamp down 
has followed with a plethora 
of prosecutions against 
prominent Isiamists and a 
damp down on Islamic attire 


in universities. 

Mr. Turk said he supported 
the measures: “It has a con- 
nection with the country's 
secular character." he said. 

Despile a parliamentary 
decision to take the country to 
early polls next April, the 
minister pledged to push 
through legal measures to 
ease tight restrictions on free- 
dom of expression. 

He said new draft laws 
iumed to cut the jail lerms for 
separatist propaganda and 
inciting hatred from the pre- 
sent maximum of six years to 
two years. 

But Conservative Prime 
Minister Mcsut Yilmaz 
announced he would resign at 
the end of the year u» make 
way for a pre -elect ion gov- 
ernment. a plan that leaves 
only a few months fur the 
government to pass the hills 
through parliament. 

“I ,un hopeful ih;« wc will 
push these bills through par- 
liament. But this i* not only 
nur problem. I hope the new 
government also will wnric in 
that vs as." Mr. Turk said. 






JERASH '98 CLOSES: A dancer from the Nazareth-based Mawal troupe gestures dur- 
ing their performance The Home Operetta' Friday. The operetta written by famed 
Palestinian poet Samih Qassetn won the applaud of the audience with their swift 
movements on the theatre combining modem and traditional dance moves. 
Meanwhile, the ] crash 98' flame was put out yesterday at the Conclusion of the fes- 
tival in a late night ceremony following Saudi Arabian star Abdul Majid Abdullah's 
final performance. Abdullah packed the Southern Amphitheatre for three consecu- 
tive nights and attracted to the ancient city an unprecedented audience this year 
(Photo by Yousef 'Allan) 

Experts: Bombed American 
embassies were vulnerable 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - The 
United Slates embassies in 
Kenya and Tanzania (hal were 
bombed Friday w ere among ihc 
least secure of alt U.S. foreign 
legations, experts here said. 

The two simultaneous bomb 
attacks in Nairobi and Dar Es 
Salaam killed ;i( least SO people 
and injured hundreds. The U.S. 
Stale Department quickly put its 
embassies around the world on a 
high level of alert. 

Experts here agreed that the 
two East African embassies, 
were easy targets because they 
were among the least secure of 
the 260 U.S. embassies and con- 
sulates around die world. 

Neither building met U.S. 
security standards set alter a ear 
bomb explosion npped ll trough 
the U.S. embassy in Beirut in 
1983. killing 240 soldier, and 
diplomats. 

The two Alrican embassies 
were built before 1 980 and secu- 
rity had not been upgraded, said 
Under Secretary of Stole 
Thomas fVkenng. “We Iwivc a 
set of standards which we 
believe de.ih with most or die 
difficulties." Mr. Picketing said 
Friday. “It is clear that these two 
buildings would not meet »xir 
current security standards." 

The I : .S. Congress reacted to 
the 1°X3 Remit attack hy allo- 
cating S3 billnm for embassy 
security upgrades 

However, the bulk of lit h 
money went to U.S. cmbassier,. 
in dangerous locations in the 
Mkkast anil l atm America, said 
former Under Secretary o( State 
Konakl Spiers 


Embassies in Africa have 
spent yeurs “at the bottom of the 
list" waiting for security 
improvements. Mr. Spiers said. 

Tltc ILS. embassy in Kenya, 
for example, was located in 
downtown Nairobi. Modem 
U.S. embassies arc all located in 
more remote locations, and have 
plenty nf space between the for- 
tified walls and the main build- 
ing. 

The Dar Es Salaam embassy 
was located in a suburban area, 
which was less congested and 
consequently there were less 
casualties, experts noted. 

Both the Kenya and Tanzania 
cmlvissics lud levs security than 
{ ' .S. embassies in oilier African 
capitals such as Lagos and 
Harare, said Joel Barkan, a polit- 
ical scientist ,ii (lie University nf 
Iowa. 

Embassy buildings, however, 
cannot be just fortified hunkers, 
commentators said. Tile build- 
ings also hosts cultural events, 
and welcomes people seeking 
visas to visit or mignuc in the 
United Suites. Tliey are also the 
must visible physical U.S. prev 
cnee abroad 

In the 1®50 n many U.S. 
emh&sics were built specifically 
"to demonstnitc architectural tai- 
em." said retired Admiral Bobby- 
Inman. wlto chaired a 1*1X5 .Stile 
fXparuueni commission on 

eiuliassy security 

Unit Ktunjicly iliesc buildings 
were "alisnlutely vulnerable to 
(cimrisr atuiek-s." lie said. 

Adin. Ii lmon's commission 
concluded that 126 IJ.S. govern- 
ment buildings in foreign coun- 


tries could be easy terrorist tar- 
gets. His draconian security rec- 
ommendations, however, were 
criticised because it gave the 
undiplomatic impression that 
U.S. diplomats were retreating 
into a fortress because they 
feared and mistrusted the locals. 

U.S. officials considered the 
East African region relatively 
safe. The United Stales has good 
relations with both Kenya and 
Tanzania and neither has any 
known violent anti-U.S. move- 
ment 

There had not been a bombing 
in Nairobi since December 
1980. when an alleged pro- 
Paicstinion sympathiser bombed 
a Jcwish-owned downtown 
Imtel owners, killed 15 and 
wounded 80. experts said. 

However. in retrospect 
Nairobi and Dar F.s Salaam arc 
ideally situated for terrorist plan- 
ner; to move freely and quickly, 
analysts said. 

Tl»e two cities “arc [he cross- 
roads or tire West and ihc Middle 
East."' said Michael Chcge. the 
Kenyan director of the African 
Studies Centre at the University 
of Florida at Gainesville. They 
ore “just throe or four hours hv 
air ro Tehran. Baghdad, nr Saudi 
Arabia." 

“Kenya and T.inzania arc the 
sort underbelly of Western influ- 
ence in the region, and that 
makes Uicrn very, very vulnera- 
ble." he added. 

U-S. experts here overwhelm- 
ingly believe dm foreigners, not 
locals, were behind the attacks. 


Costly Sudan air drops meet trouble from government and rebels 


By Ijous Mailer 
The AssocUard Press 

MAPER — Hundreds of hun- 
gry women, some clutching 
babies, clustered by a water 
pump under the scorching sun of 
the African savannah, waiting 
for a UN. food handout that is 
one of the few hopes for sur- 
vival. 

Their wait ended in tenet 

Gunmen in the distance fired 
off about a dozen shots, sending 
the women and aid workers flee- 
ing in panic, abandoning 60 
tonnes of bagged com just 
dropped from a Hercules cargo 
ptae. 

It was weeks before the area 
was safe enough for UN. per- 
sonnel to return to Maper. a vil- 


lage in southern Sudan. All they 
found recently were a few retting 
corpses draped across the 
charred remains of 50-krJo- 
gramme sacks of com 
Food is a key weapon in 
Sudan’s devastating 1 5-y ear civil 
war. and stories of armol bands 
forcing hungry civilians In aban- 
don food deliveries arc common. 

The destruction of the com at 
Maper. which could have fed 
1.800 families for almost a 
month, is particularly worrisome 
amid reports that 350.000 people 
arc facing starvation m southern 
Sudan and that at least one mil- 
lion more desperately go hungry 
For almost 30 years. t\N. 
agencies have been delivering 
food to Sudan's hungry. 

This vear. the mission is bat- 


tling the suite fartor* dial keep 
turning droughts into killer 
famines: marauding hands that 
hum crop- and food shipments, 
fighting tint has displaced mil- 
lions. and a government that vecs 
aid as a weapon 
"In the short -term, you ore - 
mg lives. i arc building wme- 
thing." sard Claude Jibidar. field 
coordinaior few the U_V 
Work! Food Programme 
(WFP i m votrdicm Sudan. "Bui 
ai the end of the day. we fear rt is 
dcxnuycd." The mission is oJ-jj 
hugely expensive, blunting (he 
impact of the $325 million that 
donor states have spent during 
the past six years to vend food 
through the United Nations to 
Sudan's hungry. 

In some of ns anl to Sudan, the 


WFP is delivering only 11 1-Z 
cents urrth of fond for each dol- 
lar spent. Much of the remaining 
money is ^penr cm aircraft for 
food delivery Rights to ureas too 
remote far mud transport. 

The fru*trfflnn ihai millions 
dollar- spent on aid i* being 
sivcji away m the chaos ol war 
is not jus* limited to Sudan. 

The WFP has been delivering 
food to victims of fighting in 
Afghanistan since 19&) and in 
Arreola for about eight years, 
with link end ic sight to oilier 
mission. Fruvcnilion over w asicd 
aid is dearly felt by donor 
nations. 

Last year, the l 'rated Nations 
received only 40 per cent of die 
S120 million n felt was needed 
for relief in v xahem Sudan. Thai 


was even lower than tlw 65 per 
cent overall response rate l«»r the 
SI .5 billion it lud somdtt fm II 
U N relief missions wocklttwfc 

Foreign governments arc 
responding to die Sudan emer- 
gency this year, but bu(h donors 
and aid w vftsn would like to 
see ihc <ml muttcy go in real 
dcvcicpmcnt unhampered l'\ 
war. 

‘Relief food.. Js *«nly a tempo- 
rory measure." said Don Hfic of 
Ntxwcgi.tn People's Atd. a rclicl 
group active hi soutlieni Si id, ui. 
Without a political solution "yew 
might as well pour the money 
down the Nile" Tltc vdLigc of 
Maper. where the gundmb led to 
the abandoned food shipment, 
pumts up all live troubles and 
frovtratiuus to delivering aid in 


Sudm. 

'Hie WFP i hum fly food into 
the region because of a lack of 
roads. Maper Ls about B(Xl kiliv- 
metns soulli of Sudan's capital. 
Klkotoum. and a twt>lvxir flight 
from the agency’s base at 
Lokiehokkio, Kenya, just across 
(he hortkr with Sudtui. 

Maper is :iLvu in Ualir A1 
Gha/iil province, which is at the 
ecu tie of Sudiins civil war and 
one of the wcis hit hardest hy 
faininc — wliere relief workers 
charge that food :dd has been 
manipulated by Ixtli (he govem- 
nKttt and the rebels. 

The priiviiKc is home bi sol- 
dim and fcadcrx of the Sudan 
Pctiplc's Liberation Army 
(SPLAr. It las been battling a 
rwlioai! government dominated 


by nortitortr .Arabs seeking nun: 
autonomy frw Hock southerner., 
who arc nnyoly Chrisuans or 
member, of uihul faiths. 

The day before the slxxjone at 
Maper. WFP workers hod 
helped distribute food to 1,800 
ww nen m a field ktoss from die 
UNICEF w.iUt pump and 
thalcltcd huts at the cenrrc of ihc 
village. 

Nearby, n few children in the 
rcnuam of a burned mud-brick 
hut separated small pebbles fmm 
yellow kernels nf am thu had 
spiled from sacks dropped from 
the delivery plane. Several 
SI J LA militiamen in mi ;.j notched 

uniforrm — some barefoot 

fasted under trees 


Woman gives 
birth to another 
heavyweight 

COPENHAGEN (AFP) — 
Danish mother Anne Marie 
Lindballen. has given birth 
to a baby girl weighing 
6.675 kilogrammes, the 
regional Danish television 
channel TV-Midt-Vesi 
reported Friday. The 
woman, who lives in the 
village of Thyholm in 
western Denmark, beat the 
national record she already 
held for the heaviest birth. 
The new baby was 85 
grammes heavier than her 
brother bom two years ago. 

Douglas to 
protect his name 

NEW YORK (R) — 

Michael Douglas is teed off 
about a lawsuit blaming 
him For injuring a caddy’s 
testicles in a golfing acci- 
dent. and the actor said he 
would take legal action to 
protect his name. Douglas 
issued a statement denying 
allegations in a multimil- 
lion-dollar lawsuit filed in 
Manhattan federal court 
accusing the actor of strik- 
ing the ball without yelling 
“Fore!" and before the 
caddy was in a safe loca- 
tion. He also denied he had 
made a racial slur about the 
black caddy. 

Mum with most 
children dies 

SANTIAGO (R) — 

Chilean woman who once 
held the world record for 
having the most children 
has died, local television 
reported. Leontina 

Espinosa, who once 
appeared in the Guinness 
Book of World Records as 
the woman with the nini 
children, died of an ulcer. 
She had 57 children and 
100 grandchildren, televi- 
sion reported, among them 
a number of sets of triplets 
and twins. 

Finding the monster 

STOCKHOLM (R) — An 
international team of mon- 
ster-seeking specialists is 
to explore the Great Lake 
at Ostersund in central 
Sweden later this month to 
try to solve a centuries-old 
mystery. A fleet of 1 6 boats 
will sot off on August Ifi 
equipped with state-of-the- 
art sonar equipment to try 
to track a horse-like crea- 
ture that has been reported- 
ly spotted on 150 occasions 
by 450 people since 1635. 

Mother sells 
her daughter 

TOKYO (R) — Japanese 
police arrested a woman 
for .selling her 16-year-old 
daughter to a geisha house 
so she could gel money to 
play pachinko (pinball 
game), police said. Keiku 
Ueno, 46. took her daugh- 
ter to a geisha house in 
northwest Japan and bor- 
rowed S6.S00 from them in 
exchange for having her 
daughter work there as a 
geisha, a spokesman for the 
Shizuoka prefectural police 
said. 

Saved after six 
weeks adrift 
in a boat 

SYDNEY (R) — A Papua 
New Guinea man who 
spent six weeks adrift in a 
small boat without food has 
teen rescued by a passing 
tanker whose crew though! 
he was a survivor nf 
tsunamis that devastated 
the country’s north wc? 1 
coast in July. The 35-yeaf - 
old man was picked up by 
die MV Boral Gas in ihc 
Bismarck Sea Tuesday 
nautical miles off Wesi 
Scpifc province nes 
Wcwafc, about 1,()00 kilo- 
metres west of his home. 
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